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DeparTeD worth ought to be kept in 
remembrance and imitated ; more espe- 
cially when pertaining to individuals 
distinguished by no particular circum- 
stances of rank, station, or attainments. 
On this principle a few lines may be le- 
gitimately devoted to the memory of 
Mrs, Gray, who, in the early part of 
December last, was removed suddenly, 
and while it was yet high day, to the 
rest which remaineth for the people of 
God. She was the daughter of religious 
parents, members of the church in Black- 
friars’ under the care of the late esti- 
mable James Upton; and undoubtedly 
she shared largely in that affectionate 
concern and those frequent prayers with 
which Christian parents surround their 
beloved children. From an early period 
her mind seems to have been imbued 
with deep and unaffected piety, though 
till the age of twenty-one she did not 
unite with the church of Christ, She 
then became a member at Lion Street, 
Walworth. 

From the period of her conversion to 
her death she steadily kept in view the 
great object for the sake of which we are 
converted,—that we may glorify God 
and be useful to those around us. Hence 
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she very soon became a diligent and 
faithful Sunday-school teacher, in con- 
nexion with the late Mr. Cranfield, whom 
our Southwark readers will recognize as 
the singularly benevolent and active su- 
perintendent of the school in Mint 
Street. 

Her marriage, though it did not imme- 
diately interfere with this work, soon 
withdrew her from it, only, however, to 
open new scenes of useful labour. Her 
husband became deacon of the church, 
and she, though not formally chosen 
deaconess, may be truly described as 
having well discharged the duties of 
that office. The cheerfulness of her dis- 
position, her intimate acquaintance with 
the word of God, and her devotional 
habits, eminently qualified her to con- 
verse with inquirers of her own sex, to 
counsel Christians in trouble, and visit 
usefully the poor and afllicted of the 
household of faith; in which labours, 
both at the request of her pastor and 
spontaneously, she was often engaged. 
Her private memoranda indicate the 
deep sympathy she cherished with the 
church of which she was a member ; 
entering minutely into its vicissitudes, 
and often making them the subject of 
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special private supp..cation. Her hus- 
band of late years has often been deeply 
afflicted ; indeed she was taken from 
his bed-side, at a time when his spirit 
seemed on the eve of departure, to the 
couch whence her own, in about a week, 
took its flight to ‘the assembly of the 
first-born.” Most studiously, however, 
did she avoid making her own trials the 
subject of conversation, except when 
the opportunity occurred of magnifying 
the grace of God that sustained and 
comforted her. She was cheerful where 
others would have been almost over- 
whelmed with sorrow. Nor ought it to 
be forgotten, that this cheerfulness and 
uniform Christian activity prepared her 
to value and to derive benefit from the 
ordinances of God’s house. They are 
usually the selfish, the inactive, and the 
gloomy, who complain most frequently 
of the want of profit; and to neither of 
those classes did Mary Gray pertain. 
She has often reminded me of a vene- 
rable Christian friend, whose death-bed 
I was called some twelve years since to 
attend. “ I have heard,” he said, “ many, 
many sermons. I hope I have not been 
an inattentive hearer, and that I have 
not forgotten to examine the scriptures 
to see if the things said were so. Some- 
times I have been obliged to disapprove; 
but I never remember to have heard a 
sermon from which I did not learn some- 
thing that did me good.” 

Mrs. Gray was eminently a woman of 
prayer. Exhorting her sisters to culti- 
vate the habit of prayer, she says, evi- 
dently from her own experience of its 
efficacy, ‘“ Prayer will saye from a thou- 
sand snares. Oh, how delightful it is in 
the morning to lift up your voice unto 
God! It prepares for the duties of the 
day; soothes and solaces under the 
cares, anxieties, and bustle of business. 
Dear sisters, I want you to bend the 
knee together. Prayer is the out-pouring 
of the heart to God.” 

Though she often anticipated anxiously 
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the hour of her final struggle, for her 
death had no real terrors. Amid her 
deep relative afflictions she had culti- 
yated a submissive temper. At one of 
the seasons when she was enduring 
heavier trouble than ordinary, she writes 
to a friend, also in trouble, “ ‘ At even- 
tide it shall be light.” To have the mind 
kept in peace, waiting passively, is no 
small merey; the darkness is only for a 
night, joy and pleasure come with the 
light of a dear Redeemer’s countenance, 
and it is sun-rise with the trembling, 
weakened Christian.” 

On another occasion, adverting to the 
precarious condition of her husband’s 
health, she says, “ I know well that he 
is in the hands of a gracious Father. I 
want to feel entire resignation. God 
cannot mistake in any of his dealings.” 

When for the last time she left the 
sick room of her husband, not expecting 
him to survive, her profound submission 
found utterance. “Take care of him,” 
she said to the attendants, “I shall 
neyer see him more; but he is in the 
hands of God.” No anxiety disturbed 
her. She felt that her own hour of de- 
parture was rapidly coming on, and 
spoke of it freely ; but she added, “I 
am going to be with Jesus.” ‘Oh, how 
sweet,” she said, “to drink wine with 
him in his kingdom !— 

“¢T on his oath rely ; 
J on his word depend ; * 


I shall, on angels’ wings upborne, 
To heaven ascend,’ ” 


Reference was made to the pilgrim 
in Bunyan passing through Jordan. 
“He,” she said, “ found the waters cold 
and deep; I find them shallow, and 
Jesus beckons me through :— 


“Nor Jordan’s streams, nor death’s cold flood, 
Shall fright me from the shore,’ ” 


The few days that intervened between 
this and her decease were days of the 
utmost serenity in interchange with tri- 
umphant hope; and, as opportunity 
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eccurred, her prevailing anxiety to do 
good directed her conversations with all 
around her. She had no family of her 
own to awaken solicitude ; but a large 
eircle of friends, and their children, will 


not soon forget her earnest and affection- 
ate appeals. May they, and all who 
read this brief memorial, imitate her faith 
and diligence, and at last share in her 
transcendent, joys. 


EDGAR, OR THE UNHAPPY DISCIPLE. 


The reader may regard the following sketch as substantially authentic. 


The young person, the 


original of it, was more familiar with the writer than a brother, and as he is now where he will 
not be pained by the portraiture, there is no impropriety in presenting it to the readers of the 


Baptist Magazine, 


Tue parents of Edgar were industrious 
people, and for their grade in life, intel- 
ligent ; but not decidedly religious, for 
a long period after 1812, the year in 
which their beloved son was born. Ed- 
gar betrayed from his infancy an ardent 
and restless temperament ; and the rod 
and curb of discipline, not being used 
with sufficient firmness and constancy, 
he had become, at the date of my earliest 
recollection of him, a fiery, obstreperous 
lad. Yet his fond parents were not un- 
conscious of the evils they were foster- 
ing, by lax and fickle training ; and at 
- times when this consciousness was poig- 
nant they would be exceedingly severe, 
so severe as to punish the little fellow 
until the hand that swung the rapidly 
rebounding rod was unnerved by the 
gushings of parental pity. This treat- 
ment, not indeed often actually repeated, 
but daily threatened, combined with 
numberless mortifications, from parties 
who disliked him, and several alarming 
accidents, which jeoparded his life, in- 
fused into his mental constitution a spe- 
cies of self-distrust, and apprehensive- 
ness of rebuke, which made him awk- 
wardly bashful in the presence of his 
superiors, but in its reaction, seen among 
his equals and inferiors, produced an en- 
thusiasm for bold, adventurous feats. As 
to the culture of his mind, it was meagre, 


yet from various sources, he acquired a 
great deal of information on miscella- 
neous subjects, and on religion above 
the rest ; so that while he surpassed all 
his associates in energy, hé was equal to 
any of them in intelligence. 

Such was Edgar in his seventeenth 
year, the momentous crisis of his being 
“created anew in Christ Jesus.” 

The manner of his conversion was sin- 
gular. In spite of knowledge and con- 
science, his reckless daring not seldom 
evinced itself in setting at nought the 
services of God’s house, and the ministers 
of his word. Thus one sabbath evening 
in the summer of 1829, he rambled 
about the fields with some of his com- 
panions till nearly eight o’clock, when, 
to finish their entertainment, they pro- 
ceeded to a place of worship. They sat 
down on a form at the back of the end 
gallery, where Edgar made fun for his 
party, by mimicking the expression and 
gestures of the zealous preacher. The 
service having closed, Edgar, after gos- 
siping awhile in the streets, directed his 
steps homeward, neither thinking nor 
caring about whathe had heard. Next 
morning, on awaking, he felt unwell, and 
did not rise at his usual hour. It was 
now, in the multitude of his musings, 
certain words of the preacher on the 
past evening recurred to his mind, The 
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effect was instantaneous and wonderful. 
His sins rose up before him, and the ter- 
rors of hell took hold upon him. He 
was speedily out of bed, and on his 
knees crying for mercy. Fears and 
hopes alternated ; he groaned, and gave 
thanks; trembled, and rejoiced ; for 
hours, his spirit vibrated between Calvary 
and the bottomless pit, until “mercy 
triumphed over wrath.” 

On such an occasion, the reader is 
prepared to expect from him prompt 
and decisive measures. They were ta- 
ken. On that self-same day, he utterly 
and for ever dissevered his former com- 
panionship, and laid his plan of action 
for the future. This plan provided for 
an uncompromising attendance on the 
public means of grace; the regular per- 
formance of private devotion ; the me- 
thodical reading of the scriptures; the 
abandonment of every practice of even 
doubtful propriety ; and several modes of 
doing good, the primary one having re- 
spect to his late associates, on whom he 
resolyed to expend the most strenous ef- 
forts, to win them over to Christ. Such 
was his scheme, and he acted it out. 
For many months his peace flowed as a 
river, and his righteousness as the waves 
of the sea. The transformation was 
most striking. The people maryelled 
and himself rejoiced with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. 

But alas! the scene must now change. 
Suddenly, and from no apparent cause, 
the composed and happy countenance 
of Edgar underwent a perfect metamor- 
phosis. His features indicated an ab- 
sorbed mind, and his intercourse with 
his most familiar friends was character- 
ized by a secresy and moroseness, that 
some imputed to pride, and others to in- 
sanity. Neither imputation was correct. 
His intellect worked painfully, but it 
was not unhinged; and never was he 
less self-sufficient or proud. He loathed 
himself. He felt himself unfit to meet 
the eye of his meanest fellow-sinner. 
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Yet he appeared to retain his strict in- 
tegrity, his generosity, his sympathy for 
the poor and afflicted, and his interest in 
the progress of Christ’s kingdom. And 
the reader may be surprised, but I can 
vouch for the sincerity of Edgar in all 
this. It was not an attempt to keep up 
a show of consistency. His public acts, 
during the whole of this dark period, 
were as conscientious as ever they had 
been. Nor did his heart-felt reverence 
of the Saviour abate. He would often 
extol the purity of his law, and the righ- 
teousness of his judgments. He still 
gloried in the cross, and would, 'I am 
persuaded, have hailed martyrdom in 
its defence. Nevertheless, it was a 
guilty conscience that wrought upon him 
this marvellous and disastrous change. 
Edgar had violated his secret vows. The 
rules which he had framed, and solemnly 
ratified, for regulating his private be- 
haviour, and settling his devotional 
habits,—these, one fatal morning, the 
pressure of worldly engagements induced 
him to break. The thing was done; 
the evil was inflicted ; the devil tri- 
umphed; and in a moment the youthful 
devotee sunk as into the belly of hell. 
Awful was the gloom which settled on 
his spirit, and several weeks revolved 
ere he made the least effort to emerge 
from it. He courted the blackness of 
darkness; his fetters he hugged, and 
would rather have made them heavier 
than lighter; so rigidly did he justify 
God, and judge himself. The resistless 
impetuosity of his temper, taking this 
direction, hurried him to the confines of 
fanaticism. He felt willing to give up 
his hope of salvation, and to endure the 
just wrath of God for ever; yet he de- 
termined to vindicate the honour of 
Christ, and by the fullest consecration 
of his powers, seek the enlargement of 
his kingdom. 

This, with short intervals of hopeful- 
ness and comparative peace, was Edgar’s 
state for many months. Such attempts 
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as he made at private prayer, meditation, 
and the study of the sacred word, were 
commonly interrupted by sudden gusts 
of self-reproach, which would stifle his 
petitions, and suspend his efforts at com- 
munion with God. Moments of com- 
posure were frequently succeeded by 
paroxysms of intense anguish. Indeed, 
“the terrors of God did set themselves 
in array against him ;” yet scarce any 
perceptible alteration took place in the 
course of his pious activities. But ulti- 
mately, through the rich mercy of God, 
he was brought out again to the light. 
He was led back, with a meek and lowly 
heart, to the fountain opened for sin. 
He looked again, with adoring gratitude, 
to his dying Lord; and the words of 
the apostle John, “If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous,” spread life and 
transport through his breast. His coun- 
tenance now resumed its glow of heavyen- 
ly love; but “the remembrance of his 
affliction and his misery, the wormwood 
and the gall,” would at times return, so 
as almost to drink up his spirit. 


Here I leave Edgar; but why do I 
record his history ? 

1. That parents may receive a lesson 
on the importance of systematic disci- 
pline. I attribute much of the peculiar 
wretchedness of Edgar to his untutored 
passions. Let parental rule be constant 
and uniform, and it will be authoritative, 
yet genial; let terrors and indulgences 
interchangeably direct it, and the child 
is likely to become a desperado, or a 
dunce. 

2. That young converts may be care- 
ful how they place themselves under 
self-imposed vows. If they make vows, 
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let them beforehand count the cost. If 
a man will construct laws for himself, 
and conjure penalties wherewith to bind 
them on his soul, he should assure his 
heart, that both the genius of such laws 
and their specific provisions will consist 
with his situation and capacity. Of vows 
signed and sealed before the Lord in- 
voked as witness, whose arbitrary pur- 
port is, “‘to spend so much time in read- 
ing and prayer; to be at devotions by 
such an hour; or to abstain from this or 
that gratification ;’—of vows like these, 
what more of approval can the votary 
expect from God or man than is involved 
in the question, “ Who hath required 
this at your hands?” 

3. That Christians may see again the 
necessity of judging each other cliarita- 
bly. If at any time a brother appears 
morose, let us not leap to the conclusion 
that he is cherishing suspicious distrust 
or supercilious contempt of those about 
him. I remember that Edgar was stung 
almost to madness, when in one of his 
gloomiest moods, a minister dropped an 
inuendo to the effect that his manner 
was haughty, and another esteemed 
friend reported him lunatic. 

4. That when believers fall into sin, 
they should at once repair to the cross, 
and not feed the fires of a guilty con- 
science by morbid self-upbraidings and 
perverse disregard of the provisions of 
the new covenant. If ever peace is to 
be regained, it must be by looking afresh 
to the Lamb of God ; and why not look 
at once, and let misery cease? Remem- 
ber, and imitate, Peter. 


Other reflections I leave to be suggest- 
ed by the reader’s own mind. 


Chelsea. W. B. 


THOUGHTS ON PSALM XXIII. 4. 


Darx valley, that boundest our sojourn below ! 
What wisdom shall fathom thy fearful abyss? 

Conducting the sinner to regions of woe, 
And leading the saint to the home of his bliss! 


Ah, well may the spirit grow sad at the thought 
Of crossing thy threshold, mysterious abode !— 
Since none to earth’s confines returning have taught 
What wonders encompassed their desolate road. 


How bitter the parting !—the anguish how deep ! 
When hope from the chamber of suffering retires, 

And leaves the lone mourners in sorrow to weep 
As nature’s last beam groweth dim and expires. 


Yet, fearful believer, if Jesus shall deign 
Thine exit from earth with his presence to cheer ; 
Though burdened with sorrow, or tortured with pain, 
In this the last conflict, thou need’st not to fear. 


His rod shall direct thee, his staff shall uphold,— 
The smiles of his favour forbidding despair,— 

Till, borne to his bosom, thine eyes shall behold 
The mansions of light he hath gone to prepare. 


There rest, wearied spirit, thy wanderings complete ; 
No sorrows to sadden, no tempter to lure ; 
With Christ and his chosen, in fellowship sweet, 
Through ages eternal thy joys shall endure. 
Battersea, May 3, 1842, 


THE LAST PLAGUE. 


Egyptia! o’er thy judgment-scathed land 
Night spreads her pall of deep and deathful gloom ; 
Shades that enshroud destruction’s blasting hand, 
So soon to mark each dwelling-place a tomb :-— 
Ere morn’s bright rays thy darkened coasts illume, 
Jehovah through their limits shall have passed ; 
Dyeing the sword of vengeance in thy doom 
Which hitherto his hand hath only grasped :— 
But now, incensed, he strikes! He strikes P The blow is past. 


Israel! thy blood-besprinkled lintels spare 
The favoured tribes, the chosen of the Lord ; 
Omnipotence discerned thy safety there, 
And thou wert surely sheltered in his word: 
So fare his children ; nought he hath averred 
Can fail to them who make his arm their trust, 
Or by earth, heaven, and hell, shall be deferred: 
The frown that changes rebels into dust 
Becomes a smile of peace and blessing to the just. 


Hosts of the living God, awake, arise ! 
Flee from the house of iron vassalage ; 
Go to fulfil your glorious destinies, 
And with the uncircumcised the warfare wage : 
The mighty God of Abram doth engage . 
With valorous deeds each bosom to inspire ; 
Himself your leader through this pilgrimage, ‘ 
A cloudy pillar and a lamp of fire ; 


Onward ; to Canaan march ; that land of long desire. 
Canterbury. 
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Houlston and Stoneman. 12mo. pp. 116. 
Man’s sweetest earthly pleasures are 
derived from woman, and to her he is 
indebted for the best assistance that he 
receives in weakness, toil, and sorrow. 
The haughtiest despot who ever boasted 
of his independence, required attentions 
when he entered into life for which he 
was indebted to woman’s care. In child- 
hood woman is the most condescending 
and patient teacher, in manhood the 
most affectionate and attractive compa- 
nion, in adversity the most constant and 
faithful friend, in sickness the most vigi- 
lant and tender nurse, and, when the 
last struggle is over, she is usually the 
most sincere and disconsolate mourner. 
He who passes through the term of his 
earthly existence without a wife, may 
perhaps be wealthy, learned, and useful ; 
but his share of human comfort is meagre, 
and to a knowledge of the position de- 
signed for man and the sympathies be- 
longing to his nature, he is comparatively 
a stranger. His circumstances may be 
such as to render it an act of heroic self- 
denial to continue in celibacy, but he 
acquires only a partial acquaintance with 
the excellence of that provisfon which 
unerring wisdom made for our wants. 
The interests of the generation that is 
departing, of that which is now flourish- 
ing in its prime, and of that which is 
about to appear, all require that diligent 
and judicious attention should be given 
to the training of young females. Their 
influence will be great, but it may be 
more or less powerful, and more or less 
advantageously directed, according to 
the instructions they receive and the 
habits they acquire. When Napoleon 


asked Madame Campan what was want- 
ing in order that the youth of France 
might be well educated, her reply was, 
“Good mothers!” The answer was cor- 
rect; and if it be asked what earthly 
blessing will be most soothing to parents 
in their declining years, it may be said, 
“Good daughters!’ And what is more 
essential to the well-being of our young 
and middle-aged men than good sisters 
and good wives? 

An expensive education is however 
often a very bad one ; instead of prepar- 
ing, it absolutely unfits its recipients for 
the duties of future life. The worst 
course adopted for “the daughters of 
England” is that which transports them 
to the continent to acquire accomplish- 
ments and elegance of manners; but 
parents who would shudder at the 
thought of subjecting their children to 
such peril, often do what approximates 
to it, when they send them to fashion - 
able schools, where they are taught that 
it is necessary above all things to walk 
according to the course of this world, to 
adopt the maxims of this world as the 
tule of their conduct, to imitate the 
manners and echo the opinions of the 
aristocracy, to be pious as ladies of qua- 
lity are pious, and to look down with 
contempt on most ancient and all mo- 
dern puritans, Apostasies of the children 
of wealthy dissenters from the principles. 
of their grandfathers and the professions 
of their immediate parents, have arisen 
we believe chiefly from the bias received 
in schools and colleges; and especially 
from the education of young ladies, into 
whose hearts a love of the fashionable 
has been infused, and into whose hands 
books have been put, particularly books 
of English history, misrepresenting facts 
and persons, and filling the mind with 
baneful prejudices. In other cases, 
through the mistakes of parents or teach- 
ers, young females receiving what is 
called education are trained to habits of 
frivolity, and fitted not to be the associ- 
ates of men, but their playthings ; while 
some whe undertake to teach them a 
more excellent way would lead them to 
renounce the mental peculiarities of their 
sex, and while they compliment them on 
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their intellectual stature, would strip 
them of their charms, exciting them to 
be, not helpers to their companions of 
the other sex, but rivals. 

The works before us are all intended 
to afford aid in the formation of the fe- 
male character, and they may be read 
with advantage by young ladies them- 
selves, and by those on whom it devolves 
to direct their course. The perusal of 
that entitled The English Maiden has 
afforded us much pleasure. It is anony- 
mous, and we know neither the name of 
the author nor the section of the Chris- 
tian church to which he belongs; but 
he possesses good sense, writes in a 
lively style, and inculeates just princi- 
ples. His fifteen chapters are on the 
capacities of woman—the influence of 
woman—the education of woman—home 
—society—love—single life—reasons for 
marriage—conditions of true marriage— 
the society of young men—first love— 
conduct during engagement—conjugal 
and maternal duties—trials of woman 
and her solace—encouragements. On 
these topics many valuable counsels will 
be found, the fruit of observation of the 
various circumstances through which 
English maidens have to pass in their 
entrance into life, and the results accru- 
ing from the different courses they adopt. 

For the sake of a large and interesting 
class of readers we extract a few of the 
paragraphs relating to marriage. 


“ A true marriage must be free, contracted 
by the preference and choice of both parties, 
To marry only to please a third person, even 
though it be a father or mother, is never a duty, 
and can be the result only of a misled judgment, 
or a mistaken kind of filial piety. 

“Yet we would by no means recommend the 
disregard of parental advice in this sacred trans- 
action. Perhaps the dangers of this age lie 
chiefly in that direction, There is often a false 
independence in this matter, an idea that a cer- 
tain individual must be a lady’s companion for 
life. She may believe that ‘the match was 
made in heaven,’ and that it is a sin in parents 
and friends to oppose it. Or she may determine 
that, let what will be the consequences, she will 
accept the overtures the gentleman has made 
her. The tendencies of the times induce many 
psrents to keep silent, and take no part, and 
give no advice, when their daughters receive 
proposals for marriage. It is thought that, let 
them advise as they may, their children are re- 
solved to do just as they please, and to preserve 
peace they forbear to interfere in the least. 
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“This state of things cannot be too deeply 
deplored. When a young woman receives an 
offer of marriage, it presents a solemn occasion, 
one which demands of her great deliberation, 
thoughtfulness, and discretion, Counsel and 
assistance are never more needed than in this 
important exigency. And to whom should she 
go in preference to those who best understand 
her character, and what traits are needed in 
another to render her happy and useful to him ; 
and who feel also the deepest interest in her 
welfare ? The daughter should seek advice from 
this quarter, and the parent ought promptly to 
give it. In the other extreme, where parental 
partiality would coerce the feelings of a child, 
and impel her to a step she would fain avoid, 
then let the daughter mildly, but firmly, main- 
tain her own purpose, 

“ A good disposition, if essential in the wife, 
is no less so in the husband. No young lady 
would marry one she believed destitute of this 
quality, Every instance in which it is found 
ultimately to be wanting is the result of a de- 
ception, either blindly disregarded by the lady, 
or so artfully conducted during the days of 
‘courtship’ as to be then wholly unperceived. 
But of what value are all other recommenda- 
tions, talent, beauty, wealth, family, without 
an amiable spirit and kind feelings? She who 
allows herself to hazard any thing on this point, 
is little less than insane, If her partner prove 
morose, sullen, or selfish, it will blight for ever 
the joys of their marriage day; and their after- 
life will be a source of endless misery to each, 

“ Next to the disposition, we regard a good 
temper as essential to domestic happiness, If 
nature have bestowed sparingly of this gift, and 
there be evidence of inward passion, unless 
there be also unceasing efforts at self-control, 
commit not your destiny to the individual. 
When the restraints of unfamiliar acquaintance 
are at length thrown off, what can you antici- 
pate but captiousness and peevishness ? ‘ Where 
surfaces,’ says one, ‘are contiguous, every little 
prominence is mutually felt.’ How fearful that 
minds subject to unrestrained anger should be 
brought in so near collision as may be produced 
by marriage, 

“You will desire proofs of sensibility. This 
is often accompanied by excitable passions; but 
not uniformly, not of necessity. The beau ideal 
of a desirable companion combines quick feel- 
ings with a serene, self-possessed temper. Spare 
no efforts in ascertaining how near the indivi- 
dual who addresses you approaches this glorious 
ideal. An utter failure should present, in your 
view, an insuperable obstacle to a connexion 
with him for life, 

“ Another condition of a happy marriage is 
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a union of spirit on the great subject of religion. 
It is desirable that the husband and wife belong 
to the same Christian denomination ; and that 
the family they constitute may worship in one 
church. But, above all, it is necessary that 
they be imbued with the spirit of true religion. 
‘What is true religion ?’ asks a modern writer ; 
‘Is it a temper and a disposition too high for 
common thought, or common use, abstracted 
from the ordinary feelings and affairs of life? 
Is it a thing requiring some especial and exclu- 
sive form and pattern, even to the very look 
and gesture of a man, as being something so- 
lemn and extraordinary, and altogether sepa- 
rated from the things of this world? Or should 
it not rather be some silent, inward principle of 
operation like to that of leaven, capable of 
spreading through the whole mass, both of the 
individual in whom it is, and of society in which 
it ought to be? Is it not meant to be the very 
life-blood, circulating through every vein of the 
whole moral and social system, the moving, 
vital spirit of man’s daily life, and its unceasing, 
uniform, and universal guide? Is it not, for 
instance, in worship, devoutness ? in business, 
diligence and honesty ? in suffering, patient re- 
signation ? amidst enjoyment, temperance and 
sobriety ?—and so on, through the chain of 
Christian graces, religion being the perfection 
of each ;—all springing equally from a sincere 
belief in what the Saviour of the world has 
done for us, and taught us, in the fulfilment of 
his Father’s will.’ 

“ There must be sympathy, as respects the 
value and necessity of personal piety. It is not 
their belief alone which can produce this; nor 
will a diversity of opinion prevent it where the 
spirit of Christ exists mutually between them. 
We are told that, where husband and wife enter 
into a cordial union, there often hecomes a 
growing personal resemblance of one to the 
other. Like views, tastes, feelings, and interests 
generate a similar expression of countenance. 
This blessed token of genuine affection will 
often be manifested where there is found a spi- 
ritual sympathy, Let this boly temper be 
deemed essential, and you shall 


‘Learn, by a mortal yearning, to ascend 
Towards a higher object. Love was given, 
Encouraged, sanctified, chiefly for that end.’ 


“ Let there be a full and frank expression of 
opinion on points of faith and conscience, before 
marriage, as well as after. Occasion is some- 
times given for the complaint that the true 
feelings and intentions on this subject were con- 
cealed during the engagement of the parties; or 
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ward, This is a fatal error, and should be most 
studiously avoided. 

“ The young woman may justly require that 
her future companion be a man of intelligence. 
‘Mental attractions alone can gain a lasting 
empire. Where these are wanting, as the ob- 
ject loses its novelty and becomes common, its 
beauties fade away, and the imagination and the 
eyes which complacently and admiringly rested 
upon them begin to wander. Love, if it ever 
existed, rapidly abates; one or both regret pre- 
cipitation; glaring defects stand out in bold 
relief, in place of the perfections which the ima- 
gination had painted.’ She who does not re- 
gard another as at least her equal in talent and 
education, can hardly entertain for him that 
respect which is the basis of all true love. Not 
only should there be a moral and religious, but 
also an intellectual sympathy between husband 
and wife. Else, how can they enjoy the society 
and conversation of each other in those num- 
berless hours when they are sole companions ? 

“ The mortification, too, of being linked to 
stupidity or ignorance for life; of feeling always 
anxious, when in company, lest your husband 
utter the follies he does at your own fireside, 
must be insupportable. If you have one whom 
you cannot trust as a man of common sense at 
least, woe is your lot.”.—The English Maiden, 
pp- 153—158. 


Three advantages appertain to Mrs. 
Ellis. The first is, that she is favour- 
ably known to the public by former pro- 
ductions of her pen; the second, that 
possessing the heart of a woman, she 
can enter experimentally into feminine 
difficulties, anxieties, and hopes; and 
the third that her suggestions on some 
subjects will be received by the persons 
to whom they are addressed with more 
ready and implicit confidence as coming 
from a lady than they would obtain if 
propounded bya gentleman. Her work 
is divided into twelve chapters, entitled, 
important inquiries—economy of time— 
cleverness, learning, knowledge--music, 
painting, and poetry—taste, tact, and 
observation—beauty, health, and tem- 
per—society, fashion, and love of dis- 
tinction—gratitude and affection—friend- 
ship and flirtation—love and courtship 
—selfishness, vanity, artifice, and integ- 
rity—dedication of youth. 

The following remarks by Mrs. Ellis 
relate to the same subject as the preced- 
ine extract. 

“In the bestowment of the affections, few 
women are tempted to make choice of men of 


that more charity was expressed then than after- | weak capacity, Still there is sometimes a 
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plausible manner, a gentlemanly address, or a 
handsome exterior, which serves for a while to 
bewilder the judgment, so as to conceal from 
detection the emptiness within. It is the con- 
stitutional want of woman’s nature to have 
some superior being to look up to; and how 
shall a man of weak capacity supply this want? 
He may possibly please for an hour, or a day, 
but it is a fearful thought to have to dwell with 
such a one for life. 

“The most important inquiry, however, to 
be made in the commencement of an attach- 
ment, for it may be too late to make it after- 
wards, is, whether the object of it inspires with 
a greater love of all that is truly excellent—in 
short, whether his society and conversation have 
a direct tendency to make religion appear more 
lovely and more desirable. Ifnot, he can be no 
safe companion for the intimacy of married life ; 
for you must have already discovered, that your 
own position as a Christian requires support 
rather than opposition, It is the more import- 
ant, therefore, that this inquiry should be most 
satisfactorily answered in an early stage of the 
attachment; because it is the peculiar nature 
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of love to invest with ideal excellence the object 
of its choice, so that after it has once obtained 
possession of the heart, there ceases too gene- 
rally to be a correct perception of good and 
evil, where the interests of love are concerned,” 
—The Daughters of England, pp. 326, 327. 


Mr. Pennington treats of the Endow- 
ments of Female Character, first moval 
euvcellencies, courage, devoted constancy 
and affection, sympathy, modesty, piety ; 
secondly, mental endowments, imagi- 
nation, perception, judgment ;—the in- 
fluence of female character, in domestic 
life, in the school-room, in social life, on 
the opposite sex, on the world ;—and 
the formation of female character, as de- 
volving on mothers, on teachers, on self- 
cultivation. This small volume cannot 
be brought into competition with the 
others with which we have classed it ; 
but there is truth in the author’s remark, 
that “ the brevity of the little book may 
be an inducement for many to read it, 
who have neither time nor inclination to 
peruse a larger work on the subject,” 
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The Life and Defence of the Conduct and Prin- 
ciples of the venerable and calumniated Ed- 
mund Bonner, Bishop of London, in the reigns 
of Henry VIIL, Edward VI., Mary, and 
Elizabeth ; in which is considered the best mode 
of again changing the religion of this nation. 
By A Tracrartan Bririsu Criric. De- 
dicated to the Bishop of London. London: 
8yo. pp. 382. Price 10s, 6d. 


The design of this work is to show the essen- 
tial identity of the Oxford tractarian system 
with that of the church of Rome. The means 
employed are a mock defence of Bishop Bon- 
ner’s character, and of the leading particulars 
of the history of that atrocious persecutor. 
With this view the writer personates a tracta- 
rian; speaks of what he and his friends have 
written, when quoting the tracts, the British 
Critic, and Froude’s Remains; and ironically 
praises or censures Bonner and his contempo- 
rary bishops. None but a genius of the first 
order could keep up an effort of this kind suc- 
cessfully through ice hundred and eighty-two 
octavo pages; and while the author displays 
considerable acuteness and humour, as well as 
industry, it is not always easy to determine 
whether he is speaking seriously or not, and the 
mind becomes pared and ceases to be pleased 
with the feint long before the book concludes. 


Letter on Baptismal Regeneration, addressed 
through the Rev. Dr, Fletcher to the Ministers 
and Members of the Evangelical Pedobaptists. 
By the Rev. ©. Stover. London: 12mo. 
pp- 15. Price 2d. 


Impressed with the prevalence and dangerous 
effects of the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, 
Mr. Stovel takes occasion from Dr. Fletcher’s 
sermon on the birth of the Prince of Wales, no- 
ticed in our number for February, to propose to 
him two questions, The first is, “ Ought not 
something more decisive to be done in exposing 
the nature and checking the progress of this 
papal heresy?” the second, “Ought not you 
and your brethren, in some more obvious and 
conclusive way, to clear yourselves and the 
ceremony you perform on infants from your im- 
plication in the evils which flow from this per- 
nicious heresy?” He inquires, also, how far the 
ceremony performed by our brethren on infants 
does further their appropriation and enjoyment 
of the blessings of the new covenant; and how 
certain scriptures can be explained and applied 
to the ceremony our pedobaptist brethren de- 
fend, without an admission of the baptismal re- 
generation which many of them deny. Should 
Mr. Stovel obtain answers to these questions 
from several quarters, and surely they are ques- 
tions of importance, it will afford us pleasure to 
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examine how far the respondents harmonize 
with each other; but this is a species of grati- 
fication which we do not expect to enjoy very 
speedily. 


Brief Notices of Hayti; with its condition, 
resources, and prospects. By JoHN CAND- 
LER. London: 12mo. pp. 175. Price 2s, 6d. 


After his visit to Jamaica in 1840, Mr. 
Candler made a benevolent tour of inquiry 
through Hayti, and has recorded in this volume 
the result of his researches. The state of this 
island has happily attracted the attention of 
late of many Christian philanthropists, and we 
trust that it will ere long receive some decisive 
tokens of their regard. It is in size nearly 
equal to Ireland, and the fact that its inhabi- 
tants are a free republic of black and coloured 
people, and that it is but forty leagues from Ja- 
maica, entitle it to the special patronage of our 
brethren in that island. Romanism is the esta- 
blished religion; but allegiance to the Pope is 
renounced, the president being the head of the 
church; and entire toleration is the law of the 
land, and is freely extended to all dissidents 
from the Romish church. Mr. Candler states 
that “the door is open to missionaries of all 
denominations, but whoever enters on this field 
of labour must do it in faith, with a single de- 
pendence on the Lord of the harvest for a bless- 
ing.” The personal narrative is interesting, and 
much valuable information is condensed into a 
small number of pages. 


History of the Macedonians, the Seleucide in 
Syria, and the Parthians. From Rollin, and 
other authentic sources, both ancient and mo- 
dern, London: 8vo. pp. 136, Price 2s. 


This work, which is uniform with the Histo-~ 
ries of the Egyptians, Carthaginians, Assyrians, 
and Persians, previously published by the Tract 
Society, constitutes with them a handsome 
octavo volume, containing a body of ancient 
history compiled with care, and intentionally 
adapted to the elucidation of the inspired writ- 
ings. 


Christ our Law. By the author of ‘ Christ our 
Example? ‘The Table of the Lord, Sc. 
London: Seeley and Burnside, Foolscap 
8yvo. pp. 274. 


The sentiments expressed are those prevalent 
among evangelical churchmen; the spirit 
evinced is pious and candid ; but that the writer 
is called to teach theology in print is very 
doubtful. 


The Young Wife’s and Mother’s Book. Advice 
to Mothers on the management of their off- 
spring during the periods of infancy, childhood, 
and youth; Advice to Young Wives on the 
management of themselves during the periods 
of pregnancy and lactation. By Pye Henry 
Cuavasse, Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, London. Second edition considera- 
bly enlarged and improved, London: pp. 
132, Price 5s. 

This work is intended for married, ladies ex- 
clusively ; and they will see reason to appreciate 
many of the counsels which it contains. 
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Jubilee Hymn and Tune for Sabbath Schools. 
By J. Eyres, London: Ward and Co. 


The simplicity and liveliness of both the 
words and music will give them acceptance, 
we doubt not, with the cis for whose use they 
are designed. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


Essays for Sabbath Reading. By J. GREAVES. 
London; Ward & Co. 12mo. pp. 373. 


_Religious Discretion ; or, the Christian exhibited in 
his Secular Character. A Sermon delivered in Union 
Chapel, Islington, on Lord’s day, Jan, 23, 1842. By 
TuHomss Lewis. London: pp. 60. Price 1s. 


Thoughts on Salvation. By THomas Race, Author 
of ms The Deity,’’ ** The Martyr of Verulam,” ‘‘ He- 
pcos &c. London: Longman & Co., 18mo. 
Pp. 82. 


The Lot of Mortality, Death; the Pilgrim’s Rest, 
the Grave; and Early Flowers. By the Rev. ADAM 
Netson, M.A. London: Hamilton, 32mo. pp. 152. 


The Devotedness of a Christian Church to the 
Cause of Christ elucidated and enforced. A Discourse 
delivered at Henley-on-Thames, on Tuesday, April 
19, 1842, before the East Berks Association. By, the 
Rey. E. MannERING. Published for the benefit of 
the Association. ‘London: 18mo. pp. 35. Price 4d. 


Puseyism Unmasked: or the great Protestant Prin- 
ciple of the Right of Private Judgment defended 
against the arrogant Assumptions of the Advocates of 
Puseyism. A Discourse, by Joun Morris (late of 
Olney, Bucks), Minister of Webb Street Chapel, 
Bermondsey. London : 8v0. pp. 16. Price 2d. 


The Mortification of Sin in Believers: containing 
the Necessity, Nature, and Means of it; with a Reso- 
lution of sundry cases of Conscience thereto belonging. 
By Joun Owen, D.D. London: ( Tract Society) 
18:0. pp. 142. Price 1s. 


The Fly. London: (Tract Society) Square 16ma. 
pp. 32. Pwice 4d. 


Elements of Astronomy ; adapted for Private In- 
struction and Use in Schools. By Huco Rep, Lec- 
turer on Natural Philosophy. Illustrated by fifty-six 
engravings on wood. Edinburgh: 12mo. pp. 165, 
Price 33. 6d. 


Model Lessons for Infant School Teachers and 
Nursery Governesses. Second Part: containing Les- 
sons on the Natural History of the Bible—on Plants 
—on Form, &c. By the Author of ‘‘ Lessons on 
Objects,” ‘‘ Lessons on Shells,” &c. London ; Seeley 
& Burnside. \2mo, pp. 227. 


A Catalogue of Works in all departments of English 
Literature, clussified ; with a General Alphabetical 
Index. The full titles, sizes, prices, and dates of the 
last editions are given. London: Longman & Cov, 
8v0. pp. 128. 


Kelectic Review. May, 1842. London: Ward & Co. 
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a 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


Tne meetings of the principal societies of 
our denomination, held in London during the 
last days of April, were well attended, har- 
monious, and lively. ‘The presence of some 
brethren from great distances, particularly Dr. 
Carson from the north of Ireland and Mr. 
Knibb from Jamaica, contributed materially 
to the interest and animation which were felt 
by large assemblies on yarious occasions. 
Referring our readers for information re- 
specting three societies to the Missionary 
Herald, the Irish Chronicle, and the Quarterly 
Register, we now present to them full ac- 
counts of the proceedings of those societies 
which do not possess the same facilities for 
communicating their intelligence; adding also 
brief notices of the annual meetings of several 
other religious institutions which have taken 
place subsequently. 


THE BAPTIST UNION. 


On Monday, April 25, the annual session 
of the Baptist Union commenced, in Deyon- 
shire Square Chapel, and was opened with 
prayer by the Rey, B. Godwin of Oxford, 

After some introductory observations by 
the chairman, the Rey. J. G. Pike of Derby, 
it was moved by the Rey. J. H. Hinton, se- 
conded by the Rey. E. Steane, and resolved 
unanimously :— 


“ That all brethren, being either ministers 
or members of approved baptist churches, de- 
siring to attend the session, be admitted on 
recording their names, and the churches to 
which they belong.” 


It was also proposed by the same brethren, 
and resolved unanimously :— 


“That, except for the purpose of inquiry 
or explanation, the brethren are expected to 
speak only to such motion as may be before 
the chair at the time, and only once (except 
the mover for the purpose of reply) on any 
motion; and that the chairman be requested 
to maintain this order.” 


The report of the committee was then read 
by the Rey. J. H. Hinton, and an audited 
statement of accounts was presented by the 
treasurer. It appeared that the debt of £143 
had been liquidated, and that there was a 
balance of £22 against the Union on the ex- 
penditure of the year. 

The report commenced with congratulation 
on the completion of the thirtieth year of the 
existence of the Union, It enumerated fifty- 
eight churches received in the year, and pre- 


sented a tabular view of the baptist associa- 
tions throughout the kingdom, adding, 


“ From these returns we derive the follow- 
ing general statements. Nine hundred and 
ninety-nine churches of our denomination in 
Great Britain, Scotland, and Ireland, are 
united in associations, and they compose forty 
bodies of this order, From thirty-eight of 
these associations, including nine hundred 
and seventy-five churches, information has 
been received that, during the year preceding 
their returns, twelve thousand and thirty-two 
persons had been received on a profession of 
their faith; one thousand three hundred and 
ninety-one by letters of dismission from other 
churches; and one thousand one hundred and 
eighty-eight by restoration on repentance 
from a state of exclusion. During the same 
twelve months, it appears further from the re- 
turns, that one thousand five hundred and 
ninety-nine members of the churches had 
been removed by death; one thousand four 
hundred and fifty-eight had been dismissed to 
other churches; four hundred and fifty-five 
had been permitted to withdraw from fellow- 
ship; and one thousand six hundred and 
twenty-eight had been separated by discipline. 
The clear increase is ascertainable in only 
eight hundred and ninety-four of the churches, 
and in these it amounts to nine thousand 
three hundred and sixty-six. 

“ A comparison of these numbers with the 
statistics of former years, will show that we 
have much cause for gratitude in the steady 
and growing increase of the denomination. 
In the last report it was stated, that the in- 
crease of the body during the year then ex- 
pired, had been ‘ very far greater than in any 
former year,’ and that the average increase of 
the churches, which previously to 1839 had 
been four per annum, had increased to eight. 
Your committee then anticipate the pleasure 
with which you will hear, that, whereas in 
1841 the reported increase by profession in 
977 churches was 9,536, the same element at 
the present period is, in 975 churches, 12,032 
—an augmentation of nearly one-third, The 
calculation of the average rate of increase is 
equally pleasing: it has been for the year re- 
ported very nearly ten and a half for each 
church—showing, of course, a similar augmen- 
tation of nearly one-third. Your committee 
are happy in cherishing a hope—they see not 
why it should be fallacious—that, in the large 
number of baptist churches from which they 
have no returns, the progress of the work of 
God has been equally gratifying. 

“The efforts made by the churches, whe- 
ther separately or conjointly, to disseminate 
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divine truth in their respective localities, are 
not very fully reported to your committee. 
From partial returns made to fifteen associa- 
tions, they find that the churches so reporting 
publish the gospel, by their pastors or other 
brethren, at 474 village or other stations. 
Twenty-five of the associations report 80,720 
children (an increase of 5,000 on the report 
of last year) in the sabbath schools under their 
care; and fourteen associations make a return 
of 9,595 sabbath school teachers, also a large 
increase on the preceding year.” 


The report proceeded to specify the princi- 
pal resolutions passed at meetings of the asso- 
ciations; to enumerate thirteen new churches 
formed during the year; to give a list of 
forty-one new chapels, and twenty-one en- 
largements of chapels that had been effected ; 
to present a catalogue of changes which had 
taken place in the pastorate of our churches, 
containing the names of 101 ministers who 
had accepted pastoral charges; to furnish 
brief accounts of twenty-one ministers who 
had been removed by death ; and to render 
the following account of the proceedings of 
the committee :— 


“ It is now incumbent on the committee to 
report their own proceedings during the past 

ear. 

“* At their meeting on the 15th of June, a 
parliamentary election then approaching, their 
attention was called to the notorious preva- 
lence of bribery in connexion with the elective 
franchise, and the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted :— 

** «That, as it is believed that, in many places, the 
practice of receiving a recompense for the exercise 
of the elective franchise has become very prevalent, 
this committee think it desirable to issue an address, 
cautioning the members of baptist churches against 
giving or receiving bribes; and calling upon them to 
exercise their elective franchise with integrity.’ 

“ An address was subsequently prepared 
and published in conformity with this resolu- 
tion. 


“On the 7th of September a letter was 
read from the Executive Committee of the 
Baptist Anti-slavery Convention in the United 
States, in reply to that of your committee in 
November, 1840, This letter was inserted in 
the Baptist Magazine of the following month. 


“ At the same period the attention of the 
committee was directed to the tendency and 
effects of the corn and provision laws on the 
industry and population of Great Britain and 
Treland, and a series of resolutions condem- 
natory of them was brought forward. After 
ample discussion the consideration of them 
was postponed to the quarterly meeting, on 
the 14th of December; when, after further 
discussion, they were adopted in the form 
following : namely, 
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“«That this committee regard with deep commis- 
eration the destitution which extensively prevails 
among the operative classes of the community, and 
with serious concern that decay of the trade and 
commerce of the country from which it arises. 

“<That,the existing destitution is deplored by this 
committee in the first instance as a source of great 
physical suffering; but more especially as poisoning 
the springs of domestic happiness, entailing ignor- 
ance on the rising generation, fostering reckless and 
intemperate habits in the adult population, consoli- 
dating an obdurate resistance to religious instruc- 
tion, and generating fearful impulses to violence and 
outrage. 

“<«That the committee cannot but declare their 
conviction that the present distress is greatly owing 
to the continued operation of laws restricting to the 
people the supply of the necessaries of life; which, 
on the one hand, create an artificial scarcity of food, 
and, on the other, reduce the demand and remunera- 
tion for labour. 

“<That, consequently, under the existing circum- 
stances of the country, the committee consider the 
repeal of all laws restricting the supply of food as re- 
quired by moral, and therefore paramount obliga- 
tions; and as an object to the attainment of which 
the influence of religious bodies may and should be 
directed.’ 


“ Petitions to both houses of parliament in 
accordance with these resolutions were subse- 
quently adopted, and presented, the one by 
the Earl of Radnor, the other by Benjamin 
Hawes, Esq., M.P. 


“During the past year several valuable 
donations of books to the projected denomi- 
national library have been received from vari- 
ous friends, whose kindness was promptly 
acknowledged by your committee. On the 
14th of December the committee, in con- 
formity with the recommendation of the 
Union at its last session, took into considera- 
tion the expediency of constituting a body of 
trustees, in whom the property of such library 
might be legally vested; and a sub-committee 
was appointed, upon whose recommendation 
the following resolutions were agreed to, as 
the basis of a trust-deed: namely, 


“¢That it is expedient that the property in the 
books which have been given to the Baptist Union, 
in order to form a library in the metropolis for the 
use and benefit of the baptist denomination, be 
forthwith vested in trustees. 

«<That persons hereafter to be named be request- 
ed to act as such trustees, in whom and their suc- 
cessors the property in such library and books shall 
be vested. 

“<That the trustees thus appointed shall receive 
and hold all other books, manuscripts, and other 
matters, as shall be given to them, for the purpose 
of constituting part of the said Metropolitan Denom- 
inational Library, on the same trusts and under the 
same conditions as the books hereby directed to be 
vested in them. 

«“«©That the management of and control over the 
said library, books, and other matters, shall be vested 
in the Baptist Union, and shall be subject to such 
rules, orders, and regulations as shall, from time to 
time, be made and agreed on by the said Union, or 
by any committee thereof appointed for that purpose. 

« «That the trustees shall execute a declaration of 
trust to the treasurer and secretary of the said Bap- 
tist Union, of such library, books, and other matters. 

«¢That when and sv often as the trustees shall, 
by death or resignation, be reduced to the number of 
five or legs, or oftener, if the said Baptist Union, or 
the committee thereof for the time being, shall deem 
it expedient, it shall be lawful for the said Baptist 
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Union and for the committee thereof, to elect so 
many new trustees as shall make up the number of 
trustees to fifteen or more in the discretion of such 
committee; and such new or additional trustees, 
with the surviving or continuing trustees, shall there- 
upon execute a declaration of trust to the treasurer 
and secretaries of the said Baptist Union, of such 
library, books, and other matters. 

« «That in case at any time hereafter the Baptist 
Union shall be dissolved, and the meetings thereof 
be discontinued, that then and in such case the 
management and control of the said library, books, 
and other matters, and all and every the powers and 
authorities possessed by the Baptist Union and the 
committee thereof, shall from thenceforth be vested 
in the managers for the time being of the Particular 


Baptist Fund, established ip London in the year 
1717.’ 

“The draft of the trust-deed will be sub- 
mitted for the approbation of the Union. 
The following gentlemen have been requested 
by the committee to accept the office of trus- 
tees, and have kindly signified their compli- 
ance with the request. 


e 
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y. JAMES ACWORTH. 
JoserpH Angus, M.A. 
WiLitiAM Brock. 
WitiiAM Henry BLACK. 
Joun Kusrack GILEs. 
Freperick WILiiAM Gorcnu, B.A. 
Joun Howarp Hinton, M.A. 
James Hosy, D.D. 
Spencer MuRcH. 
JAMES CAREY PIKE. 
EpwaArpb SMITH PRYCE. 
EDWARD STEANE. 

. GEORGE DEANE. 
Henry 8S. Fosrer, 
James Low. 
JoHN JAMES SMITH. 
JoserpH Tritron. 
GEORGE BoyLe WOOLLEY. 


Senn Chee weueeas 


“To the other recommendations of the 
Union in reference to the library, your com- 
mittee have not hitherto been able to pay a 
practical attention. 


“On the 18th of January, the committee 
received a communication from the committee 
of the Religious Freedom Society, proposing 
that a deputation from their body should at- 
tend a joint conference with members of par- 
liament on the subject of church-rates, which 
was accordingly appointed. The conference 
was held at Palace Yard on the 7th of Feb- 
ruary; and the deputation from this commit- 
tee reported that they entirely concurred in 
the course adopted—namely, that Sir John 
Easthope should give early notice of his in- 
tention to introduce a measure in relation to 
ehurch-rates after the recess. 


“ The Committee have observed that Lord 
Denman has again introduced into the House 
of Lords a measure for the relief, in respect 
of oaths, of such persons of the baptist de- 
nomination as conscientiously object to them. 
Under an impression, however, that a petition 
from them would haye little tendency to en- 
gage for Lord Denman’s bill a more favour- 
able consideration, they haye declined to 
adopt such a proceeding, 


UNION. 


“On occasion of the recent visit to this 
country of the King of Prussia, your commit- 
tee deemed it right to present to his majesty 
an address of congratulation; more especially 
as they had been made acquainted by their 
brother Lehmann, at Berlin, with the just and 
enlightened measures, in relation to religious 
liberty in general, and to baptist churches in 
particular, which the king had pursued within 
his Jominions. An address was accordingly 
prepared; and, as the committee were in- 
formed that the pressure of his majesty’s en- 
gagements did not allow him to receive a 
deputation, it was forwarded through the 
chevalier Bunsen. 


“ The attention of your committee has, seye- 
ral times during the past year, been engaged 
by the baptist churches which are springing 
up in various parts of the continent of Eu- 
rope. 

“ On the 11th of May last, they had the 
pleasure of receiving the Rev. J. G. Oncken, 
pastor of a baptist church in the city of Ham- 
burgh. He laid open the condition of baptist 
churches at Copenhagen, Langeland, and 
Aalborg, by all which persecution had been 
suffered from the Danish authorities; and re- 
quested, as a practical measure adapted to 
their relief, certificates of recognition on the 
part of the Union, both of the church at. Co- 
penhagen, and the Rev, Peter Monster, their 
pastor. Documentary and other evidence 
fully justifying this course, the request was 
complied with, 


“ On the 25th of August, a special meeting 
of the committee was held, in consequence of 
the continued persecution of the baptists in 
Denmark, and the appointment by the West 
Riding Baptist Association of a deputation to 
that country on their behalf. A memorial to 
the king was unanimously agreed upon, and 
confided to the Rey. Messrs. Giles and Dow- 
son, the deputation already named, for 
presentation to his Majesty. The sum of 
ten pounds was also voted towards the ex- 
penses and objects of the deputation. After 
the return of these brethren from Denmark, 
your committee (deeming it important that 
the results of their mission should be commu- 
nicated to the public in the metropolis in the 
most efficient manner) took measures for the 
holding of a public meeting for the reception 
of their report. The meeting was accordingly 
held on the 10th of November, at New Park 
Street Chapel, the Rev. Dr. Cox in the chair. 
Messrs. Giles and Dowson here gave an ample 
account of their proceedings to a large and 
deeply interested auditory. 


“At the commencement of the year your 
committee were entrusted with power to ar- 
range with the Rev. W. Groser for the fulfil- 
ment of the duties of the secretary’s office, in 
consequence of the resignation of their late 
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secretary, the Rev. Joseph Belcher. Not 
having succeeded in this object, they proceed- 
ed, according to the authority placed in their 
hands, to invite the Rev. J. H. Hinton’s oc- 
cupation of the vacant post, and gratefully 
accepted his proposal temporarily to execute 
its duties; and they now earnestly recommend 
that he be invited to take the office for the 


ensuing year, in conjunction with the other 
secretaries. 


“ Tt will be in the recollection of the mem- 
bers of the Union, that, at the period of the 
last annual session, the funds were in a state 
of embarrassment; that the treasurer, being 
considerably in advance, and seeing immediate 
obligations far exceeding any probable receipts, 
had resigned his office; and that a special 
contribution, conditional on the wiping off of 
the whole debt of £143, was commenced at 
the public meeting. It devolved upon the 
Committee immediately to issue a circular for 
the securing of the object in view; and they 
are happy to say that it has been secured, 
the appeal having been, almost universally, 
met with much promptness and liberality. 
On the accomplishment of this result, the late 
treasurer, according to the expressed wish of 
the union, resumed his functions. 

“ Subsequently it became, not only import- 
ant but urgent, that measures should be taken 
for obtaining a regular annual income, in or- 
der to prevent the recurrence of a similar 
crisis. At the quarterly meeting on the 7th 
of September this subject was fully consi- 
dered ; and, after extended discussion, the 
following resolutions were adopted unani- 
mously : namely, 


«That the annual income and expenditure of the 
Union for the last seven years have amounted to the 
average sums of £79 and £97 respectively. 

«<That to the annual session of 1841 it appeared 
that the objects defined in its constitution comprise 
matters to which its pecuniary condition is utterly 
inadequate, and that such matters may be expected 
from time to time to arise: so that it is indispensa- 
bly necessary to create a regular income, by the aid 
of which all such matters may be accomplished. 

«© That the period at which the subscriptions for 
the current year shall be considered due, shall 
henceforth be the 29th of September: that to every 
ehureh from which (directly or through an associa- 
tion) no subscription shall have been received on 
the first of October in any year, it shall be the duty 
of the secretary to write, reminding them of this 
circumstance: and that it shall be the further duty 
of the secretary to repeat such notification at inter- 
vals, while it shall remain disregarded, or while any 
expectation which may have been held out shall re- 
main unfulfilled.” 


“Under the necessary modifications this 
plan has been acted upon during the past 
year; but, although it has not been without a 
considerable effect, your committee cannot 
say that it has either fulfilled their hopes or 
met their necessities. 


“ In concluding their report, your commit- 
tee desire to express their thanks to those 


churches who have cordially and promptly | 
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responded to the repeated appeals which, 
during the past year, it has been the duty of 
the committee to make to them. They are 
far from feeling either that they have had 
little to do, or that the objects they have been 
pursuing are deserving of only feeble and par- 
tial support; and they most earnestly trust 
that those to whose hands the concerns of the 
Union may be confided through the ensuing 
year, may find themselyes encouraged and 
strengthened by the growing sympathy and 
liberality of their brethren, Thirty years has 
the Baptist Union now stood ; at times, in- 
deed, languishing, but, for the last ten years, 
constantly receiving accessions to its strength; 
and the hope cannot be abandoned that, ere 
long, it will gather to itself, as your commit- 
tee unfeignedly believe it deserves, the sym- 
pathies of the whole denomination.”’ 


It was then moved by the Rev. Dr. Hoby, 
seconded by the Rev. Joseph Tyso, and re- 
solved unanimously :— 


“ That the report now read be received, and pub- 
lished under the direction of the committee.’ ” 


Adjourned, 


Tuesday, April 26, 3 p.m. 


The Rev. Joseph Belcher prayed. 

It was moved by the Rev. Joshua Russell, 
seconded by the Rev. B. Evans, and resolved 
unanimously :— 


“That the following persons be the officers and 
committee of the Union for the ensuing year. (The 
names will be given hereafter.) 


On the motion of the Rey. S. Brawn, se- 
conded by Mr. Pewtress, it was resolved 
unanimously :— 


“That the Union, while rejoicing in the prompt- 
ness and liberality with which, by an extra subscrip- 
tion, a debt of £143 has been liquidated during the 
past year, earnestly recommends the churches to 
provide the necessary funds by more general and re- 
gular contributions.” 


Moved by the Rev. E. Steane, seconded by 
the Rey. Dr. Murch, and resolved unani- 
mously :— 


“ That the Union approye of the steps which have 
been taken by the committee towards constituting a 
trust for the denominational library; and of the con- 
ditions of trust specified in the draft laid before 
them; and further commend the advancement of 
the object to the attention of the committee, as oc- 
casion may offer.” 


Moved by the Rev. J. Acworth, seconded 
by the Rey. J. E. Giles, and carried unani- 
mously :— 

“ That the Union record their deep sense of grati- 
tude to Almighty God for the favour which he has 
mercifully shown to the denomination during the 
past year, as apparent in the numerical increase of 
the churches; which they trust they may regard as a 
token that the energies of their brethren are, with 
growing zeal and fidelity, put forth in his cause, and 
as a pledge that yet greater mercies are in reserve for 
them.” 
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Moved by the Rey. T, Jackson, seconded 
by the Rey. James Smith, and resolved una- 
nimously :— 


“That the Union most gratefully recognize the 
goodness of God in having brought the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, amidst so many mercies, to the fif- 
tieth year of its existence, and warmly sympathize 
in the design of celebrating this period, both by 
devotional exercises and pecuniary liberality, as a 
missionary jubilee.” 


Moved by the Rev. R. W. Overbury, se- 
conded by the Rey. D. Stephen, and resolved 
unanimously :— 


“ That the Union, retaining a full conviction of the 
unjust and mischievous character of all ecclesiastical 
exactions, and observing that Sir John Easthope, 
M.P., has announced his intention to bring forward 
during the present session of parliament a bill on 
the subject of church-rates, declare their cordial as- 
sent to the principle on which the said bill is 
founded, namely, that, ‘from and after the passing’ 
thereof, ‘all proceedings for the making, assessing, 
allotting, or levying of’ church-rates shall ‘ cease and 
determine.’ ” 


Adjourned. 


Friday, April 29, 2 p.m. 


Prayer was offered by the Rev. S. J. Davis. 
Moved by Dr. Price, seconded by the Rey. 
S. J. Davis, and resolved unanimously :— 


“ That this Union avails itself of its annual session 
again to record its deep conviction of the unscrip- 
tural character of the established churches of this 
country. Believing all such institutions to have had 
their origin in the apostasy which took place shortly 
after the death of the apostles of our Lord, to be 
repugnant in their nature to the spirituality of the 
Saviour’s kingdom, and to be a fruitful source of so- 
cial wrong, religious formality, and national scepti- 
cism, the brethren assembled feel bound to protest 
against their continuance. That these views are 
confirmed by the clearer development of church prin- 
ciples recently furnished by a large and rapidly ex- 
tending portion of the clergy, a development the 
more singular and opportune as occurring just at the 
moment when public attention was specially directed 
to the constitution and working of the English 
church. Believing such views to be the legitimate 
growth of the principles on which the English hier- 
archy is founded, and regarding them, at the same 
time, as subversive of the spirituality of the gospel, 
and fatal to the souls of men, this Union, as an as- 
sembly of religious men, recognizes the obligation 
under which it is placed strenuously to exert itself 
for the disenthralment of Christianity from the secu- 
lar associations into which it has thus been forced. 
That such exertion is regarded as a religious duty, 
devolved upon them by the terms of their Christian 
profession, and imperatively demanded by a due re- 
gard to the religious welfare of their fellow-men. 
That it be, therefore, recommended to the ministers 
and members of the churches composing this Union, 
to endeavour, by means of lectures, and the circula- 
tion of tracts and other publications illustrative of 
the yoluntary principle, to diffuse throughout their 
respective localities, and especially amongst the 
younger members of their congregations, more cor- 
rect information on the history and principles of 
protestant nonconformity than has hitherto been 
possessed.” 


Moved by Mr. Pewtress, seconded by Mr. 
Hare, and resolyed unanimously :— 
“ That the Union embrace with fraternal affection 


the baptist churches which have recently been formed 
in Hamburgh, Prussia, and Denmark, and that they 


deeply sympathize with those of the last-named 
country in the sufferings for Christ which they are 
called to endure; that they regard the persecutions 
directed against these unoffending confessors as in 
the highest degree disgraceful both to the civil and 
ecclesiastical powers by which they are either insti- 
gated or carried into effect ; and that they pray God 
to count their honoured brethren worthy of this ar- 
duous calling, and to fill them, in the midst of tribu- 
lation, with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 


Moved by the Rey. E. S. Pryce, seconded 
by the Rey. W. Miall, and resolyed unani- 
mously :-— 

“That the Union fully sympathize in the univer- 
sal sentiment of grief and shame that, after the 
noble act which extinguished slavery for ever in the 
British colonies, there should be found to exist, in 
however mitigated a form of servitude, a large num- 
ber of slaves in our Indian empire, and in the eastern 
dependencies of the British crown; and that they 
unite in distinctly demanding, in the name of justice, 
of humanity, and of consistency, that the state of 
slavery shall be abolished wheresoever British do- 
minion may extend.” 


Moved by the Rev. J, B. Pike, seconded 
by the Rey. T. Morris, and resolyed unani- 
mously :— 

“That the Union unfeignedly rejoice in the rapid 
advance of anti-slavery principles in the United 
States of America, more especially among religious 
bodies; that they warmly congratulate their brethren 
on the success with which their exertions have been 
hitherto crowned, and trust that they will not be 
moved by the wrath and malice which their righteous 
intrepidity has provoked from slave-holding profes- 
sors.” 

Reference haying been made to two minutes 
of a former committee of this Union—the 
one of Noy. 29, 1836, declaratory of a com- 
munication having been received from the 
Rey. W. Knibb, expressive of the desire of 
the Western Union of Baptist Missionaries in 
Jamaica to unite themselves with this body; 
and the other of Feb. 21, 1837, directing the 
Corresponding Secretary to acknowledge the 
receipt of Mr, Knibb’s letter, “ and to assure 
him and his brethren that the committee will 
cheerfully receive them and their churches 
into connexion with the Union as soon as 
they shall be able to act independently of the 
Baptist Missionary Society”—on motion of 
Dr. Price, seconded by the Rev. W. Groser, 
it was resolved unanimously :— 


“ That the said communication is hereby declared 
to be null and yoid.” 


The treasurer being called to the chair, 
It was moved by Mr. Paxon, and seconded 
by the Rev. W. H. Black :-— 


“ That the cordial thanks of this Union be given 
to the Rey. J. G. Pike for his kindness in occupying 
the chair; and to the pastors and deacons of the 
churches at Devonshire Square and New Park Street 
for the use of their chapels.” 


Public Meeting, New Park Street, Thursday 
Evening, April 28th. 
In the unavoidable absence of the chair~ 
man of the Union, the Rev. Dr. Carson, of 
Tubbermore, Ireland, was called to preside. 
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The meeting was commenced by singing the 
_ 45th psalm, and with prayer by the Rev. W. 
Knibb. The following resolutions were then 
unanimously adopted. 

Moved by the Rev. J. H. Hinton, and se- 
conded by the Rey. Abraham Jones :— 


“That the facts, that, in 975 churches of the bap- 
tist denomination, there was in the year now report- 
ed a clear increase of 9,366 members; that this 
augmentation gives an average annual rate of in- 
crease of ten anda half members per church; and 
that the annual rate of increase in the denomination 
has tripled itself within eight years—afford matter 
of devout congratulation and humble gratitude.” 


Moved by the Rev. C. Stovel, and seconded 
by the Rev. J. Webb :— 


“That this meeting records. with lively interest 
the origination, within a short period, of several 
evangelical baptist churches on the continent of 
Europe ; that they recognize with unfeigned joy the 
grace of God towards them, in the holy consistency 
of their character, and the Christian intrepidity with 
which some of them haye endured bonds and impri- 
sonment for the truth; and that, while they think 
that the persecuting powers, both civil and ecclesi- 
astical, might well blush at the proceedings they 
have adopted, this meeting place unshaken confi- 
dence in God for the advancement of his cause, and 
look to this movement for important and most salu- 
tary results.” 


Moved by the Rev. John Stock, and se- 
conded by the Rev. James Millard :— 

“That this meeting is painfully sensible of the 
many impediments by which the diffusion of vital 
godliness throughout our country is obstructed, 
some of them arising from physical destitution and 
suffering, some from oppressive measures adopted 
by interested powerful parties, others (and the most 
grievous) from the state establishment of religion, 
by which independence of thought is in a great mea- 
sure paralyzed, a fallacious sense of security inspired, 
and the influence of destructive errors facilitated and 
confirmed: that, nevertheless, this meeting che- 
rishes a confident expectation that the weapons 
which ‘are not carnal’ will be ‘mighty through God;’ 
and would encourage all, and the members of the 
baptist denomination in particular, to be diligent 
and persevering in disseminating the good seed of 
evangelical truth.” 


BAPTIST COLONIAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


The annual meeting of this society was 
held in Maze Pond Chapel, on Friday even- 
ing, April 22nd, the Rev. Alexander Carson, 
LL.D., in the chair. 

After prayer by the Rey. E. Steane, and a 
few observations illustrative of the nature and 
importance of the society by Dr. Carson, the 
Rey. W. Groser, the Secretary, read the fol- 
lowing report. 


“ The design of this document is to answer 
the question, ‘ What has the Baptist Colonial 
Missionary Society been doing during the last 
year ?” : ; 

“To this inquiry, the committee is con- 
strained to reply, It bas done little in com- 
parison with what it is desirable should be 
effected, little in comparison with the vast 
fields of labour that are spread out before 
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it. There is no other society connected 
with our denomination that can, consist- 
ently with its constitution, make exertions 
to promote the spiritual welfare of the in- 
numerable Europeans and descendants of 
Europeans residing in the colonies of the 
empire. The Baptist Missionary Society is 
restricted to efforts for the conversion of the 
heathen: where there are none who come 
under the denomination cf heathen, therefore, 
it sends no missionaries; and where there are, 
the direct work of its agents lies with the wor- 
shippers of idols, and it is only indirectly that 
our own countrymen or their children partake 
of the advantages of its labours. Yet if it be 
asked, what we have done for Australasia, in 
the east, the west, and the south of which 
thousands of Britons are located, we must 
answer, Nothing! If it be asked what we 
have done for New Zealand, to which emigra- 
tion has proceeded recently on so extensive a 
scale, or the South of Africa, where several 
colonies have existed many years, we must 
answer, Nothing! If it be asked what we 
have done for Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
or Newfoundland, whence we have received 
urgent appeals, imploring aid, we must ac- 
knowledge that for these extensive and inte- 
resting provinces we have attempted nothing. 

“ And why is this? It is not that our con- 
stitution forbids such labours; it is not that 
agents fit for the work cannot be employed, 
or that openings for usefulness have not pre- 
sented themselves; it is not that our hearts 
are steeled against the claims of these districts 
to British compassion and help; it is simply 
that we have not had funds entrusted to us, 
or promises made, which would warrant ex- 
penditure for these important objects; all, and 
more than all, that the committee could ob- 
tain being needed to enable them to fulfil 
their engagements with their agents in Canada, 

“ And, if it be asked, What has been done 
in Canada? we must again confess that it has 
been but little in proportion to the necessities 
of that important province. The harvest, 
however, has been as large as could reasonably 
be expected from the quantity of seed that 
has been sown; and while we regret that the 
amount of our contribution to the best inte- 
rests of Canada has not been greater, we have 
the satisfaction of knowing that by our friends 
in that province it is considered highly valu- 
able. We should not fulfil their wishes if 
we did not present to our constituents their 
acknowledgments for ‘the generous aid’—so 
they express themselves—‘ the generous aid 
furnished by friends in Britain ;’ a continuance 
of which they earnestly solicit. 

“ Since our last annual meeting, the Rev. 
John Edwards, who was at that time in this 
couutry soliciting subscriptions, has returned 
to Canada, and entered with renewed -ardour 
upon his usual labours. He has taken some 
long journeys, Visiting the churches and preach- 
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ing the gospel in places where it is but seldom 
heard ; after his return from one of which he 
writes, ‘I never before saw the necessity for 
faithful, laborious, devoted missionaries, so 
much as when on this tour.’ In the begin- 
ning of the present year, giving an account of 
a journey which he had just terminated, he 
says, ‘ It is cause of great thankfulness to the 
God of all grace, that the labours of our mis- 
sionary brethren in these parts have been 
greatly blessed. Many have been turned 
from the error of their ways to the wisdom of 
the just. The spirit of piety I witnessed, 
their earnest desire to enjoy the ordinances of 
the gospel among them, and their solicitude 
for the salvation of those around them, bear 
evident marks of union to the divine Re- 
deemer.’ 

“ Application having been made to your 
committee by the church at Montreal to as- 
sist them in the selection of a pastor, the 
Rey. J. Girdwood, late of Manchester, was 
requested to proceed to Canada with a view 
to the exercise of his ministry in that city. 
This he did, and the committee has had the 
pleasure to learn that he has accepted a una- 
nimous invitation to take the oversight of the 
church, and that the connexion thus formed 
is mutually satisfactory. 

“It has pleased God also to raise up in 
Canada itself one from whose itinerant labours 
much good is expected. We refer to Mr. 
Landon, who, having relinquished his pastoral 
and scholastic engagements at Woodstock, 
has devoted himself to missionary work, and 
is now performing similar services in the west- 
ern part of Canada to those of Mr. Edwards 
in the eastern, 

“ Tn the report of the Canada Baptist Mis- 

sionary Society, with which this society has 
the pleasure to co-operate, and whose annual 
meeting was held at Montreal on the 9th of 
February, an encouraging view is given both 
of these agencies, and of the labours of others 
who are engaged in the publication of divine 
truth in connexion with them. It is said, 
* “* The results of their agencies have been very gra- 
tifying, considering that their labours are of a novel 
character and recent commencement. Besides the 
funds and the intelligence they have collected, we 
are glad to mention the good they do in preaching 
the gospel, and promoting love and union in the 
churches. Their yisits have generally been kindly 
received, and in most cases they have found a will- 
ingness to aid the society. This good feeling has 
especially been manifested since the general meeting 
was held at Haldimand, in September, for the pur- 
pose of considering the principles and aims of the 
society, and its claims to public support. And, if 
we may judge from present appearances, the day is 
not far distant when our treasury shall be replenished 
by the free-will offerings of all the brethren in the 
land. In bringing about this happy consummation, 
much evidently depends on the agents ; and we have 
had pleasing proofs that the brethren now employed 
in that capacity have not laboured in vain. As 
pioneers they are accomplishing much that will faci- 
litate the future advancement of the cause. 

“The brethren who have laboured in the gospel 
under the society's patronage haye been generally 
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much encouraged. The people hear them gladly, and 
in various instances men have belieyed with the 
heart unto righteousness, and made confession with 
the mouth unto salvation. Mr. M‘Phail has statedly 
laboured as the pastor of the church in Osgood, 
where his ministry has been blessed in furthering 
the peace and stability of the society, as well as in 
adding some to their number. He has also done 
good by his occasional efforts in the Bathurst dis- 
trict, but especially in the townships of Mountain 
and South Gower, where a new church of twenty-four 
members has been gathered through his endeavours, 
in conjunction with the faithful preaching of Mr. 
M‘Donald, who is now stationed in that region, 
with the evident sanction of the Head of the church. 
In Beckwith, where a wide field is in need of culti- 
vation, the good seed of the kingdom has in many 
instances fallen into good ground. May it prove as 
‘a handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the 
mountains ; and may the fruit thereof shake like 
Lebanon.’ Mr. Tapscott has continued to proclaim 
the good news in the district between Cobourg and 
Port Hope, and among his hearers some have pro- 
fessed to receive the truth as it is in Jesus. At one 
of his stations there is some prospect of forming a 
church. 

«From other brethren in the western parts of the 
province, who are encouraged in their labours by 
this society, pleasing accounts have been received, 
namely, from Mr. Oakley in Trafalgar, from Mr. 
Klutz in Waterloo, from Mr. Topping in Woodstock, 
and from Mr, Smith in Norwich. 

“*«Mr. M‘Laurin has extensively traversed the land 
as a zealous evangelist, and in other ways doing ser- 
vice to the cause. Missionary labours have also 
been performed by various brethren on the Ottawa 
river and in the eastern townships. In the latter 
region two ministers have been recently stationed 
under the society's auspices,—Mr. Gillies with the 
church in Eaton, and Mr. Bosworth with that in 
Stanbridge.’ 


“* Several of the labourers thus honourably 
mentioned had previously enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of Dr. Davies’s instructions in the 
Theological Institution. This seminary, which 
is represented to us by all competent judges 
on the spot to be of the very first importance 
in reference to the spiritual interests of Ca- 
nada, and of the management of which we 
continually receive the highest testimonies, 
contains at the present time eight students, 
These are not however merely engaged in the 
acquisition of knowledge ; under the superin- 
tendence of their zealous tutor, they are in 
the habit of availing themselves of opportuni- 
ties to do good. At Montreal and in its 
vicinity they do as much in this way as cir- 
cumstances will allow; and during the sum- 
mer vacation most of them preached in re- 
mote places, with acceptance, and some de- 
gree of success. Of the manner in which one 
of them, Mr. M‘Donald, was received, last 


August, we have an interesting account in his 
own words, 


“*On the sabbath following,’ he writes, ‘being 
the second after my arrival, I preached twice, once 
in Drummond and once in Beckwith. Some of the 
hearers were my own relations, and most of them 
my former acquaintances. They listened with atten- 
tion. Through the week I preached on the confines 
of the two townships of Drummond and Beckwith, 
on which occasions some were much affected. These 
weekly meetings were, with one exception, held 
after dark. It was affecting to see so many, after 
bearing the burden and heat of the day, coming a 
considerable distance to hear at night; and I am not 
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aware that there was a meeting on a week-day even- 
ing from which the people retired as soon as it was 
over; but on the contrary it was their practice to sit 
down, and some of them lingered often till morning. 
I could seldom retire to rest till two or three o'clock 
in the morning. I often overheard them whispering, 
“When will there be another meeting ?’ 

“*On the following sabbath I preached ina school- 
house between Elmsly and Drummond, and three 
times in the week. Mr. M‘Laurin, late fellow stu- 
dent, arrived in time for the last of these meetings, 
when he spoke in Gaelic, agreeably to the request of 
the people. 

*“*On the next Lord’s day he accompanied me 
into Drummond, where an appointment had been 
given out the preceding week. We both spoke toa 
large congregation. The people insisted on haying 
another meeting on Monday evening, as they knew 
we meant to leave immediately; and though I had 
to travel six miles after dark that evening, in order 
to be where I left my horse, intending to leave on 
the morrow, yet I could not refuse their request. 
That was the most affecting meeting of the whole. 
Some urged me to stay among them. Others were 
concerned about their souls. The general ery was, 
‘Come over and help us.’ May the great Head of 
the church himself look upon their destitution, and 
make provision for them by sending one who, as an 
instrument in his hand, shall warn impenitent sin- 
ners to flee from the wrath to come, and edify those 
who haye believed through grace!’ 


“The writer of this account being now sta- 
tioned in that district, we earnestly hope that 
his devout aspirations may be fulfilled. 


‘ “*uring the past year,’ says the report from 
which we have already quoted, ‘as many as twelve 
brethren haye been more or less aided by the society 
in their endeavours to preach the gospel, and to pro- 
mote the missionary cause. In connexion with their 
labours several feeble communities have been en- 
couraged, two new churches have been formed, and 
three places of worship have been erected, while two 
or three more are in contemplation. These, and 
other effects of evangelical effort, call for thanksgiv- 
ing to him who giveth the increase. 

* «But our joy on this occasion is not allowed to be 
free from sorrow. We have to lament the loss of 
Mr. M‘Ewen, the missionary in Beckwith, who was 
taken from his labours to his reward, not many days 
since. This is the first loss the society has had to 
mourn: may it be sanctified to all concerned, and be 
seasonably supplied by the Head of the church ! 

«©The wants of this province are still great. Not- 
withstanding what this and several kindred institu- 
tions have accomplished, there remains much land 
to be possessed. There are still destitute settle- 
ments where the gospel is seldom or never preached ; 
there are small churches in need of pastoral minis- 
trations; and there are worthy ministers of Christ, 
who need assistance that they may more fully give 
themselves to the work.’ 


“ At Kingston events have taken place tend- 
ing to try our faith and resignation to the 
sovereign will of him who cannot err. In one 
of the last numbers of “ The Register” which 
has reached us, we find an account of the 
death of Mr. Haines; who, having been a 
member of the church at Leicester under the 
pastoral care of Mr. Hall, was led by provi- 
dential changes to remove to Canada, and ul- 
timately to settle at Kingston. The narrative 
states that ‘on his arrival in Kingston he 
found a congregational society, with which he 
at once became connected, and cordially co- 
operated. Had that church continued in ex- 
istence he would not have deemed it a duty 
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to raise a baptist cause, but it became de- 
funct. He then inquired whether the few 
believers in the town who held the same 
views of their Lord’s ordinances as he did 
were prepared to make an effort to institute a 
church that should bear their distinctive 
name, without excluding from their commu- 
nion godly pedobaptists. The results were, 
that a little band was collected, a place of 
worship hired, and public service carried on. 
Mr, Haines was unanimously regarded as the 
leader. He prayed, led the singing, and read 
a sermon, throwing in some observations of 
his own, on sabbath mornings; and conducted. 
a meeting for devotion in the evening. He 
also sustained another meeting during the 
week. His Christian friends admirably sup- 
ported him. Instead of striving for the mas- 
tery, or bickering about points of doubtful 
disputation, they humbly and cheerfully fol- 
lowed his guidance, and constantly filled up 
their places. In connexion with this proce- 
dure, he wrote to the Baptist Colonial Mis- 
sionary Society in England for a minister, but 
was informed the application was unavailing. 
The little flock, though cast down, were not 
in despair, but persevered in their course, and 
gave themselves to special prayer, that God 
would send a pastor in his own time. Their 
prayer was heard. In May, 1840, Mr. Haines 
went on business to Montreal, and there found 
the Rev. J. Dyer, who had just arrived from 
England, for the purpose of labouring in 
whatever part of Canada God might open to 
him. Mr. Haines urged the claims of Kings- 
ton, and the disinterested minister, though 
requested to stay with a much larger church 
than he could hope to see in that new station, 
unhesitatingly yielded to the appeal of Mr, 
Haines. God prospered the minister of his 
own sending. A church was organized, in 
which Mr. Haines, though not formally ap- 
pointed to the deaconship, fulfilled the duties 
of deacon well, led the singing, was superin- 
tendent in the sabbath school, and with cheer- 
ful devotedness became any thing, did any thing, 
whereby the infant cause might be advanced. 
Thrice happy the society blessed with such a 
man! It was soon found requisite to provide 
means for erecting a chapel for the accommo- 
dation of the church and congregation. Mr. 
Haines threw his whole energy into this un- 
dertaking, and made great sacrifices and ef- 
forts to secure its accomplishment. He con- 
tributed most handsomely himself; canvassed 
the town of Kingston for subscribers; and 
wrote to friends at home to solicit their as- 
sistance. Through the co-operation of his 
pastor, and the conjoined exertions of other 
friends, the sum of £741 was raised; an eli- 
gible piece of ground was purchased, and plans 
were all arranged to commence the building. 
Who could think that he had been wafted so 
near the haven of his wishes, by breezes 80 
propitious, only to be stopped suddenly in 
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his career 2? But so it was. And why should 
we wonder? As says the text of the very 
last sermon that he read to his brethren and 
sisters during the absence of the pastor, 
“clouds and darkness are round about him.’ 
When all things were conspiring to gratify the 
heart’s desire of God’s devoted servant, Mr. 
Dyer’s heulth failed, so as to send him for a 
season to his native land. This stroke was 
deeply felt by Mr. Haines, and it probably 
injured his health. His spirits began to sink, 
and he became debilitated, and spoke of death 
as if he had some premonition of its approach. 
He repeatedly observed, ‘ I shall be like Da- 
vid; I shall be permitted to collect materials 
for God's house; but another will have the 
building of it.’ In accordance with this con- 
viction he arranged all his affairs, in reference 
to both this world and the church, with all 
possible exactness, as if certain of a speedy 
dissolution. 

“ « He, however, used every suitable means 
for the recovery of his strength; but in vain. 
His indisposition continued to increase, till 
he was confined to his bed. Te lingered till 
Saturday evening, Sept. 26; when, after 
whispering ‘ Peace—peace! T'arewell—fare- 
well!’ he fell asleep in Jesus.’ 

“ When this was published in Canada, it 
was not known that, in his mysterious provi- 
dence, God had taken to his own bosom the 
beloved pastor likewise. Mr. Dyer’s health 
was too much affected to be restored by his 
yeturn to his native land; he, also, died in 
peace, at Camberwell, on the 4th of January. 
Intelligence of this event has subsequently 
reached our friends there, and in a number of 
‘ The Register,’ published under their superin- 
tendence, we find an affectionate tribute to 
his memory. ‘Though he was but a little 
while among us,’ they say, ‘many were led 
to appreciate his worth as a minister and as a 
friend. During his brief sojourn he rendered 
such services to the cause of God as will en- 
sure a long and grateful remembrance. The 
Christian society in Kingston cannot soon 
forget his zeal and toil, as their first pastor, 
in furthering their interests and seeking means 
for building them a sanctuary. His counsel 
and co-operation in the proceedings of the 
Canada Baptist Missionary Society were also 
of great value. To his suggestion, principally, 
this very journal owes its existence, for he 
was the first to urge its publication in lieu of 
the Magazine ; and doubtless, had he lived, 
he would have been a most efficient supporter 


of this periodical, wielding, as he did, ‘the | 


pen of a ready writer.’ After his return to 
England, he constantly expressed deep inte- 
rest in the religious welfare of this colony; 
and just before his dissolution Canada occu- 
pied his thoughts, for he then bequeathed 
most of his books to the Theological Institu- 
tion, as a token of his concern for its pros- 
perity.’ But shall the infant church at Kings- 
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ton be permitted to sink? We will not 
anticipate so painful a result. God will raise 
up other instruments to perform his work ; 
and British Christians will not forget the im- 
portance of that city which has now become 
the seat of government, and which will ap- 
parently soon be the metropolis of Canada, 

* But if the friends of truth meet with dis- 
appointments in some places, in others they 
find unexpected encouragement. An _inte- 
resting work has been going forward during 
the last year about twenty-five miles to the 
south of Montreal, among the French Cana- 
dians at Grand Ligne and St. Pie. During 
that time about thirty persons haye appa- 
rently been converted to God. A few parti- 
culars respecting one who was baptized at 
Grand Ligne on the 21st of December last 
may appropriately close this report. Among 
those baptized from St. Pie was Mademoi- 
selle Periussay, a lady of middle age and of a 
superior mind, who had acted towards others 
as their instructress in the things of God. 


“ «She came from Switzerland,’ says our informant, 
‘about two years ago, and had been a zealous pdo- 
haptist; so much so, that she would frequently leave 
the house on baptismal occasions; although, with 
praiseworthy liberality and Christian feeling, neither 
she nor our dear friends at the Mission House suf- 
fered this to interrupt their united efforts for the 
conversion of souls. 

“<The young disciples of St. Pie haye a meeting for 
the reading and study of the scriptures eyery Lord's 
day afternoon, and Miss Periussay generally makes a 
few observations upon some portion which she has 
studied, and which forms the subject of their united 
meditations. About six weeks before her baptism, 
the chapter selected for the usual lesson was the 4th 
of Romans; and as she meditated upon the covenant 
made with Abraham, and the blessing connected 
with his faith, her mind was naturally led to the 
subject of infant baptism, and the foundation on 
which it was built, namely, the covenant of cireum- 
cision. 

“* Wishing to he thoroughly informed upon a doc- 
trine which she intended to inculcate, as well as the 
other truths in the chapter, she searched more 
closely for a confirmation of her views; and, to her 
surprise and distress, could get no support from the 
very portion of God’s word which she considered 
to be the bulwark of her belief. The conviction 
flashed upon her that she had been adding to the 
word of God, and made her very unhappy indeed ; 
and she endeayoured to banish the subject from her 
mind. But the Spirit of truth was leading her in 
his ways. A few days after this, one of the converted 
Canadians with whom Miss P. lives, asked her opi- 
nion about getting his child christened, and she said 
that they ought to doso; they therefore sent for Mr. 
Johnson, the episcopal minister of Abbotsford, to 
come and perform the ceremony. During its per- 
formance, the feelings which she had endeavoured to 
stifle rushed upon her mind more strongly than ever, 
and before the conclusion of the service she began to 
fear that this was not the baptism of the New Testa- 
ment. Having then told the parents of the infant 
(who are both Christians) what had passed through 
her mind, she said that they would go through the 
New Testament together, and search diligently ‘ whe- 
ther these things were so.’ The result of their 
prayerful investigation, unaided by human instrac- 
tion or human writing, was, that there is no mention 
of infant baptism in the scripture, nor allusion to it; 
and that it was their duty as believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ to be baptized forthwith. And they 


| were baptized, with many others.’ 


—_—-_ =. 
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“There is one occurrence of a domestic 
nature to which it is necessary also to advert. 
In consequence of a change in the pastoral 
engagements of the Rey. Joseph Davis he has 
resigned his office in this society. This re- 
signation was accepted on the 8th of February 
last, when the following resolutions were 
passed unanimously: — 


“ «That the thanks of the committee are due to the 
Rey. Joseph Dayis for the zealous and diligent dis- 
charge of his duties, as one of the secretaries of this 
society, during the two years that he has sustained 
Office; that the committee regret the necessity under 
which he now finds himself of resigning it; and that, 
in accepting his resignation, they beg to assure him 
of their affectionate regard, and of their earnest 
desire that divine providence may direct him to 
some station in which he may render the kingdom 
of Christ important and long-continued services. 

“ «That the thanks of the committee be presented 
to J. U. Harwood, Esq., for his faithful and effective 
services to the society as one of its secretaries, and 


that he be requested to accept the office of sub- | 


treasurer.” 


* To this Mr. Harwood kindly consented ; 
and, at the request of the committee, one of 


its members undertook the secretaryship, and | 


has subsequently discharged its duties. It 
belongs to the present meeting now to confirm 
these appointments, or to make such other 
arrangements as they shall deem most condu- 
cive to the interests which we have at heart. 
The committee, having fulfilled its term of 
service, begs to express its Increased conviction 
of the importance of the society whose man- 
agement was twelve months ago confided to 
its care. Extensive dependencies have in di- 
vine providence become attached to the Bri- 
tish crown; emigration to the colonies has 
greatly increased and is still increasing; our 
kinsmen according to the flesh are multiply- 
ing on distant shores; the religious destitution 
of thousands of their number demands our 
sympathy; and, according to the principles of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, it devolves on those 
who know his truth and love his ordinances to 
promote his purposes of mercy by unitedly 
proclaiming his greatness to the ends of the 
earth.” 


The balance sheet of the treasurer was then 
read, from which it appeared that the expen- 
diture for the year had been £507 9s, 1d., 
that the contributions for the year had been 
£463 16s. 8d., and there was now due to 
the treasurer from the society the sum of 
£31 19s. 7d. 

The following resolutions were then carried 
unanimously. 

1. Moved by the Rev> Dr. Hoby of Bir- 
mingham, seconded by the Rey. Joshua Rus- 
sell of Melksham, 


“That the report now read be adopted and circu- 
lated under the direction of the committee.” 


2. Moved by the Rev. A. G. Fuller of 
Bow, seconded by the Rev, Dr. Cox of Hack- 


ney, 
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“That the increasing number of emigrants to the 
North American colonies (fifty thousand of our coun- 
trymen haying landed in Canada alone, during the 
year 1841) renders it important that the labours of 
this society should be prosecuted with vigour—and 
that the following gentlemen be its; officers for the 
ensuing year: John Try, Esq., treasurer; J. U. Har- 
bebe Esq , sub-treasurer; Rev. W. Groser, secre- 
ary.” 


3. Moved hy the Rey. T. Winter of Bris- 
tol, seconded by the Rev. R. W. Overbury of 
Eagle Street, 


“ That the gentlemen whose names follow be the 
committee for the ensuing year, and that it will af- 
ford us pleasure to learn, at the, end of that term, 
that they have been able to extend their operations 
to other colonies in addition to that important pro- 
vince which has hitherto engaged their attention. 


Rev. J. Apis, 
— J. Ancus, A.M.,, < 
— J. BELcuER, 
— HA. Cox, D DALE. DD: 
— G. FRANcIgs, 
— <A. G. FULLER, 
SAMUEL GREEN, 
J. H. Hrvton, A.M., 
WILLIAM MIALL, 
T. Moors, 
W. H. Murcg, D.D., 
J. RoTHERY, 
J. B. SHENSTONE, 
E. STEANE, 
Messrs. BLACKMORE, 
—  S§. CoLLARD, 
— J. GURNEY, 
— 4G. Kirson, 
— M. Moors, 
— J. OLIVER, 
> — W.L. Smirx, 
With power to add to their number.” 


4, Moved by the Rey. J. Aldis of Maze 
Pond, seconded by Henry Kelsall, Esq., of 
Rochdale, 


“That the Rey. Dr. Carson has afforded much 
pleasure to the meeting by presiding on this occa- 
sion, and that he be requested to accept our cordial 
thanks.” 


Ha a 


The chairman having expressed his gratifi- 
cation at the proceedings of the evening, and 
his interest in the society, the meeting was 
concluded with prayer by the Rey. James 
Smith of New Park Street. 
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The second annual meeting of the sub- 
scribers and friends of this institution was 
held at New Park Street Chapel, on Friday 
evening, April 29. The attendance was very 
numerous. J. H. Allen, Esq., the treasurer, 
took the chair. 

The proceedings having been opened by 
singing and prayer, 

The Chairman rose and said : “ Last of all 
the meetings of our denomination comes the 
meeting of the Bible Translation Society, 
whose interests we are this night met to pro- 
mote; but, though last, perhaps not the least. 
At present, the sphere of its operations is the 
vast. continent of India; but ultimately it 
may extend to every part of the world. We 
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have to rejoice, not only in its existence, but 
in its prosperity. ‘The receipts of the past 
year have quite equalled the expectations of 
the committee; and the good it will accom- 
plish, by enabling our beloved missionaries to 
carry on their important work of translation 
vigorously, is incalculable. Is it not a de- 
lightful work thus to be engaged ? Who 
would not help to send the word of God to 
the nations? How different is the cause in 
which we are occupied to that in which the 
world engages? I was passing over London 
Bridge to-day, and saw large numbers of sol- 
diers embarking for India, equipped with the 
instruments of death. We send our soldiers 
forth, equipped with the instruments of life, 
having the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God—going forth, not to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them. They go with 
that word in their hands which, under the 
blessing of the Spirit of God, is productive of 
that godliness which has the promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come. 
I rejoice in the existence and prosperity of 
this society, as a Christian, because through 
its medium the word of God is much more 
extensively circulated than it would have 
been had we continued to receive the wonted 
support of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. Some of our friends thought that the 
formation of this society was not necessary ; 
but that the deficiency occasioned by the 
withdrawment of the aid of the Bible Society 
might be supplied by the Translation Fund 
connected with the Baptist Mission. But we 
could not reasonably expect that that fund 
could have been raised to the amount realized 
by this society. Besides, this society con- 
templates objects which the Translation Fund 
could never haye embraced. You will hear, 
from the report, what numbers of the word of 
God havé been circulated during the past 
year ; and whilst you listen to the announce- 
ment, connect with it the promise of God,— 
not one jot or tittle of whose word shall fail 
until all be fulfilled,—‘ As the rain cometh 
down, and the snow, from heaven, and re- 
turneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, so shall 
my word be; it shall not return unto me 
yoid, but shall accomplish that for which I 
sent it.” I delight to think of the many 
thousands who are thus enabled to read in 
their own tongue the wonderful works of God. 
There are many who have neither the oppor- 
tunity nor the inclination to hear the gospel, 
but who, coming from the interior of the 
country for the purpose of attending their 
great idolatrous festivals, have portions of the 
scriptures put into their hands, which they 
carry to their homes, and which, when solitary 
and alone, they may read. May we not con- 
fidently hope that the Spirit of God will work 
through this medium on their hearts, and 
make many wise unto salyation through faith 
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in Christ Jesus? Such occurrences there 
have been, and such there will doubtless be 
again: let us be strong in faith, earnest in 
prayer, and these results which we desire will 
assuredly ensue. But I rejoice in the exist- 
ence and prosperity of this society, not only 
as a Christian, but as a baptist. I know 
there are very many who say we make too 
much of our baptism. I am quite of an op- 
posite opinion, I never met with a baptist 
yet who put baptism in the place of repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And, if he does not do that, I 
am at a loss to conceive how he can make 
too much of one of the positive institutions 
of the Lord. I would that every one that 
had been baptized adapted both the language 
and the practice of one of old, who said, ‘ I 
dwell among my own people.’ I would that 
they would suffer affliction with their own 
people, rather than place themselves in cir- 
cumstances where they are subjected to wit- 
ness a ceremony which they deem to be un- 
scriptural ; and where, to say the least of it, 
if they open their lips on the subject of bap- 
tism, it is deemed inexpedient. Others have 
supported this society, not thinking we have 
been fairly treated; but it is from baptists 
especially we look for support ; and we trust 
we shall not look in vain. We believe we 
shall not. Favour has been given to this so- 
ciety with otr own denomination, as the re- 
ceipts of the past year abundantly prove; 
favour has been given to our society with our 
transatlantic brethren, who sent us last year 
5,000 dollars ; and we are expecting 5,000 
more. They have not yet arrived; but we 
have had some intimation of their coming. 
Some kind friends also have remembered us 
in their wills. You have seen in your Maga- 
zine that a legacy of £1,000 has been left us; 
and we have had intimations that other lega- 
cies are coming by and by. Think of this 
society, dear friends, when you make your 
wills. But the circumstance that delights 
me more than all the rest is, that our dear 
black brethren in Jamaica have remembered 
us; and that they have raised and intend to 
send us nearly £100. Oh, I do love the Ja- 
maica brethren! They are warm-hearted 
Christians, and greatly should I love to visit 
them! I will not detain you longer, but call 
on the secretary to read the report.” 


The Rev. Edward Steane then read the 
following report. 


“Tt will not be necessary to occupy much 
time in relating to the subscribers and friends 
of the society the proceedings of the com- 
mittee during the past year: for though at 
their successive meetings they have had busi- 
ness enough to engage their attention, and 
some things have occurred to require the ex- 
ercise of their patient and best advised judg- 
ment, not much has taken place of a nature 
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to be recorded in their annual report, They 
have endeavoured to guide the affairs of the 
society in such a manner as should secure to 
it increasing support, and render it, though an 
‘humble yet an efficient instrument, in the 
diffusion of the word of God. Their convic- 
tion of the propriety of forming this society 
has never once faltered, and they are per- 
suaded that in proportion as the course 
adopted by the Baptist denomination in this 
instance shall come to be dispassionately re- 
viewed, it will be seen to have been the only 
course left open to them which they could 
adopt at once with honour to themselves and 
with the least possible disruption from old 
associates in the translation and distribution 
of the sacred scriptures. But in whatever 
light the formation and support of the so- 
ciety may be regarded by others, the com- 
mittee still vindicate the proceeding to them- 
selves on the high ground of conscience and 
moral obligation, and their conviction gathers 
strength every day, that it was both de- 
manded by the necessities of the occasion, 
and is leading to the most beneficial results. 
“It may certainly be stated as one of the 
consequences flowing from it, that the atten- 
tion of our churches has been recalled and 
quickened to that most important branch of 
missionary labour, the translation of the in- 
spired volume into the languages of the 
heathen. Not that it had ever been lost sight 
of ; for as it was one of the earliest distinc- 
tions honourably won to the Baptist mission, 
that through the invaluable labours of Dr. 
Carey, it was the pioneer in this respect of 
all modern similar institutions, providing for 
them grammars, lexicons, and the word of 
God, in the native tongues of the East, so it 
has never ceased to look with especial favour 
on those efforts of its missionaries which have 
taken this direction. But while the funds 
were to a considerable extent furnished from 
another source, the interest in the subject, 
by being divided, had perhaps been in some 
measure diminished. If it was still our pro- 
vince to foster translations, it was at least 
equally so that of others, and the less necessity 
was felt for concentrating our attention in the 
manner which is now done upon the agency 
and means required for their production. The 
events which, by cutting off the ancient pecu- 
niary supplies, haye thrown us upon our own 
resources, have made the entire subject most 
distinctively and fully our own. The re- 
sponsibility of giving the word of God to the 
oriental nations in the versions of baptist 
missionaries, is now exclusively ours, except 
indeed as it is joyfully shared by baptists in 
America. It seems to your committee that, 
unsought by baptists themselves, divine Pro- 
vidence has thus conferred upon them, as a 
body, an honour which should humble them 
in adoring thankfulness at the footstool of in- 
finite mercy. As in all past ages, so still it 
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is appointed to thei to bear their solitary 
testimony to the primitive truth, by keeping 
the ordinance of baptism as it was delivered 
to them by the holy apostles of the Lord 
Jesus; and the unanimity and zeal with 
which they have acted under recent circum- 
stances, will signalize the baptists of the pre- 
sent age, as at least in this respect, emulous 
of the example of their honoured ancestors. 

“Soon after the annual meeting last year, the 
society was deprived of the valuable services 
of its highly esteemed treasurer, W. T. Beeby, 
Esq., who was called, in the discharge of com- 
mercial duties, to revisit India, and is for 
the present again residing in Calcutta. His 
office has been subsequently filled, at the 
unanimous request of the committee, by our 
excellent friend who presides over the present 
meeting, Js H. Allen, Esq., and whom they 
doubt not the society will be equally happy 
with themselves to confirm in his responsible 
post. 

“To one subject the committee have given, 
through the year, their most anxious atten- 
tion. The members of the society have been 
apprised, through the pages of the Baptist 
Magazine, that a difference of opinion has 
obtained on its second rule, which is intended 
to define the sphere of its action. The com- 
mittee have been sincerely desirous to meet 
the views of those who object to that rule, as 
far as they could do so in consistency with 
what they hold to be the one simple object 
for which the society was formed. That ob- 
ject they have from the first regarded as the 
exclusive support of versions in which the 
words relating to the ordinance of baptism 
are translated by words signifying immersion. 
It gives them unfeigned satisfaction that they 
are now enabled to add, that the differences 
have been healed, and that a moditication of 
of the rule has been agreed upon for the pur- 
pose of being submitted for the adoption of 
this meeting, by which, in the estimation of 
the committee, this object is secured together 
with the co-operation of their brethren. 

“To enable the society to commence its 
operations with some degree of efficiency, 
many of its friends not only paid their an- 
nual subscriptions but presented handsome 
donations. Other causes at first contributed 
to minister to its funds, which could scarcely 
be reckoned upon as of probable continuance. 
In the absence of these, the committee regard 
it as calling for more than ordinary gratitude, 
that the receipts of this year have fallen but 
little short of those of the first: they amount 
to more than £1600. It ought also to be 
stated, that this sum has been raised mainly 
by the spontaneous benevolence of friends in 
different parts of the country, or stimulated 
only by the written applications of the se- 
cretary. In a few instances, ministerial bre- 
thren kindly undertook journeys on the so- 
ciety’s behalf, and for the last three months 
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it has benefited by the labours of its travel- 
ling agent, the Rev. John Green ; to the 
former, the grateful acknowledgments of the 
committee are due ; and the co-operation of 
latter, as officially connected with the institu- 
tion, they regret to report they are about to 
lose, Mr. Green having accepted the call of 
one of our churches at Leicester. 

“In addition to the sum thus obtained from 
contributions, the committee have been grati- 
fied by a reported bequest—the first that has 
been made to the society—of £1000, by the 
late Mrs. Williams, of Clapton. 

“ The correspondence they have carried on 
with the missionary brethren in Calcutta has 
been in all points of view highly interesting, 
and in some, of considerable importance. 
They have applied themselves with new hope 
to their difficult and onerous duties, and 
are steadily and even rapidly making pro- 
gress in them. In the great work, the Ben- 
gali Bible with marginal references, they 
have printed to 2 Kings vii. In the same lan- 
guage an edition of Isaiah and Daniel, in- 
tended to be bound together, has been com- 
pleted, and the Proverbs have been reprinted: 
of each of these books, 5000 copies have been 
struck off. To these must be added 5000 
copies of the New Testament ; 2500 of the 
Gospels and Acts ; 3000 Luke and Acts; and 
3000 Acts. In Sanskrit, the Proverbs have 
been rendered in verse, and an edition of 
2000 copies printed. In Persian, the New 
Testament 1000. In Hindui and Hindu- 
stani, the printing of the New Testament has 
proceeded to the middle of Luke; of this last- 
mentioned work we have the gratifying in- 
formation, that in regard to purity, per- 
spicuity, and fluency of style, the version, ac- 
cording to the testimony of friend and foe, is 
unparalleled. But the amount of labour 
(Mr. Wenger adds) required to render it so 
plain and pleasing, can only be known to 
those who have an opportunity of witnessing 
the diligence and conscientiousness which dis- 
tinguish both Dr. Yates and Mr. Thomas. 

“* Besides these several works completed, 
yarious editions of the scriptures, or parts of 
the scriptures, are in progress in the Sanskrit, 
the Hindui, the Bengali, and the Hindustani 
languages. 

“ Towards these large and valuable editions 
of God’s word, either published during the 
past year or now in course of publication, 
your committee have been happy in the 
ability to make three several grants of £500 
each. They have also had much pleasure 
in voting, through the General Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, the sum of £150 towards an 
edition of Mr. Sutton’s version of the New 
Testament into the Uryé tongue. 

“The testimony of the missionaries from all 
the stations, unites in representing the desire 
of the natives, both Hindus and Mussulmen, 
for our sacred books as daily increasing: and 
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they plead earnestly that the liberality of 
British friends may enable them to satisfy 
their importunity. Within the period ex- 
tending from January 1, 1840, to the 18th of 
February of the present year, there have 
been issued from the depository at the Bap- 
tist Mission Press, in Calcutta, 91,256 vols., 
consisting either of parts or of the whole of 
the Bible; and these added to the issues of 
the two years preceding, give a total of 
151,000 vols., put into circulation in the 
course of only four years. ‘ There is a river 
the streams whereof make glad the city of 
God; oh, how will these ten thousand 
streams, rolling their living waters through 
the sun-scorched plains of India, cover them 
with vernal beauty and make them fragrant 
as the garden of the Lord. It is impossible 
to think of the declaration of Jehovah, ‘My 
word shall not return unto me yoid,’ in con- 
nexion with such a fact, without anticipating 
the period as drawing nigh when the pre- 
dicted result must follow, ‘ Ye shall go out 
with joy, and be led forth with peace; the 
mountains and the hills shall break forth be- 
fore you into singing, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands; instead of the 
thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead 
of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree ; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.’ ”” 


It was then moved by the Rev. J. Jack- 
son of Taunton, seconded by the Rev. J. M. 
Soule of Battersea, and passed unanimously, 


“That the report now read be adopted, printed, 
and circulated, under the direction of the com- 
mittee.” 


Moved by the Rey. Dr. Carson of Tub- 
bermore, seconded by the Rev, D. R. Ste- 
phen of Newport. 


“ That this meeting are deeply impressed with the 
magnitude of the work carried on by the baptist 
missionaries at Calcutta, in the preparation and cir- 
culation of so large a number of copies of the holy 
scriptures in the languages of the East; and, per- 
ceiving this work continually to exhaust the funds 
which are available for its support, attach great im- 


portance to the steady augmentation of the society’s 
funds.” 


Moved by the Rev. W. F. Burchell of 


Rochdale, seconded by the Rey. W. Knibb 
of Jamaica, 


“ That the following be the officers and committee 
of the society for the year ensuing — 

Treasurer, J. H. ALLEN, Esq., Old Trinity House, 
Tower Street. 

Secretary, Rey. EDwArp STEANR, Camberwell. 

Committee. 
Rev. J. Anaus, A.M. 

W. B. Bowss. 
F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D. 
J. H. Hinton, A.M. 
W. H. Murcg, D.D. 
JAs. Smirx. 
J. M. Souuz. 
C. E. Brrt, A.M., Bristol. 
W. Brock, Norwich. 
W. Gray, Northampton. 
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Rey. B. Gopwin, Oxford. 

J. Hosy, D.D., Birmingham 
J. G. Pike, Derby. 

R. Rorr, Cambridge. 

J. Spriec, A.M., Ipswich. 
J. SrarHam, Reading. 

J. C. Burts, Esa. 

8S. Jackson, Esq, 

G. T. Kemp, Esq. 

James Low, Esa. 

G. Low®, Esq., F.R.S. 

J. Penny, Esq. 

T. Pewrress, Esq. 

S. Watson, Esq. 


Moved by the Rev. Dr. Cox, seconded by 
the Rey. E. Steane. 

“ That henceforth the 2nd rule in the constitution 
of the society stand as follows :—‘It shall be the ob- 
ject of this society-to aid in printing and circulating 
those translations of the holy scriptures from which 
the British and Foreign Bible Society has withdrawn 
its assistance on the ground that the words relating 
to the ordinance of baptism have been translated by 
terms signifying immersion; and further to aid in 
producing and circulating other versions of the word 
of God similarly faithful and complete.” 


The speeches delivered on this occasion 
were remarkably appropriate. Portions of 
Dr. Carson’s and Mr, Knibb’s we subjoin. 

The Rey. Dr. Carson said, “ From what I 
saw yesterday, I was greatly impressed with 
the conviction that God always fits his instru- 
ment for the work. We saw on the plat- 
form one of our generals from the West, and 
another from the East, each qualified for his 
station, but meeting with very different de- 
grees of success. Our brother from the East 
appeared to lament that he could not produce 
an equal number of converts with our brother 
from the West; but I wouldsay to him, 
‘ Brother, do not despond; you have done a 
great work ; you have done a work that will 
last for ages, and for ever... Who can calcu- 
late the immense importance of giving new 
translations of the word of God, into lan- 
guages in which they have never before been 
printed ? d there is a great advantage, 
let me tell , in being the first in the field. 
Every merchant knows the great importance 
of being first in the market with his mer- 
chandise ; and is it not of great importance, 
to our brethren, to be first in the field? Yes, 
indeed; for all who come after must borrow 
from them. ‘Translation is of the utmost im- 
portance; exclude us from every thing else, 
but leave us the right of translation, and we, 
as a Christian Missionary Society, can do the 
work. No one has a higher opinion than 
myself of preaching the gospel with the living 
voice. I think those fanatical who imagine 
there is no need for it. ‘ What,’ say they, 
‘do you think you can say more than God 
has said? Can you tell me news from heaven 
that I cannot get in the Bible?’ ‘Why, I 
cannot tell you any news but what you have 
there, certainly; but perhaps I know a little 
more than you do of its contents, and see 
more in it than you may see ; but, if not, it 
is an institution of God, and I must use if.’ 
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The Psalmist read the scriptures, though he 
was honoured as a penman of part of them ; 
and he could say, ‘ Lord, open thou mine 
eyes, that I may behold the wondrous things 
contained in thy law.’ Ours is a great prin- 
ciple—one of which we ought not to be 
ashamed—a distinguishing principle, which 
we have almost exclusively to ourselves. The 
Church of Rome would not give the Bible ; 
the Puseyites would not give it; and, indeed, 
some of the bishops have said, lately, that 
they cannot give it. The Church of Rome 
says plainly, ‘ We will not allow you to read 
the Scriptures—no, not our own scriptures.’ 
I was present at the great discussion in Car- 
low, when the famous riot was there; and on 
the platform it was asked, ‘ Will you allow 
us to give the Scriptures, if we give your own 
version?’ One gentleman said, ‘ We will put 
the Douay translation into the hands of every 
man in Ireland, if you will allow us.’ The 
reply was, ‘ No sir, we will not allow you; 
the people must have that work from us; 
you have no right to intrude among our 
people.’ And the bishop of Salisbury, the 
other day, gave as one of his reasons against 
the distribution of the scriptures, that they 
were disseminated in parishes where the rec- 
tor was opposed to it; and that it was the 
business of the church to give the Bible. 
Now, what is that but Popery? Can there 
be a greater insult to the living God than 
that? They treat the Lord himself as men 
have sometimes treated an idiot prince; they 
do every thing in his name, and they some- 
times bring him forward ; but he must speak 
nothing but what they tell him, Nor will 
they allow the Lord of heaven himself to 
speak to the people in his own Janguage, ex- 
cept they send the Prayer-book, or some- 
thing else, to explain what he says. Now, 
we can venture to send the Bible alone; I 
am sure, as baptists, we can send it as it is, 
without asking any thing else to accompany 
it. We can sufficiently trust to the common 
sense of every man that knows the English 
language, to find out our views on baptism ; 
and, if the Bible be fairly translated, no man 
who has any understanding can fail of com- 
prehending them. With regard to India, we 
have no opportunity of doing much there, 
except to translate; but we have men in an 
uncommon degree qualified to do that. We 
have the testimony not only of our own bre- 
thren, but the praise of others; for, as they 
translate all from one source, they have no- 
thing to learn but new languages. You know 
what advantage is derived from the use of 
machinery in this country. Now, our mis- 
sionaries have the advantage of the machinery 
of their predecessors, of their great skill and 
learned research; and we ought to afford 
them every facility that they may success- 
fully avail themselves of such advantages. 
Some may be found, who, if a translation 
20 
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were made by the archangel Gabriel himself, 
and published with the words ‘ baptist minis- 
ter’ at the end of his name, would not re- 
ceive it. The common translation is an ex- 
cellent translation, in many respects; there 
are, no doubt, many imperfections in it, from 
the restrictions to which the translators were 
subjected at the time ; but do you think, if 
a translation was to be made now, none 
haying been made before, that it would be as 
good as the authorized version? No; that it 
would not. Some people would make it a 
Puseyite version, but our translation is made ; 
we ought to bless God for it; for, although 
the work was in the hand of our opponents, 
and they had the whole direction of it, it was 
made with a fairness, that we could not at all 
expect now. ‘There was at that period, also, 
a great deal of solid learning, of acquaintance 
with the original languages, without any 
knowledge of what is termed criticism. On 
the contrary, at the present time, there is a 
great deal of supposed knowledge of criticism, 
without any thorough acquaintance with the 
languages. Persons talk very learnedly and 
very decidedly; but they trade very exten- 
sively on a very little capital. Great, then, is 
the importance of translation, and great are 
the obligations under which we lie to our 
brethren in the East. Let me say a few 
words with respect to the difficulties and 
duties of translation. One of the greatest 
difficulties, if not of translation, yet of those 
of a society or committee who supply the 
translations, is, that it is supposed to be so 
very easy a thing to translate. There is no 
greater error. It is one of the most difficult 
things imaginable; I think it would be easier 
for a man to make himself master of all the 
known sciences. It requires vast knowledge; 
he must be acquainted with a vast number of 
things; for, if he is not acquainted with 
things, he has no true knowledge of words. 
I read an anecdote, I think, in the Life of 
Wilberforce, that will illustrate this: he says, 
on one occasion, he took Mr. Pitt with him to 
hear the Rey. R. Cecil. Wilberforce expect- 
ed great things, and thought he would surely 
captivate Mr. Pitt. But when he afterwards 
spoke to him, and inquired what he thought, 
he replied, that he did not understand a single 
word Mr. Cecil had said. What! not under- 
stand the English language? Did any man 
understand it better than Mr. Pitt? The 
fact was this: he did not understand the 
thing. And so, ifa man begins to translate 
the Scriptures, he must know the gospel, and 
personally feel and understand its doctrines, 
its ordinances, and its precepts. ‘There are 
a great number of modern translators who 
entirely misapprehend the matter, and, 
by their improvements, rather corrupt the 
word of God than otherwise. There have 
been false rules of criticism adopted and 
acted upon, really not worthy of the name of 
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rules, and which ought not to direct them in 
the interpretation of the word of God. They 
have got a vade mecwm from Germany; the 
Germans are very learned men, men exten- 
sively acquainted with books; nay, so exten- 
sively acquainted with books, that they are 
like London dray-horses, they carry an im- 
mense load, but are rather burdened than en- 
lightened. I have no objection to be thank- 
ful to these men for all their knowledge of 
languages and other things; still I do say, 
that their rules of criticism are not to be re- 
spected. Good rules are safe foundations, 
are safe grounds of criticism, and men gene- 
rally reason fairly from them ; for it is obvi- 
ous to men of common sense, that they lead 
to truth; consequently, false opinions are 
deduced from false foundations and false 
principles, and lead to doubt and mystery. 
These are failings, to which, I think, your 
translators are not addicted; but I think it 
would be as well to admonish them, on com- 
mon sense rules, to use the simplest lan- 
guage—words that have got at least a cur- 
rency in the English language, good Saxon 
words, The productions that come from 
Germany are all stuffed with barbarous 
words ; I say this is high treason against the 
English language. ‘They think if they give 
a Latin word, there is something profound 


and great in it, whereas it is only pedantry. 
I say the sense of that man is most profound, 
who is not afraid to employ plain English, 
But above all, you ought to admonish your 
translators to faithfulness. Never, never, in 
translating the scriptures, let us give a twist 
to the word of God to serve a purpose. No; 
it is infamously degrading to the character of 
a man, and most derogatory to the honour of 
God. Must I be a villain in order to serve 
the interests of the religion of God? Does 
he need my craft to propagate histruth? It 
is the characteristic of scripture, that very 
often there are difficulties thrown upon a 
doctrine, by some passages appearing to dis- 
agree with other passages; or one doctrine in- 
terfering with another doctrine. Well, what 
would you do, translator? Oh, I will just 
give it some little softening down, that they 
may not appear contrary to each other. God 
forbid! no, let it appear in all its strength, 
just as it is. It would be well also, to ad- 
monish your translators to take no improper 
liberties with the text. You cannot depart 
from the authority of manuscripts. Where 
there are different readings, you may avail 
yourself of that which appears to be the best ; 
but, without the authority of manuscripts, 
you have no right to alter, no right to add or 
to diminish ; for that is laying a foundation 
that would overturn all truth. If you have 
reason to suppose that there must have been 
something in the original which is not there, 
or some alteration, do all you can to show it; 
| we will hear it, but never let it come into the 
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text. Translate what is before you, accord- 
ing to the best and most authentic manu- 
scripts. I would not advise you to go so far 
as a clergyman I heard of, who, after the 
death of his Majesty King William, con- 
tinued to pray most fervently for him every 
Sunday; and who, when asked why he did 
so, replied, ‘ Why, my business is to go on 
with what is before me till I have further in- 
structions.” There are some things so self- 
evident, from the passages with which they 
are connected, that I think you would be 
warranted in correcting them, without the 
authority of manuscripts ; such as the con- 
founding of one letter with another, where 
alteration would harmonize the thing, and not 
touch the matter. I would also admonish 
the translators never to give a sense to a word 
they translate, without the authority of use. 
Our opponents do not choose to argue as to 
the word in dispute from admitted instances 
of its meaning, but from meanings alleged to 
be possible from the ‘authority of theory or 
etymology. We allege the instances where 
the word so occurs, and we take no other 
meaning; we do not say it may mean this 
or that, but what it does mean. We cannot 
admit that it is doubtful. Persons come to 
it with preconceived notions; but they should 
receive it as a jury receives evidence. They 
are sworn to try a case fairly; and to dismiss 
from their minds every preconception and 
prejudice, and to decide alone by the evi- 
dence before them. That is what we are to 
do; to give the word that meaning which is 
laid before us in the documents and books in 
which it is used. Again, we ought never, on 
any account, to substitute a Commentary for 
a Translation. Sometimes the scriptures 
themselves do this, by quoting previous scrip- 
tures, and giving the substance of their mean- 
ing; but the Spirit of the Lord does that, and 
he knows his own meaning ; but, when I do 
it, I don’t know that I have got the sense. 
I should then give what is before me, and not 
what I think to be the substance of if. An- 
other thing, and the last to which I shall 
allude, is the difference between a literal and 
a free translation: a literal translation means 
either the radical sense of words, or an exact 
translation according to the present meaning 
of words. I think all faithful translations 
must be literal; although nothing can be 
more absurd than what some call a literal 
translation ; that is, giving the radical mean- 
ing of a word, when it is no translation at all. 
For instance: the word ‘pitiful.? At the 
time our translators gave that word, it signi- 
fied ‘compassionate, merciful, kind;’ but 
every man knows that that is not its significa- 
tion now. A pitiful man is a poor-spirited, 
niggardly, churlish man. I think we should 
not translate literally there. In one sense, 
our translation should be literal, it should be 
exact. We ought to give just the amount of 


words in the original, as far as we are able to 
ascertain them. Weare not to endeayour to 
make our translation more elegant, or more 
modern, than the original. It would be like 
the exhibition of a Grecian sage in the dress 
of an English gentleman. We must give the 
scriptures in their own venerable, ancient 
garments. And they are not the less intelli- 
gible on that account. Oh, no. That which 
men call elegance is mere pedantry, com- 
pared with the great simplicity and majesty, 
dignity and energy, of the words of the Holy 
Spirit. I would only add another word, and 
that is, with respect to what is called Syna- 
gogue Greek. Wonderful things have been 
done on the subject in contest among us by 
Synagogue Greek; and, from the way in 
which they speak, they would have this sup- 
posed a different language from the Greek 
itself; but what is the difference? You may 
as well talk of Synagogue English. If I go 
to the Parliament-house, I hear many a word 
and phrase that I don’t hear here, and vice 
versa; and, if I go to a Theological Society, 
I meet with different terms there. But does 
any man think there is any difference in the 
language? No; it is the same language, ap- 
plied to different subjects. But some tell us 
as though they had made a discovery, that 
there are many changes of meaning in the 
history of some words. Is this news to any 
man of literature? The question is, can any 
change be pointed out in the history of the 
disputed word from its origin to the times of 
the New Testament writers? I have no con- 
cern with its after history. It would be ap- 
plied to the rite after all the changes of the 
rite, however numerous those changes may 
have been. But let us take it from its cradle, 
and follow it to its grave; and, from first to 
last, admitting every thing that can he pro- 
duced from the Greek language, to the 
time of the apostles, we may venture to offer 
a premium to the man that will show us we 
are wrong.” 

Mr, Knibb said,— 

“ T will state what made me a baptist ; for 
I was once an independent; and they would 
not blame me if I were one still. I asked 
myself, what right my father had to make 
me believe that on which I could not think. 
The baptist principle within me sprung from 
the inherent right which every human being 
has to think and act for himself. I considered 
that my parents, though I loved them ten- 
derly, robbed me of my birthright when they 
took me in their arms to the baptismal font. 
I am persuaded that baptism, on a profession 
of faith in Jesus Christ, is not merely in ac- 
cordance with the revealed will of God, but with 
that right which we all possess to know before 
we act, and believe before we profess. I be- 
lieve that the word of God does not afford 
the least possible argument for taking a puny 
infant, whether it be in the established church 
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or among dissenting congregations—with a 
godfather or without one—and there making it 
believe that of which it knows nothing. I sin- 
cerely trust that no baptist will ever be ashamed 
of saying what he thinks. I hope that the 
remark of our esteemed chairman will have 
some weight, that all baptists should dwell 
among their own churches. I do not wish to 
undervalue the talent of independent or other 
ministers; but I do maintain that we have 
got a very decent share of it among ourselves. 
If you should adopt the system of lay agency 
which we pursue in Jamaica, I am sure that 
your chairman would make a very good local 
baptist preacher; and I see no reason why he 
should not be one. If he should be the 
means, when the toils of the day are closed, 
of gathering around him an audience, and 
even if he should give them a ticket, I do not 
think that he would violate one command of 
God; though he might receive the scowl of 
every pretended successor of the apostles, I 
verily believe that, in so doing, all who are 
deacons and officers in our churches would 
not only act in accordance with New Testa- 
ment principles, but would gather around the 
denomination a strength which hell itself 
could not resist. If I should be the happy 
means of directing you to this subject, in con- 
nexion with a faithful translation of the word 
of God, you will have reason to adore God, 
that, by any means, I was called for a short 
time from my beloyed employ. If there be 
baptists here who throw all their influence 
and all their energy into that which is gene- 
rally called the dominant sect among dissen- 
ters, let me invite them to try if they cannot 
find their way among their own denomina- 
tion. E speak plainly, because I shall be 
gone in a few days; and it will not thin my 
congregation ; it will not reduce my salary; 
no one will give up his seat because I say 
what is plain. I know that some of you can- 
not do it so well. If all the baptists in Lon- 
don that assist to fill the different independent 
chapels would just come and help their bre- 
thren, they would be doing what I would tell 
independents to do who come and sit with us. 
An individual connected with the church of 
England assembled with us in Falmouth, 
when there was no evangelical clergyman. A 
letter was written in my house, addressed to 
the bishop, asking him to procure one; and 
when one was obtained I said to this gentle- 
man, ‘It is not your duty to remain in my 
church. You haye now a minister who 
preaches the gospel; go to him and do your 
duty.’ So I say to every baptist; so I say to 
every independent; and to every one who 
believes, after having searched the word of 
God, that the principles he professes are right. 
It is high time, if our principles are right, 
that we should stick to them. I say this 
with all the benevolence of my heart to others; 
and that man is not worthy the name of a 


BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 


man who cannot hear sentiments like these 
propounded without taking offence. What ! 
cannot I love a fellow-Christian without keep- 
ing myself silent on that which I think is one 
of the commands of my Redeemer? What 
should we have thought of our brethren in 
Calcutta, if, for a few paltry pounds to be 
obtained from Earl-street, they had refused 
to make a fair translation of the word of God ? 
They would have deserved the scorn and in- 
dignation of every Christian that breathes. 
Admit the principle, that they had a right to 
do it, and where would be the atonement, if a 
Puseyite might judge? Where all the de- 
lightful doctrines of the cross, if those who 
call themselves the successors of the apostles 
might have their full swing? It is our duty 
to contend earnestly for the faith; it is our 
duty earnestly to contend for every point of 
the faith. I know some will say that it is a 
little thing; but I deny that any thing which 
Jesus does is either little or contemptible. I 
think our brethren do not bring the subject 
fully before their congregations. It ought 
not to be brought forward with respect to this 
verb, or that adverb, but with respect to the 
duty of every individual who believes the 
gospel to come forward and profess it. Some 
persons may say, that immersion is an inde- 
cent practice, They may say what they 
please; we are not accountable to them for 
the decency or indecency of it. We are sim- 
ply accountable to Christ for the fulfilment of 
his command, It is but the other day, that 
the ordinance of baptism was administered by 
Brother May, in the parish of St. Elizabeth, 
for the first time. ‘The whole parish was in 
an uproar; they knew not what would come 
to pass; the clergyman said that the church 
was quite deserted, and assured the people 
who attended that they would be bewitched. 
Brother May is a sedate and a very clever 
man; but, as it was said, that the people to 
be baptized would be put in and pulled out 


| by ropes, great numbers attended. To spread 


a bad report is a most capital thing to get a 
good congregation. Mr. May took the Prayer- 
book, first, to show what that said. It states, 
‘And then, naming it after them (if they 
shall certify him that the child may well en- 
dure it), he shall dip it in the water, discreetly 
and warily.’ He afterwards took the New 
Testament, and showed that Jesus Christ had 
therein required that men and women should 
be dipped. He then, with the candidates 
dressed in white, preached to them Jesus; 
and he told me, a short time afterwards, that 
the administration of that ordinance had been 
the means of awakening and converting one 
hundred persons to God. Now, I should like 
to know how many have ever been converted 
by seeing a child christened and hearing it 
squall. J should like to have a history of 
infant baptism, in connexion with the conver- 
sion of the world. That would be something 
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worth reading about; that would, indeed, be 
something new, at least; and the adage of 
Solomon would for once be not quite right, 
‘There is nothing new under the sun.’ 
Though I am no linguist I know my mother- 
tongue, and I rejoice to hear learned men re- 
pudiate the use of Latin and Greek to express 
what may be as well said in good Saxon lan- 
guage. Depend upon it that, taken altogether, 
the good old Saxon language is the best. I 
rejoice that my brethren in the ministry are 
beginning to think that a man may havea 
good education without sprinkling his conver- 
sation with French, or larding all that he says 
with a little Latin. JI have heard it said in 
Jamaica,—I don’t know whether you have 
heard it said in England,—‘ Poor bhaptists ! 
they shall have a Bible of their own ; they 
need it ; they cannot carry on without it!’ 
We do not want a Bible of our own; we 
want a Bible such as God intended us to 
haye. It will be said, ‘ Why, what impudent 
fellows these baptists are; they talk of getting 
out a Bible of their own with £1,600, trans- 
lating it, and sending it all over the world!’ 
Oh, we do not forget what £13 did; we have 
that still in our minds; and let the baptist 
denomination be true to itself, and let those 
who believe our statements either assist or 
abjure us. While they keep away from us 
they do us immense harm, instead of doing us 
good. I should consider that if I went to an 
independent chapel I was occupying the seat 
of another person, who would, on account of 
my presence, be obliged to stand. When I 
have been asked whom I was going to hear, 
that there was Mr. So and So and Mr. So 
and So, preaching in town, my reply has 
been, ‘I am going to a baptist chapel.’ I 
say these things, because I think they ought 
to be said, and I have never heard any other 
person say them; therefore it is no plagiarism 
on my part. Men ought to be taught to 
think. I have no idea of compromise and 
compliance, and bowing and scraping, lest I 
should offend Mr. So and So. Let him be 
offended. I have no idea of its being said, 
‘If you speak so plainly such and such a per- 
son will leave the chapel.’ Well, let them 
leave. I have no idea of a man flinching 
from the honest expression of his sentiments, 
because people choose to think that they are 
right and we are wrong. No; the time is 
come when we must have a different state of 
things. Nothing pains me so much as to see 
a number of devoted men labouring for God, 
and to see their places of worship so frequently 
neglected. Some baptists, it is said, attend 
not at the baptist chapel, because the preach- 
er, though he is a good man, has had no edu- 
cation. I know that there are persons who 
feel this as strongly as I do; but they would 
not like to say it. J reply, Why do you not, 
instead of finding other places, find your way 
to the baptist chapel? I consider it an ho- 
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nour to be a baptist. I consider it an honour 
because I am surrounded by such noble spi- 
tits who are baptists. I consider it an honour 
because they have not been tempted for filthy 
lucre’s sake from the high position in which 
they stand. I rejoice in it because you allow 
your missionaries to think and act for them-+ 
selves—because we can go forth unfettered 
and free in our delightful work. I entreat 
my baptist friends who have no baptist minis- 
ter under whom they can sit to build a chapel 
for themselves. We want a new chapel built 
in London by a jubilee fund. We will forgive 
our recreant baptists, if, repenting of their 
folly, they will join together and build a ju- 
bilee chapel. I should be glad to come over, 
not to open it, but to give out the hymns. 
And we can inscribe over its portals, ‘ How 
lovely it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!’ I should rejoice if an independent 
minister would just go and make a speech 
of this kind among the independents who 
leave their denomination. He would have a 
perfect right to do it; and so have we. How 
is it that we cannot carry out our designs 
with all the activity and the strength which 
the denomination commands? If the bap- 
tists of America and the baptists of England 
would all collect under their own colours, 
they would be found, not the least, but, in all 
probability, the largest denomination. Are 
your principles good for any thing or not? Is 
there no difference between believers’ bap- 
tism and infant sprinkling P Is there no dif- 
ference between a young disciple, glowing 
with love to Christ, coming forth voluntarily 
and avowing that he leaves the world and all 
its concerns, and a long train of lordly 
bishops, with princes coming even from other 
parts of the world, promising for an infant 
that it shall renounce the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world? And then look at the 
feast afterwards. Oh, what a union of Belial 
and Christ! There is nothing in the religion 
of the Son of God akin to it. Search the re- 
cords of that word, and find it, if you can. 
Was it not said, that there was a despised 
sect that could not. rejoice in the christening ? 
That recreant paper, the Times,—recreant to 
all that is right and proper,—after throwing 
out its dastardly insinuations against the mis- 
sionaries of Christ, came forth with all its 
imposing strength, and endeavoured to cast a 
stigma upon the loyalty of baptists, because 
they could not bow down to worship this 
watery image which the archbishop of Can- 
terbury bad set up. Though we wish to 
translate the Bible, we do not wish to omit 
either ‘fear God’ or ‘honour the king,’ whe- 
ther that king be a man, or a woman made a 
queen. I do maintain that it is an insult to 
which England ought not to submit, to cast 
sentiments of disloyalty on the baptist deno- 
mination, on aceount of their non-observance 
of this vain and gaudy show. We do not 
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yield to any in our devotion to constitutional 
authorities. The history of the baptists Is a 
history of uncompromising attachment to li- 
berty. I rejoice that I have had an oppor- 
tunity of stating —I hope ina proper manner, 
—my views upon the subject. J honour our 
translators. 1 do not think the crown upon 
the brow of Yates is the D.D. that hangs 
upon it; it is that he refused to mistranslate 
the word of God. The man who stood out 
as he did cannot be bought. The same 
principles that induced that man to forego the 
honours of the world, rather than corrupt the 
word of God, would lead him to hang on a 
gibbet, and ascend from that to heaven, It 
is by the cultivation of this principle that you 
will preserve the country from anarchy and 
ruin, and, at the same time, promote the ex- 
tension of the great principles of Christianity. 
Every thing in the Bible breathes liberty, as 
well as loye. ‘There is not a single phrase in 
it on which a tyrant can rest an apology for 
his conduct.” 


WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this society was held 
on May 2nd, in Exeter Hall, Col. Conolly, 
member of parliament for the county of Done- 
gal, presiding. 

The Rey. Dr. Bunting read the report, 
“which,” says the Watchman, “in reference 
to financial matters, was far more auspicious 
and encouraging than any of late years. It 
stated that the gross income had reached 
£101,688 2s. 4d.; the expenditure had been 
£98,754 7s. 9d., leaving a surplus of £2,933 
l4s, 7d. The receipts in Great Britain had 
been £70,788 3s. 4d., an increase of £6,283; 
in Ireland, £5,061 13s. 4d., an increase of 
£496; and from foreign auxiliaries there had 
been received £12,322, 7s, 10d., an increase 
of £2,461. There were only five districts in 
Great Britain which had not augmented their 
contributions, 

“« The following is a summary of the society’s 
operations :— 


“The total number of principal or 
central mission stations, called cir- 
cuits, occupied by the society in the 
several parts of the world, now enu- 
merated, is. : 2 : é 

The number of missionaries employed, 
exclusive of the catechists, &c., 1s . 

The number of full and accredited 
church members, exclusive of those 
under the care of the society’s mis- 
sionaries in Ireland, is . 4 . 87,258 

The number of scholars in the mission 
schools is nearly. . : + 60,000” 


Fourteen missionaries and two wives have 
been sent out by the society since the last 
anniversary ; but eight missionaries and five 
wives of missionaries have been removed by 
death, 
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CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The forty-second anniversary meeting of 
the subscribers and friends of the Church 
Missionary Society was held in the great 
room of Exeter Hall on Tuesday, May 3, the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Chichester in the 
chair. 

The report was read by the Rey. R. Davies 
and the Rey. John Venn. It commenced by 
the committee’s remarking that they presented 
it under a deep sense of their responsibility to 
God and to man. With regard to patronage, 
the report announced that the following pre- 
lates had attached themselves to the society : 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and 
the Bishops of London, Bath and Wells, 
Chichester, Lincoln, Peterborough, Sodor and 
Man, Hereford, Gloucester and Bristol, New 
Zealand, and the United Church of England 
and Ireland in Jerusalem. 

Details were then given of the operations 
of the society, after which its financial diffi- 
culties were adyerted to at considerable length. 
“ At the last anniversary of the society, the 
state of its finances was such as to occasion 
the committee much solicitude. That solici- 
tude was increased as the year advanced. 
The necessity of reducing the expenditure of 
the society became apparent. At a meeting 
of the Committee of Correspondence at the 
beginning of July, a resolution was adopted, 
‘That means should be immediately taken to 
reduce the expenditure of the society in the 
Malta, New Zealand, Trinidad, and Jamaica 
missions,’ ” 

In April last, at a special meeting of the 
committee, several resolutions were adopted, 
of which this was one: “ ‘'That, in the opi- 
nion of this committee, the scale of expendi- 
ture for the current year should he limited to 
£85,000, in accordance with the reeommend- 
ation of the finance sub-committee; and 
that, with this view, the committee should 
take immediate steps to carry into effect the 
resolutions already adopted for discontinuing 
the society’s operations in Jamaica, Trinidad, 
and Malta; and should also take such steps, 
with regard to its other missions, as may be 
necessary to accomplish the reduction pro- 
posed.’ 

“ It was with extreme pain and regret that 
the committee came to a decision narrowing 
the society’s operations to so serious an ex- 
tent. In the actual situation of the society, 
however, the duty of doing so was plain and 
imperative. On closing the accounts of the 
year on the 3lst of March, its financial posi- 
tion stood thus :— 


Receipts on account of general 


fund - £90,821 2 6 
Expenditure . 110,808 16 1 


Showing an excess of expendi- 
ture within the year, of » 19,987 13 7 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


“To meet the excess of expenditure over 
imeome above stated, the committee were 
compelled to resort to loans from the society’s 
bankers, and from members of the society 
who kindly came forward to aid the committee 
in this emergency. Of these loans £11,500 
remain unpaid, and different tradesmen’s 
bills, amounting together to about £2,000, 
which properly belong to the expenditure of 
the past year, the committee were obliged to 
bring over to the present year. The total 
amount of debt, therefore, in closing the year’s 
accounts, was about £13,500.”’ 

Some of the speeches subsequently deli- 
vered, as reported in the Record, contained 
very remarkable passages. The Rey. J. W. 
Cunningham, Vicar of Harrow, is reported to 
have said, “ This year has been marked by the 
addition of the venerable name of the eccle- 
siastical head of our church to the list of our 
patrons; one to whom I myself am personally 
indebted for mildness, forbearance, and sym- 
pathy, and to whom, you must permit me to 
say, the church of England is largely indebt- 
ed ; because I solemnly believe that if we had 
had an Archbishop Laud ten years ago over 
our church, we should now be sitting and 
mourning amidst the ruins of our establish- 
ment. If it had not been for the mild, cau- 
tious, tolerant, benevolent, and sagacious 
spirit of his Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, I, for one, should have expected calami- 
ties which it is impossible to conceive. Let 
not this year, then, be marked with the first 
symptoms of decay in this society. Mr. 
Stowell said, last night, that the Chinese were 
ready to welcome us with open arms. What 
arms did he mean ?—the arms of warfare, or 
of resistance? Let us not so welcome the 
Archbishop. Let us not go to him with our 
hats in in our hands, and say, we are come to 
beg of your grace, because we are starving 
without you. No doubt, this society was 
mistaken in expecting what we have not got ; 
but your committee reasonably expected that 
when a very large body of persons professed 
that they hadno one reason in the world for not 
connecting themselves with the society except 
that it had not general episcopal sanction,— 
your committee, good men, fondly imagined 
that the instant that barrier was removed, we 
should, to adopt the noble chairman’s ex- 
pression, haye had such a rush into the boat 
as would be almost likely to sink it. I need 
not say that the rush has not taken place. 
Not only has there been no rush, but it is a 
matter of fact, that although the bishops of 
our church have largely and cordially con- 
nected themselves with this institution, a 
great many of those loudly-professing episco- 
palians will have nothing to do with it.” 

The Rev. Dr. Tyng, from Philadelphia, a 
minister of the American episcopal church, 
adverting to the Board of Foreign Missions 
with which he was connected, said, among 
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other things, “ We were, until within the last 
six years, a voluntary society; then a spirit 
got amongst us, of which I will not speak as 
I could, because I might possibly trench 
upon the feelings of some persons, but which 
made men contend that every thing ought to 
be placed under ecclesiastical approbation 
and protection: and we fondly yielded. But 
our six years’ experience, I am bound to say, 
has not satisfied the proposers of the change. 
We have had a slight increase of means, and 
a large increase of government ; and under 
our circumstances we are as much shackled 
by the protection we receive as we are bene- 
fited by carrying out the principles by which 
we are held and ruled. Since, however, you 
have also accepted the oversight of the heads 
of the church, we feel convinced that we were 
mistaken, and that you are right; and the re- 
sult must eventually prove that you have ex- 
ercised more wisdom than we did.” 

The Rey. T. Vores, formerly secretary of 
the society, said, “ When he looked to the as- 
pect of the times, he was thankful to God 
that, though the income of the society was 
nearly £20,000 short of its expenditure, yet 
its receipts had exceeded those of last year by 
about £200, and that the contributions from 
its associations had increased by about £2,000. 
It must be acknowledged, however, that the 
deficit must be attributed to the alarming 
state of the church; and gladly did he respond 
to the hope of the noble chairman, that she 
would be carried safely through her present 
difficulties.” 

The Rey. Baron Gerlach, minister of one 
of the largest parishes in Berlin, said, “‘ When 
we were founding our missionary society in 
Prussia, we were most anxious to give to it, 
and to keep to it, the character of a church 
missionary society, as you call it, in the full 
sense of the term. Therefore we sought and 
received the approval of our church authori- 
ties, and the doctrines taught in our mission- 
ary institution were those of our church, We 
presented all our missionaries to our church 
authorities to be ordained; and even when 
sending them into foreign lands, we were 
anxious to keep up a close connexion between 
our missionary stations and our church. But 
there were some of our clergy who thought 
that the whole management of the society 
should be in the hands of the authorities of 
the church, that there should be no commit- 
tees, no anniversaries, no agents travelling 
through the land to awaken the zeal of Chris- 
tians in behalf of the missionary cause. They 
succeeded so far, that in some parts of our 
country our auxiliaries were silenced, and the 
business was left to the ordinary synods and 
meetings of the clergy. The consequence 
was, that nearly all the zeal in the missionary 
cause was extinguished, and the operations 
languished, But, at present, I am glad to 
gay that these erroneous Views are giving way, 
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and that our auxiliaries are now formed upon 
that liberal plan which we have learnt from 
Great Britain; that our agents are more active, 
our anniversaries are more interesting, and 
the cause is flourishing still more and more.” 


We make no comment on these statements, 
but their utterance in such an assembly, and 
under such circumstances, deserves the notice 
of those who “ can make interpretations and 
dissolye doubts.” 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The “Hon. W. F. Cowper, M.P., occupied 
the chair at the forty-eighth annual meeting of 
this society, which was held in Exeter Hall, 
May 12th. 

An abstract of the report was read by the 
Rey. A. Tidman, “ which,” says the Patriot, 
to which we are indebted for our account of 
this meeting, “ contained numerous facts, 
showing that the state and progress of the so- 
ciety in the past year, both at home and 
abroad, had been most encouraging, and the 
substance of which is embodied in the first 
resolution.—The total amount of income re- 
ceived during the year had been 80,8747. Os, 
2d.; the total expenditure, 87,5517. 9s. 11d.; 
leaving a deficiency, as compared with the 
outlay, of 6,677/. 9s. 9d.” 

The resolution referred to is as follows :— 

“That the report, of which an abstract has been 
read, be approved, printed, and circulated. That 
this meeting reviews, with hallowed joy, the progress 
of the missionary cause, through the agency of the 
London Missionary Society, during the past year, 
in the advancement of civilization and social happi- 
ness, among tribes and nations once the victims of 
gross ignorance and hateful passions; in the ex- 
tended education of the young, both in useful and in 
sacred knowledge; in the translation and circulation 
of the holy scriptures in the dialects of Polynesia, 
India, and Africa; in the numerous striking con- 
versions of the heathen to the faith of Christ; and 
in the general purity, order, and activity of the mis- 
sion churches. But this meeting, deeply sensible 
that such glorious results of an agency feeble and 
imperfect, must be attributed exclusively to the 
grace of the exalted Saviour, through the power of 


the Holy Spirit, humbly and gratefully ascribes to 
him the honour and the praise.” 


According to previous arrangement, an ad- 
journed meeting was held in the evening at 
Finsbury chapel, the attendance at which was 
very numerous. On this occasion W. A. 
Hankey, Esq. presided. : 


CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION SOCIETY. 


The subscribers and friends to this Institu- 
tion held their seventeenth annual meeting at 
Finsbury Chapel on Tuesday evening, the 
3rd of May, Sir C. E. Smith, Bart. in the 
chair. 

The services haying heen commenced by 
singing, the Rey. R. Ainslieengaged in prayer. 

The Rey. J. Blackburn, at the request of 
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the Chairman, then read the Report. It 
stated that the little band of not a hundred 
gratuitous visitors who first associated to pro- 
mote the objects of this society had increased 
to 2354, who were systematically employed 
in their benevolent operations. The gratui- 
tous visitors were divided into 103 associa- 
tions. The following tabular view of the ef- 
forts of these local associations during the past 
year, for the visitation of the poor, the main- 
tenance of local stations for prayer-meetings 
and preaching, and for the support of stipen- 
diary missionaries, in aid of the gratuitous 
visitors, presented a result that was highly 
encouraging. 


SUMMARY OF ASSOCIATIONS. 


Associations. Visitors, Families. Stations. Missrs. 


London sieves 12° 232: * 7,098 2 
Finsbury......... 13 310 7,803 10 1 
Marylebone ... 6 112 2359 1 0 
Westminster... 8 196 3,445 12 0 
Tower Hamlets 27 798 16,863 51 2 
Southwark...... TRIED NE SWORD OTD 3 
Lambeth ...... 8 106 2,818 5 1 
Greenwich...... 6 Si.) ood, cae 
Suburban ...... 12 196 5,461 16°3 


103 2354 57,553 1385 13 


Gratifying as these totals were, yet, if the 
statistics of each metropolitan division were 
examined, the disproportion between the ef- 
forts of the churches and the exigencies of the 
people, was most affecting and admonitory. 
The census of 1841 gave the population of the 
metropolis as 1,870,727 persons, whichshowed 
that after all the progress the society had 
made, yet there remained 1,583,000 at this 
moment untouched by the efforts of its bene- 
volent agents. In making that statement, 
however, the committee had not forgotten that 
there were kindred societies, and other bodies 
of Christians, happily engaged in the same 
work, and were employing other instruments 
and agencies to raise the moral character of 
our fellow-citizens. The prayer-meetings and 
cottage lectures had been greatly honoured of 
God. During the past year considerable pros- 
perity had attended the Sunday-schools con- 
nected with many of the stations. During the 
past summer five preaching tents had been 
used. About 150 open-air services had been 
held in various places in the suburban parts of 
the metropolis. ‘Two courses of lectures had 
been delivered at Bishopsgate and Barbican 
chapels, which had been attended by several 
hundreds of young men, principally belonging 
to those classes whose improvement was spe- 
cially contemplated by those services. For 
several years past the society had extended 
tent and out-of-door preaching services to the 
rural parts of the metropolitan counties, and 
last year they were held in Middlesex, Surrey, 
and Herts. The report concluded by an ur- 
gent appeal for increased financial support. 


eee sr Se eee 


a ee 


— a 


LONDON CITY MISSION. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


_ The thirty-eighth anniversary of this so- 
ciety was held in Exeter Hall, May 4th. The 
aad was taken by the president, Lord Bex- 

ey. 

The Rey. A. Brandram read the report, 
which gave an interesting sketch of the so- 
ciety’s operations during the past year. 

The total amount received during the year, 
applicable to the general objects of the so- 
ciety, including subscriptions, donations, lega- 
cies, dividends on stock, and contributions of 
auxiliary societies, is 44,045/. 11s. 5d.; com- 
pared with last year, showing an increase of 
13002. 17s.; amount received from sales of 
bibles and testaments, 50,204/. 14s. 10d.; total 
amount received from all sources, 95,0957. 4s. 
8d. The issues of the society have been, 
from the depository at home, 584,544, from 
depéts abroad, 231,007; total issues of bibles 
and testaments since the commencement of 
the society, 14,038,934. 

The speakers were the Bishop of Chester, 
Lord Glenelg, Lord Sandon, Dr. Vaughan, 
Dr. Gunn, Rey. Mr. Waugh, Hon. and Rev. 
— Villiers, Rev. G. Pritchard, Rev. Mr. 
Verugislec, Rev. Mr. Mestrier, Bishop of 
Worcester, Sir T. D. Acland. 


LONDON CITY MISSION. 


At the anniversary of this institution, held 
in Exeter Hall, May 5th, E. N. Buxton, Esq. 
presided. 

The Rey. R. Ainslie read the report, which 
after describing the general state of religious 
and moral destitution in numerous districts of 
the metropolis, instanced the circumstances of 
one locality in the city of Westminster. In 
that district there were 120 houses occupied 
by 708 families, all of them visited by the 
society’s missionary ; in those houses there 
were 174 rooms occupied by females devoted 
to public vice, 290 occupied by common 
beggars, and 190 by hucksters, who obtained 
a livelihood by selling fruit and other articles 
in the streets, and to all of whom the sabbath 
was unknown for the purposes of religion. In 
this district, during the past year, the society’s 
missionary had made no less than 6554 visits, 
had distributed 5390 religious tracts, and 11 
copies of the scriptures, and had brought 158 
children to attend the schools. He had also 
held 108 meetings for reading the holy scrip- 
tures; ninety-eight backsliders had been out- 
wardly reformed, and seven persons had passed 
through his instrumentality from death unto 
life. On the subject of Sunday taverns, the 
report stated that the magistrates had listened 
to the representations made by the society, 
and in public court had solemnly declared 
that the licenses would be refused if those 
houses were made, as formerly, the prime 
haunts of Sunday desecration. This has been 
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endorsed by the chairman upon the licenses, 
and the proprietors of these houses had pro- 
mised to attend to the injunction; a promise 
which, with very few exceptions, had been 
fulfilled. The report went on to observe, that 
the committee would not let this matter rest, 
and that before the next licensing day they 
would collect further information, and prevent 
the continuance of an eyil so prejudicial to the 
comfort and happiness of all classes of society. 
It was next stated, that a missionary had been 
appointed to visit persons of the Jewish faith, 
and two deeply interesting instances were nar- 
rated of two individuals, one a blasphemer _ 
and the other an atheist, who, by the efforts 
of the missionary, had been brought to the 
conyiction that Jesus Christ was the Messiah. 
It was then stated that no less than 120 dis- 
tricts of the metropolis were visited by the 
agents and missionaries of this society ; and it 
was with deep gratitude to Almighty God, 
that with reference to the last year the com- 
mittee were enabled to report, that in every 
department its usefulness had been the most 
prosperous in the history of the mission. For 
an interesting detail of some of the labours of 
the society, the report referred to the contents 
of the London City Mission Magazine for 
February last, and then proceeded to narrate 
several striking incidents and scenes witnessed 
during the past year by the missionaries of the 
society. Our limits preclude us giving these 
interesting narratives, but one incident we 
cannot omit to communicate to our readers, 
as an instance how necessary and imperative 
are the demands for action and exertion in the 
times in which we live, The missionary for 
the Islington district had communicated to 
the committee the case of a man “ well in 
life, but whose heart was hardened against the 
truth and mercy of Heaven, whom he had 
often visited. On entering his room one day, 
after several visits, he found him dead, and 
wishing to see the corpse, the widow removed 
the sheet with which it was covered, and 
then,” said the missionary, “I saw lying at 
the right hand of the dead body the Weekly 
Dispatch, on the left, a copy of the writings 
of Paine, Volney, and Owen, and before the 
corpse was placed a portrait of Thomas Paine. 
All this had been done by the special injunc- 
tions of the deceased while living.” The re- 
port then went on to detail numerous instances 
of drunkards reclaimed, of blasphemers and 
sabbath-breakers brought to the knowledge of 
the Redeemer, of prostitutes brought back to 
the paths of virtue, of backsliders restored 
like lost sheep, of Roman Catholics brought 
to Protestantism, of infants, otherwise entirely 
neglected, being brought up in religion by the 
meritorious and indefatigable exertions of the 
missionaries of this society. It was further 
stated, that in the past year6,577 meetings had 
been held for prayer and the expounding of 
the scriptures; 3,616 religious tracts and 1,066 
2P 
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copies of the scriptures had been distributed, 
and 1,536 persons had been induced to attend 
public worship. The total number of visits 
made to the poor by the missionaries in the 
various districts amounted to 289,924, With 
respect to the state of the funds, the report 
acknowledged with gratitude the liberality of 
the bankers of the society, Messrs. Barnett 
and Co., in making advances at certain periods 
of the year, and then announced that the net 
income for the last year had been 4,831/. 4s. 
94d., being an increase on the former year of 
9341. 3s. 24d., and that the net income for 
the present year was 5,534/. 18s, 114d., being 
an increase of 712/, 4s. 9d., and leaving a 
balance in the hands of the treasurer of about 
370. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


On the 5th of May, in the evening, the 
forty-third annual meeting of this institution 
was held in Exeter Hall. The chair was 
taken by Capt. Moorsom, R.N. 

After singing, and prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Jenkyn, the chairman addressed the audience 
and called for the report. 

Mr. Watson then read that document, which 
commenced by referring to the society’s ope- 
rations in Denmark, Belgium, France, Corfu, 
Sierra Leone, Central India, Van Diemen’s 
Land, New Zealand, West Indies, America, 
and Canada. With respect to the home pro- 
ceedings, it stated that twenty-two grants had 
been made during the last year, in aid of the 
expense of erecting or fitting-up school-rooms, 
amounting to £403, making the total num- 
ber of grants up to the present time 211, 
amounting to £4,819. These grants had 
been made without any respect to denomina- 
tional distinctions. ‘Three new local unions 
had been formed, namely, the South-West 
Kent, Dudley, and Stockton. The number 
of Sunday-school lending libraries granted 
had been 126, making a total of 859. The 
Union had thus sustained a pecuniary loss of 
£310 53, The schools assisted contained 
13,806 children, of whom 6,856 were able to 
read the scriptures. Grants of money amount- 
ing to £110, and of books to the sum of 
£261 16s. 6d., had been made in order to 
promote the extension of Sunday-schools in 
this and other countries. The following are 
the number of schools, teachers, and scholars, 
within a circle of five miles from the General 
Post Office :— 


Schools. Teachers. Scholars, 


South : - 84 1,807 16,172 
East - + 133 2,544 24,723 
West . . 138 2,402 23,857 
North ; . 132 2,754 24,387 
487 9,507 ~—-89,139 

Being an increase of 6 596 2,808 


The committee had diligently employed 
themselves during the last year in the prepa- 
ration and publication of a variety of works 
designed to assist teachers in their work, and 
to promote the efficiency of the schools. The 
sales of publications at the Depository 
amounted to £9,554 1s, 54d., being an in- 
crease of £413 17s. 7d. on the sales of the 
previous year. Donations had been received 
to the amount of £344, The committee de- 
sired especial attention to the effort made by 
the teachers and friends of Sunday-schools 
connected with the West London Auxiliary, 
who had presented £100 to the Union, an 
example which they trusted would be fol- 
lowed, not only by the other London auxi- 
liary unions, but also by the country unions. 
After payment of the grants which had been 
already made, there would be a deficiency of 
£219 2s. 74d., which must be supplied by 
the friends of religious instruction, or the as- 
sistance of the Union be withheld from those 
who stood in need of it. The present num- 
ber of subscribers to the Library and Reading 
Room was 150. In concluding the report, 
the committee affectionately urged upon their 
fellow-labourers the importance of securing for 
themselves an enlarged acquaintance with 
scripture truth, and of imparting to their 
scholars correct views on the great doctrines 
of the gospel. 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM SOCIETY. 


At the annual meeting of this society, 
which was held at the London Tavern, May 
6th, Colonel Fox, M.P., took the chair. A 
report was read by Josiah Conder, Esq., and 
several resolutions passed, which were pro- 
posed and seconded by the Rev. J. Burnet, 
H. R. Yorke, Esq., M.P., Fox Maule, Esq., 
M.P., the Rev. J. H. Hinton, the Rev. W. 
Knibb, the Rev. R. W. Overbury, the Rey. 
J. Mirams, the Rey. — Roberts, J. R. Mills, 
Esq., and G. Offor, Esq. 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


The forty-third anniversary of this institu- 
tion was held in Exeter Hall on the evening 
of May 7th, the Harl of Chichester in the 
chair. 

The report, which was read by Mr. Jones, 
the travelling and corresponding secretary, 
noticed the operations of the society and its 
auxiliaries in China, Java, Burmah, Assam, 
India, Ceylon, Australia, Van Diemen’s Land, 
New Zealand, the South Sea Islands, Western 
Africa, South Africa, Spanish America, West 
Indies, British North America, North-west 
America, Greenland, Labrador, France, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Spain, Portugal and 
Portuguese Islands, Italy, Germany, Hun- 
gary, Lower Saxony, Wirtemburg, Denmark, 
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Sweden, Poland, Russia, and the Mediterra- 
nean. In detailing the home proceedings, 
the report adverted to the loss the society had 
sustained in the deaths of the Rev. John 
Dyer and George Bennet, Esq., two constant 
and efficient members of the board. The 
following grants of publications were reported. 
For sabbath-day circulation ; soldiers, sail- 
ors, river and canal men; Home Missionary 
Society’s agents ; District Visiting, London, 
City and Town Missions, Christian Instruc- 
tion, and other kindred societies; British 
emigrants ; prisoners; hospitals; workhouses; 
railway workmen; fairs; races; foreigners in 
England; for special occasions ; colliers; 
houseless poor; villagers; market-people ; 
convict-ships ; hop-pickers; and various im- 
portant objects, amounting to 1,721,173 pub- 
ications. Grants to Wales, Ireland, and 
Scotland, including the Orkneys, 304,874. 
The libraries granted during the year to Sun- 
day and day schools, young ministers on their 
ordination, union poor-houses, destitute dis- 
tricts, &c., amounted in value to £672 3s. 1d.; 
missionary family libraries, to £257. The 
total number of libraries granted since 1832, 
exclusive of those sent to foreign lands, is 
2,314, of the value of £7,574 13s. 3d. 
The new publications amount to 220. 
The publications issued during the year 
amount to 16,469,551; making the total cir- 
culation of the society, in about eighty-six 
languages, including the issues of foreign so- 
cieties, assisted by the parent institution, ex- 
ceed 357,000,000. The total benevolent in- 
come for the year, without deducting the col- 
lector’s poundage, and free from all other 
charges and expenses whatever, was £5,826 
17s. 8d.; being an increase beyond the pre- 
ceding year of £164 2s. 6d. The gratuitous 
issues, including money grants to foreign 
societies, paper, and publications, together 
with the grants for libraries, amount to 
£8,329 1s. 8d.; which exceed the benevolent 
contributions by £2,702 4s. The society’s 
total receipts, including the proceeds of sales, 
amount to £56,014 8s. ld. The report con- 
cluded by adverting to the activity of Ro- 
manists; and urged therefrom the necessity 
of continued and increased support to the 
society, and a brotherly union among all 
protestant Christians, to give the widest cir- 
culation to the vital truths of the reformation. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


The subscribers and friends of this society 
held their thirty-seventh annual meeting at 
Exeter Hall on Monday, the 9th of May. 
The Rt. Hon. Lord John Russell in the 
chair. 

After some introductory observations by 
the chairman, in the course of which he 
stated that his brother, the Duke of Bedford, 
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considered that he had inherited with the 
property he had received from his father the 
duty of continuing his subscription to this 
society, Mr. Dunn, the Secretary, read the 
report, which stated that during the year, 55 
new schools had been established, and 24 new 
auxiliaries to the society had been formed. 
109 grants had been made to country schools. 
A very great reduction had also been effected 
in the price of school materials. The sub- 
scriptions to the Normal School, including 
the government grant, now amount to 
£15,620, and £5,000 is still needed to com- 
plete the work. In the model schools, 682 
boys and 450 girls have been received, mak- 
ing the total number on the books, 52,828. 
In the normal schools 221 teachers have 
been under training. Of these, 72 have been 
appointed to boys’ schools, and 62 to girls’ 
schools; 18 have sailed for foreign parts. 
The general state of the finances is encourag- 
ing, an increase having taken place in every 
branch of income. The receipts and pay- 
ments of the year have been £7,080 18s. 4d. 
Balance due to the treasurer, £808 15s. 9d. 

H. Labouchere, Esq., M.P., Lord Worsley, 
M.P., the Bishop of Norwich, Abel Smith, 
Esq., the Rev. C. Stovel, the Rev. G. Pritch- 
ard from the South Seas, the Rev. Mr. Carl- 
son from Sweden, the Rey. W. Knibb, the 
Rey. G. Gogerly, the Rey. J. Burnet, and W. 
Tooke, Esq., then addressed the meeting, at 
the conclusion of which Lord John Russell, 
in acknowledging the vote of thanks accorded 
to him, said, “‘ [ can only wish that any of 
those who think ill of the society, who ima- 
gine that we endeavour to give education in- 
dependent of religion, could have attended 
here this day, and have heard the resolutions 
that were moved, and the eloquence with 
which they were enforced by the right rev. 
prelate, and by the several rev. gentlemen 
who have spoken, and especially the Rey. 
Mr. Knibb, who has rendered much service 
to the whole African race by diffusing that 
Christianity which I trust is yet to spread 
over the whole continent of Africa. I wish 
that the opponents of this society could have 
heard those speeches; and, I am sure, they 
would have been convinced that there is no- 
thing lies more directly at the foundation of 
this society, than to make the scriptures the 
basis of all the education that is given. While 
I say this, I shall always maintain that all 
other instruction which can be imparted,— 
instruction in arts, science, or languages,—is 
not only not incompatible with religion, but 
perfectly consistent with a religious education. 
However, this teaching of the scriptures—not 
merely by rote, but by giving their sense and 
meaning—should be at the basis of all that 
we attempt. This has been the case from 
the very commencement of this society; and, 
should it last for ages, I trust it will continue 
to prosecute the same plan,” 
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LORD’S-DAY SOCIETY. 


The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the So- 
ciety for promoting the due Observance of the 
Lord’s-day was held at Freemasons’ Hall on 
Monday, May 9th, and was respectably at- 
tended. 

The Bishop of Chester, who presided on 
the occasion, in opening the business of the 
day mentioned some interesting facts, “ No- 
thing,” he said, “has been more clearly 
proved than the wisdom of the institution of 
the sabbath; that if it were not necessary for 
man’s soul, it would be good and expedient 
for man’s body; that if it were not necessary 
for heayen, it would, at least, be necessary 
for earth, that there should be a sabbath for 
man. ‘This has been clearly proved, and I 
mention it with the more pleasure, because it 
has been mainly proved through the exertions 
of the society which has called us together 
this day. It has been proved, for instance, 
that that animal to which we owe so much 
—the horse—is capable of doing more work 
in six days than in seven; that is, if he be 
allowed the rest God provided for him, he 
will be more serviceable than if deprived of 
it. It is proved that a man will do more 
work, and give a greater return to his em- 
ployer, in six days than in seven; and that 
if employers of labourers consider only their 
own temporal benefit, they will not refuse 
them rest on the sabbath-day. And a singu- 
lar discovery was made even within the last 
year, which I mention with the greater plea- 
sure, because it has grown very much out of 
the interesting inquiries to which this society 
has given rise, and because it relates to a 
county with which I am more especially 
concerned. In Cheshire, the observance of 
the Lord’s-day has been greatly interfered with 
by the custom of making cheese on that day. 
A society has been established in that county 
for the purpose of maintaining the sanctity of 
the sabbath ; and amongst other plans for the 
purpose of securing that object, some bene- 


volent landlords and others proposed a prize’ 


for the best cheese made of two days’ milk, 
that is, of the Sunday’s and Monday’s milk 
together. A certain farmer obtained the 
prize, and the cheese was declared to be not 
only the best cheese made from the two days’ 
milk, but the best cheese of all that was 
made, and if the maker had claimed the 
prize for the very best cheese produced, he 
must have received it. Moreover, cheese 
made from two days’ milk has fetched 3s. 
per cwt. more in the market than that made 
by those who worked on the sabbath, and 
made it from the milk of that day, which 
they supposed must be thrown away if kept 
until the Monday. So it is in other things. 
In the natural world the further we inquire, 
and the more we investigate into the con- 
trivances of nature, the more we see of the 


wisdom of those contrivances. And so it 
will be found in relation to the spiritual 
world, the further we look, and the more we 
practise those rules which God has laid down 
for man, we shall find them to be good rules 
and expedient in every respect for the pro- 
motion of our welfare in this world and that 
which is to come.” 

In the report, referring to an act passed 
about two years ago, it was said, “ The intro- 
duction of a clause into a late act of parlia- 
ment for improving the Metropolitan Police, 
probibiting the opening of all public-houses 
within the police district extending to fifteen 
miles round London, from twelve o’clock on 
Saturday night until one o’clock on the 
Lord’s-day, and leaving them closed as here- 
tofore during the hours of divine service in 
the afternoon, has proved most beneficial. 
In each preceding year, previous to the 
passing of this act, about 28,000 persons 
were given in charge for drunkenness ; since 
the passing of it, although the powers of the 
Metropolitan Police haye been extended to 
fifteen miles round London, only 16,000 
have been given in charge for this offence. 
Still the prohibition, not extending, as it 
should have done, to the closing of the houses 
for the whole day, vast numbers of persons 
frequented them in the evening, until the 
attention of the Middlesex magistrates was 
called to the subject by a memorial presented 
to them, on the licensing day in October of 
last year, by the committee of the London 
City Mission.” 'The memorialists say, “ That 
they sent on Sunday evening, August 1, ten 
of their missionaries to visit five of these 
taverns, and at the Royal Eastern Vauxhall, 
or New Globe Tavern, they found about 
3,000 persons, and a large proportion of them 
under twenty-one years of age. At Copen- 
hagen House they found about 700 persons. 
At the White Conduit House about 1200 
persons were present. At the Royal Stand- 
ard Tavern about 1000. At the Eagle Ta- 
vern, in the City-road, there were present 
during the evening nearly 5000 persons. No 
less than thirty-seven waiters were busily em- 
ployed during the whole evening in serving 
spirits and water, and other liquors, cigars, 
and refreshment to the company.” The 
magistrates very properly determined to stop 
the evil, and upon renewing the licenses, had 
endorsed upon each, “That upon granting 
the license the court expressed a strong 
opinion on the impropriety of keeping open 
on Sunday the saloons and other parts of the 
premises used for public amusements, and 
the receiver of the license undertook that, if 
the license should be renewed, these prac- 
tices should be discontinued, and the house 
opened on a Sunday as a common tavern 
only.” The consequence had been, that the 
whole of those places which had been such 
nuisances in the metropolis, were now closed, 
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except as common public-houses. The re- 
port then alluded to the evidence taken be- 
fore the recent committee of the House of 
Lords, on Sunday navigation on canals and 
navigable rivers, which evidence confirmed 
all the statements put forth by this society, 
as to the demoralizing effects of the practice. 
Some of the large iron-masters were ex- 
amined, and they stated that since Sunday 
labour had ceased the men did more work 
and made more iron than when they worked 
seven days in the week, alleging it as their 
firm belief, that the rest on the seventh day 
tended to increase the physical powers of the 
men. The report concluded with some cen- 
sures on railway travelling, the opening of the 
Zoological gardens in the Regent’s-park, the 
conveyance and delivery of letters, and the 
printing and publishing of newspapers on 
Sundays. During the year ending 3lst of 
December, 1841, the sum of 613/. 4s. 02d. 
(including a loan of 1007. by the Treasurer) 
had been received. The payments have 
amounted to 5897. 12s. 54d., leaving a balance 
in the Treasurer’s hands of 23/, 11s. 7d. 
The debts owing by the society on the 31st 
of December last amounted to 426/.; since 
which time 168/. 11s. of these debts had been 
paid. The labours of the society were much 
curtailed in consequence of the smallness of 
its income. 


COLONIAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting of the (Independent) 
Colonial Missionary Society was held in the 
Weigh-house Chapel, May 13th, J. R. Mills, 
Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary, the Rev. A. Wells, read the 
report, which stated that in Upper Canada, 
the Rev. John Roaf had continued his minis- 
try at Toronto, in the past year, with undi- 
minished vigour and success, and with the full 
approbation of all his brethren. Several 
other ministers were also referred to in the 
same manner. The pastors and churches of 
Canada had formed themselves into a Mis- 
sionary Society, for the special purpose of 
promoting the religious welfare of the native 
Indians, the Roman Catholics, and the fugi- 
tive negroes from the slave states of America. 
There are nine students in the Academical 
Institution. The result of the operations in 
Upper Canada was stated to be as follows:— 
Fifteen ministers labouring in Upper Canada, 
in connection with the Congregational Union; 
nine students in the course of education ; 
seventeen chapels reared, and three in the 
course of erection; schools, itinerant labours, 
Bible and tract distribution, proceeding vi- 
gorously; whilst temperance is advocated, 
and moral influence is growing, where, eight 
years ago, scarcely a vestige of congrega- 
tionalism was to be found. In LowerCanada, 
the cause had not been stationary, ‘There 
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were, on the average, 3000 hearers. The 
places of worship were twelve in number, all 
of which had been built within the last eight 
years; affording accommodation for 4000 
persons. In the Australian colonies, the 
Rev. Mr. Stowe continued to labour at Ade- 
laide, and the Rev. Dr. Ross at Sydney, with 
great success, The Rey. Alexander Morrison 
was pursuing his itinerant labours in Van 
Diemen’s Land. The labours of the other 
missionaries were also crowned with success. 
The report concluded by stating that, in or- 
der to enable the society to conduct its ope- 
rations successfully during the next year, it 
was necessary that 30002. at least, should be 
subscribed, and by calling upon its friends 
to exert themselves,-in order to raise that 
amount. 

The Treasurer then read the cash account, 
from which it appeared, that the receipts for 
the past year had been 2200/., and the ex- 
penditure, 2,573/. 


SURREY MISSION. 


The 45th Anniversary of this Society was 
held on Wednesday, the 20th April, at Union 
Chapel, (Rev. J. Hunt’s) Brixton Hill. The 
Rey. Dr. Vaughan preached in the morning. 
The Rey. J. M. Soule, of Battersea, and the 
Rey. J. Edwards, of Kingston, conducted the 
devotional services. 

The public meeting was held in the evening, 
W. B. Gurney, Esq.,in the Chair. The Rev. 
J. Johnson, of Farnham, prayed, and ad- 
dresses were delivered by the Rev. T. Jackson, 
J. Mirams, J. Hill, Dr. Matheson, R. Ashton, 
S.A. Dubourg, J. Hunt, and W. Jackson. 
The congregations were respectable, and the 
most delightful harmony and Christian feeling, 
characterized the proceedings of the day. 

The Report, which was read by the Rev. 
J. E. Richards, announced that another mis- 
sionary had been employed during the year, 
(making five)—that the funds had increased ; 
and that all the stations were in a prosperous 
condition. At the same time, it was stated as 
matter of regret, that there are more than 30 
villages in the county, ascertained to be des- 
titute of an evangelical ministry, but the com- 
mittee feel they would not be justified in 
extending the operations of the society with 
its present limited resources, 


MISCELLANEA. 
THE FIRE AT HAMBURGH. 


The following letter from Mr. Oncken to 
our friend, Mr. Rothery, will be perused with 
joy and gratitude. 

Dear Brotuer Roruery,—Your very 
kind letter, dated the 11th instant, came duly 
to hand, and the contents, so full of Christian 
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sympathy and brotherly affection, were a 
source of unspeakable joy to me and my dear 
wife, How poor are the consolations of the 
world, compared with those which the Chris- 
tian brother can offer to his kindred in Jesus ! 
You point us toa home, and a “ house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.’’ 
How blessed the prospect of having a place 
appointed us there! A few more fleeting 
moments, and we shall be with Jesus, and be 
for ever like him. The Lord fix our eye and 
heart on that home more steadily ; that, be- 
holding its glories, we may let go every hold 
of the perishing things of time. 

I hardly know how to adore the Lord for 
the great and signal deliverance which I, my 
family, and my dear people have experienced, 
amidst the fearful judgment with which he 
has visited this sinful city. With the excep- 
tion of one dear sister, who lost the greater 
part of her little property, no one has been 
injured, or lost any thing. Three of our mem- 
bers had most providentiaily removed, a few 
days before the fire broke out, from that part 
of the town where the fire raged with great 
fury. Several other members had to leave 
their dwellings, but the fire did not reach 
them ; so that after having been only for one 
night under the open heaven, they could 
return to their houses. The Lord has been 
our hiding-place. Oh! his goodness to us is 
very, very great ; and I hope it will make us 
more humble, holy, and deyoted. During 
the whole of the conflagration, and when fears 
were entertained that the city would be en- 
tirely destroyed, I was wonderfully supported; 
my mind was stayed on the Rock of Ages, and 
I felt how rich and blessed the child of God 
is, even amidst the wreck of nature. 

It will not be necessary for me to add any 
thing to the newspaper accounts of the con- 
flagration, which has laid waste the best part 
of the town, destroyed many lives, and pro- 
duced a temporary stagnation in every branch 
of business. ‘The confusion and terror which 
prevailed in the town on the 6th and 7th of 
May are beyond all description, and depicted 
somewhat the horrors of the last general con- 
flagration of the world, when men’s hearts will 
fail for fear of the things which are to come. 
Those parts of the town which were in dan- 
ger, were not only forsaken of its inhabitants, 
but even those most remote from the fire. 
Our narrow streets could only be passed with 
great difficulty and danger. Carts, waggons, 
carriages, wheelbarrows, &c., were all loaded 
with furniture and merchandize ; and by far 
the greater part of the inhabitants who could 
not afford to hire a cart, were overladen, ready 
to sink beneath their little earthly all. The 
sick were seen in sacks, with their heads 
sticking out at the end, carried along: others 
were put on wheelbarrows and removed from 
their abodes. What most affected me was, 
the drunkenness and hard-heartedness, which 
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prevailed even when God spake loudest amidst 
the fire, and when eyery human effort was 
baffled. Many blasphemed the God of 
heaven ; and I was strongly reminded of the 
conduct of the wicked, as depicted in the 
Revelations, when exposed to the plagues of 
heaven. Alas! no punishment, however 
severe, will soften the hard and impenitent 
heart of man; nothing but the direct influence 
of the Holy Spirit can do this. To him, 
dear brother, we owe every good and gracious 
feeling and disposition. Oh! how great the 
work which that blessed Spirit has wrought 
on our hearts! Ah, that we can eyer forget 
it ! 

I have been much engaged since this awful ~ 
visitation of God has come upon this city, 
having received about forty-five of the suffer- 
ers into the warehouse which I had rented as 
our future place of worship. Part of the 
church assembled with them last Lord’s-day, 
when brother K6bner preached. I had three 
services,—two in German, and one in English. 
The Episcopalian and Independent places of 
worship are both filled with the destitute, I 
am glad to say that they are amply provided 
with food and clothing. 

The Lord is still with us, and blesses the 
efforts to advance his cause. I baptized 
lately nine persons, and as many more, give 
evidence that a good work has been begun in 
them. We have much cause for gratitude, 
and it is a signal blessing that, in the midst 
of a wicked and profligate people, our lives 
are not only preserved, but we are permitted 
to make such efforts to win sinners, as haye 
hitherto been crowned with much success. 

Our dear brethren Monsters are still in 
prison, and dear sister Monster (Adolphe’s 
wife) has entered her rest. God is comfort- 
ing and sustaining his dear children, so that 
they possess their souls in patience, The 
work of God is in the mean time progressing 
in Denmark ; and the church at Copenhagen 
has constantly to rejoice in the accession of 
new members ;—the church has upwards of 
a hundred members. We have now a dear 
brother from Copenhagen with us, Enoch 
Swee, a Norwegian, who returns to his native 
country, with the intention of raising there 
the standard of the cross. The church will 
commend him to God, and the word of his 
grace, to-morrow evening. 

Dear brother Lehmann, of Berlin, has been 
much encouraged lately. About three weeks 
ago, he baptized fourteen persons at once. 
Since then, as was to be expected, he has 
been called to endure some trials. On the 
day when the fire broke out here, he and 
his flock were called to another fiery trial. 
Eighteen men, with clubs, broke into their 
meeting, drove the people away, knocked 
brother Lehmann to the ground, and broke 
the pulpit. I am waiting now for further 
information about this. My catechumens 
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begin to assemble. I must close. My dear 
wife and children join in affectionate regards 
to you and your dear family. My love to all 
the brethren. 
Your affectionate Brother, 
J. G. ONCKEN. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MISS M. ROBERTS. 


Died, on the morning of Tuesday, March 
29th., Miss Margaret Roberts, of Rhyd y 
Ville, aged 42. She was, for many years, a 
member of the baptist church, assembling in 
Mwrag Street, Ruthin; and her consistent 
and holy conduct became the gospel of Christ. 
Her loss has been severely felt, not only by 
_ her own dear relatives, but by all who had the 
happiness of her acquaintance. Zeal for the 
glory of God, and the good of immortal souls, 
were lively traits in her character. Her death 
was improved by one of her ministers, the 
Rey. D. Davies, to a crowded and serious 
audience, on Lord’s day, April 17th, from 
Revelations vi. 11. 


MR. ANTHONY SMITH. 


On the Ist of April last, Mr. Anthony 
Smith, of Crayford, Kent, after a short illness 
of four days departed this life, in the 70th 
year of his age. He was a deacon of the 
baptist church in that place, which office he 
had sustained with great devotedness ever since 
the formation of the church in 1810. His 
sincere attachment to the cause never suffered 
him, even in the most trying events of its his- 
tory, to give up his aim at carrying forward 
its best interests, either by pecuniary aid or 
other Christian endeavours to further its 
welfare. 

Through mercy he was enabled to leave a 
testimony of his firm trust and confidence in 
that Saviour even in his latest moments, whom 
he had for upwards of 50 years been led by 
divine grace to see as the only ground of a 
sinner’s hope. His loss will, no doubt, be felt 
by a large portion of Christian friends, as well 
as his family circle, and the church to which 
he had been united so many years. 


MR. JOSEPH BUSSELL. 


On Friday, April 15th, died at Ross, Mr. 
Joseph Bussell, aged 62, a deacon of the 
baptist church in that town. He had been 
for nearly forty years a professor of the 
Christian name in that town and its vicinity, 
and was one of the principal founders of its 
present baptist interest. 

His Christian course was marked by con- 
sistency, activity, and usefi:iness. 
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MRS. ROBINSON. 


Died, at Long Buckby; April 29, 1842, 
Mrs. Robinson, who had been for many years 
an eminently meek and consistent member of 
the baptist denomination. She was born in 
the same village Dec. 21, 1775, and was edu- 
cated among the pedobaptists. A sermon 
preached by her minister, together with a 
book which he lent her on the subject, fuliy 
convinced her that pzdobaptism had no 
scriptural warrant. She soon after joined a 
baptist church at Guilsborough, five miles 
from her residence ; and was accustomed for 


years to go, and generally to walk thither, on 
the first Lord’s day in the month. This par- 
tial separation, however, from her former as- 
sociates, did not diminish the affection she 
entertained for Christians of every name. Her 
spirit and principles were most tolerant and 
catholic. 

On her marriage, which took place in De- 
cember, 1802, she removed to Dunstable, and 
for nearly thirty years pursued there her 
noiseless and diligent career, performing with 
unwearied assiduity and kindness her domes- 
tic duties, and ever taking a keen and active 
interest in the spread of religion both at 
home and abroad. For many years, and 
until Mr. and Mrs. Robinson retired to their 
native village, her husband sustained the 
office of deacon, and this gave her an imme- 
diate influence in almost all the affairs of the 
church ; and it may be safely averred, that 
during the whole of her connexion with it 
her conduct was almost singularly blameless 
and pacific. She shrunk from no duty, but 
never obtruded herself. She would sacrifice 
every thing to purity, and every thing but 
purity to peace. “She was a prudent wo- 
man, and feared God above many.” 


_ MR. W. TURNER. 


Died, suddenly, on Saturday evening, May 
21, at an advanced age, while engaged in 
prayer with the family, Mr. William Turner, 
for many years a zealous and active deacon of 
the church assembling at Romney Street, 


Westminster. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
DR. CARSON’S WORK ON BAPTISM. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My pear Sir,—I doubt not many of 
your readers will recollect, that in the Fe- 
bruary number of your Magazine reference 
was made in the Postscript to a letter from 
the Rev. Micah Thomas of Abergavenny, re- 
specting the republication of Dr, Carson’s 
work on “ Baptism in its mode and subjects 
considered,” Several friends connected with 
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the baptist body had previously suggested 
the same plan, but from various causes it was 
unfortunately permitted to repose. : 

Having been favoured by Dr. Carson with 
several letters on different subjects connected 
with biblical truth, I availed myself of the 
opportunity afforded by the correspondence 
to remind him of the demand for a new edi- 
tion of his work, the want also that existed, 
and the indispensableness of a standard book 
on that important topic of faith and practice. 

I have now the pleasure to inform your 
readers and the body in general, that in con- 
sequence of the urgent requests of numerous 
influential ministers and friends, Dr. Carson 
has acceded to the extensively expressed de- 
sire, and consented to publish a new and 
enlarged work on baptism (embodying, of 
course, the substance of that issued in 1831), 
provided a sufficient number of subscribers 
can be obtained to defray every expense. A 
prospectus will shortly be printed, explana- 
tory of the terms of publication, which I shall 
be most happy to forward to the different 
ministers and friends identified with the inte- 
rests of the baptist denomination, and whose 
addresses are consequently known. At the 
same time it will afford me great pleasure to 
receive the names of any individuals anxious 
to see the prospectus, or to become sub- 
scribers to the proposed publication. 


I am, my dear Sir, 
Yours most truly, 
Spencer Murcn. 
Stepney College, May 13, 1842. 


P.S—Any further information I shall be 
happy to communicate; but as I am anxious 
to occupy as little of your space as possible, 
my letter is necessarily brief. 


A NEW WORK BY DR. CARSON. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—No one can have observed the 
course which the controversy on baptism has 
lately taken, without seeing that it has strongly 
tended in the direction towards tradition and 
the writings of “the Fathers,” as they are 
generally, but I think improperly, called. 
Advocates of the truth against the errors of 
Romanism reject this testimony as of any au- 
thority, most especially if it he opposed to the 
plain meaning of the word of God; yet how 
often do we see these same persons, on the 
question of baptism, bringing forward that 
very testimony to determine the meaning of 
ried respecting this long disputed ques- 

ion. 

Our friend, Dr. Carson, perhaps one of the 
first scholars, -and certainly one of the master 
critics of the present age, than whom no one 
better understands the philosophy of language, 
without which a scholar is a mere man of 
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grammars and lexicons, with little power of 
successfully applying his knowledge, appears 
to have settled the question, as far as the 
meaning of the term which designates the rite 
of baptism is concerned. His masterly work 
may be appealed to as an authority. To this 
hour no one has ventured on a reply ; some 
haye fired off'a few squibs, but no one has yet 
entered into a fair conflict with him. He has 
crushed those who haye rashly rushed into 
the arena, without any effort. His temper 
has been solely tried by having to refute puer- 
ile objections, bad arguments, and false criti- 
cisms, over and over again. He may well be 
impatient at the constant annoyance of those 
who bark, but cannot bite; while no antago- 
nist presents himself competent to meet him, 
and put his powers fairly to the test. How 
can we account for this remarkable fact ? Are 
they waiting till the Doctor is no more, or is 
it because they feel that he has settled that 
part of the controversy which depends on the 
meaning of the term ? 

As we now hear so much about the testi- 
mony of “the Fathers,’ would it not be 
most desirable that we should have it fully 
laid before us, as far as it bears on the ques- 
tion of baptism ? If we have among us one 
who is competent to the task, ought he not at 
once to be entrusted with it, and should not 
the necessary documents be placed in his 
hands ? 

Permit me to suggest the plan which has 
suggested itself. Let the best copies of the 
writings of all the Fathers be procured, and 
transmitted to Dr. Carson. Let him be paid 
in a liberal manner, worthy his high reputa- 
tion, for editing the work in question; when it 
is done, it can be published at a price sufficient 
to cover the expenses incurred and no more. 
It may then be within the reach of those who 
cannot afford to pay for an expensive work. 
The Baptist Union might most efficiently 
undertake it; and had circumstances permit- 
ted me to have been present at the annual 
meetings this year, I intended to have laid this 
proposal before the brethren. Or if it cannot 
be done in this way, four or five rich brethren 
could unite in furnishing the necessary capital, 
trusting to the sale for reimbursement. 

I throw out this suggestion in the hope it 
may excite the consideration it deserves. It 
is unreasonable to expect Dr. Carson to do it 
on his own responsibility. It is a denomi- 
national work, ‘Though he is now in good 
health and his natural force is not abated, yet 
he is advancing to that age when he will re- 
quire repose, rather than undertake a work of 
so much labour. It will be too late to regret 
its not being done, when death has removed 
him to a better world. 


I an, dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 


Frep. TRESTRAIL. 
Cork, April 30, 1842. 


[JUNE, 1842. 


E 


TH 


‘VOIVINNVE ‘AVE ODTLNOW ‘THdVHO ISlLava 


ees OS — 
‘ ipl —- Ge AS 
es A = ——— ae fle| it \eN= = = 
i y —— = = il & A = 
A oo 


z 
il 
E 
= 
H 


BE 


= if 
S 
g 


a athe i, 
El j 

vi 
ll Hl ! t 


in 
ma 


] 
i 
I 


il 


1 
uI 


ft 
| 
1 


Me 
< mil 


Hull 


ee 


No. XXXVIL] 


MISSIONARY HERALD. 


VOL. 


318 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


PUBLIC MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY IN LONDON. 


MEETING OF JUVENILE ASSOCIATIONS. 


On Monday morning, April 25th, in Finsbury Chapel, a meeting of the young 
people connected with the Juvenile Missionary Associations in the metropolis 
and the children of Sunday-schools, was held, in order to awaken and cherish in 


their minds an interest in Christian missions. 


Between two and three thousand 


young persons were present, the children from the respective schools being under 


the charge of their teachers. 


Tuomas Tuompson, Esq., of Poundsford 
Park, took the chair at eleven o’clock. 


After a suitable hymn had been sung, and 
the Rev. Dr. Campseti of the Tabernacle 
had implored the divine blessing, 


The Cuarrman opened the meeting by ex- 
pressing the delight he felt in seeing so many 
present who were interested in the work of 
Christian missions. He referred briefly to the 
commencement of missions to the heathen, by 
the great and good Dr. Carey, in 1792, and to 
his coadjutors and successors of the baptist 
and other denominations; and declared, with 
great emphasis, his belief that the agency of 
children and young people ought to be more 
fully enlisted in the work. The excellent 
chairman concluded by expressing with great 
feeling his hope that a missionary spirit might 
so imbue the minds of the rising race that their 
instrumentality might prove to be of the high- 
est value in the advancement of the Re- 
deemer’s cause on the earth. 


The Rev. Dr. Camrzrtrz, in a few brief 
observations, commended the cause of missions 
to the attention of those present, and referred 
to the memoir of Samuel Pearce of Birming- 
ham, written by the late Andrew Fuller, which 
he characterized as an exquisite piece of 
biography ; and expressed his fervent desire 
that from his young auditory might rise up 
many a pious and devoted servant of God, 
who should take Pearce as his model, and ex- 
hibit an equally amiable and lovely spirit, 
become equally devoted to the cause of 
Christian missions, and equally exemplify 
the power and value of real religion. 


The Rey. Dr. Cox considered the chairman 
a happy man in being so employed, and so 
surrounded ; and paid a well-merited tribute 
to the interest he had taken in enlisting the 
sympathies and exertions of children in the 
work, The Dr. concluded his address hy a 
solemn appeal on the subject of personal re- 
ligion and early consecration to God. 


| 


The Rey. Eusracr Caney exhibited some 
of the idols worshipped by the population of 
India, and gave interesting but painful details 
illustrative of the evils connected with idol 
worship. ; 

After the Rev. Josrrpu Burton, late mis- 
sionary in the Bahamas, had given out a 
hymn, 

The Rev. W. Kriss, from Jamaica, with 
much emotion, said he was once a Sunday 
scholar, and he could never forget or too 
highly appreciate the valuable instructions he 
had received in a Sunday school, nor the feel- 
ings with which he received his first bible 
from the hands of his highly valued teacher. 
It was his decided conviction that so im- 
portant was the influence of Sunday school 
Instructions upon the character of missionaries, 
that those were by far the best qualified for 
the missionary work who had been Sunday 
scholars ; and indeed he would go so far as to 
say that none were thoroughly fitted for 
missionary work until they had been Sunday 
school teachers. The condition of negro 
children in Jamaica while in slavery was 
a topic to which he next adverted, and de- 
clared his belief that before those whom he 
addressed attained years of maturity, slavery 
would be abolished throughout the world. A 
brief account of his visit to the great slave 
mart, the city of Havannah, on his passage 
home, and of the idolatrous worship of images 
on a festival that occurred during his stay at 
that place, closed his address. 

The Rey. Mr. Fraser, of Bolton, feelingly 
alluded to the interest that might be taken in 
a better world, and by higher and purer in- 
telligences, in the engagements of the day ; 
and, by one or two striking anecdotes and 
simple but impressive remarks, commended to 
his hearers the interests of religion and the 
cause of Christ. 

A collection was made, which, with a do- 
nation from the chairman, amounted to the 
sum of 18/, 9s. 


FOR JUNE, 1842. 
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ANNUAL SERMONS, 


The use of the chapel in the Poultry belonging to the church under the pastoral 
care of the Rey. John Clayton having been kindly granted for the purpose, public 
worship commenced there at eleven o'clock of the morning of Wednesday, 


April 27th. 


A hymn having been sung, 


the Rev. 8. Nicholson of Plymouth read 


1 Cor. i, and prayed ; after which the Rev. W. Robinson of Kettering delivered 
a lucid and impressive discourse from Matthew xvi. 3; “Can ye not discern the 


signs of the times? ” 


After throwing out various cautions against 
the improper use of tokens, Mr, Robinson 
proceeded to say that we were not only per- 
mitted, but bound to be observant of them, 
and then proposed to exhibit some of the signs 
of the present times in their immediate bear- 
ing on Christian missions. With this design he 

I. Glanced at what had been accomplished 
since the origin of the mission, and placed 
the success of modern missions on a parallel 
with the success of apostolic times, and then 

II. Inquired whether the missionary move- 
ment of the last half century was likely to be 
perpetuated or even increased. Under this 
second and main division of the subject three 
particulars were introduced. 

1, The state of the church in the present 
day was scrutinized. It was observed that 
this was a momentous inquiry, because if the 
church were true to her duty, all must be 
well. The failure of the Jews who came out 
of Egypt, and who instead of realizing the 
signs of their day perished in the desert, was 
alluded to; as also was the failure of the pri- 
mitive church. And it was asked what right 
we have to suppose that the effects of modern 
missions will be more enduring than the effects 
of apostolic missions. The preacher then pro- 
ceeded to show that the warnings supplied by 
history might (as in the case of the Jews after 
the captivity) help to preserve the church in 
future ; that the possession of the whole bible 
by almost every member of the church now, 
gave us a security never before enjoyed, and 
that the activity of the church, which is her 
life, is likely to continue and grow. 

2. It was inquired whether there are not 
causes operating without the pale of the church 
and concurrently with her exertions, which 
brighten the prospect afforded by the internal 
state of the church; and it was shown that 
such causes are found in the improving cha- 
racter of the influence exerted by government 
in respect to missions, and in the ecclesias- 
tical signs of the times. 

3. Allusion was made to prophecy. Here 
the preacher referred to the common expecta- 
tion entertained, about the time of our Sa- 


his people, and to the existence of a similar 
expectation among believers now. Declining 
to determine the exact value of the numerals 
of prophecy, he seized (as sufficient for his 
purpose) the opinion embraced by many ex- 
cellent commentators, that the time was at 
hand. 

The conclusion of the whole matter was, 
that after every deduction (and many reasons 
for regret and apprehension were pointed out) 
our prospects are very bright: and the use 
made of this conclusion was as follows :— 

Daniel, more than 2000 years ago, ascer- 
tained that the signs of his time were bright. 
And what did he do? “ He set his face to 
seek the Lord by prayer and supplication, 
with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.” 

“Tf,” to adopt the preacher’s own words, “ on 
the ground that we have reached the year of 
jubilee, and that brighter times are before us, 
we give way to elation of mind, and stupidly 
forget our past indolence and present impo- 
tence, we are undone. Something, indeed, 
has been accomplished. We have not been 
quite inert, and God has graciously crowned 
our endeavours with a most unmerited and 
glorious reward. But what a minimum of 
effort has ours been after all! How deplorably 
sullied by selfishness and unbelief! How 
little has the love of Christ moved these rocky 
hearts! We look back on what we have 
done in obedience to him who for our sakes 
became poor, and for us was crucified, and 
who of us Christians does not feel that deeper 
self-abasement than that of Daniel belongs to 
us? This year of jubilee will bring with it 
a curse to the baptist mission, and not a 
blessing, if it do not lead us to profounder 
humility, as well as augment our thankfulness 
and joy. But if, fathers and brethren, we 
should be led, and the churches generally 
throughout our denomination should be led, 
to imitate the example of the penitent and im- 
portunate Daniel, then, great as have been 
the blessings conferred, God will show us 
yet greater things than these.” 


The service was concluded with prayer by 


viour’s advent, that God was about to visit | the Rev. James Smith, of New Park Street. 
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In the evening of the same day, at Surrey Chapel, worship commenced at half- 
past six. The Rev. John Broad of Hitchin read Isaiah xlix., and prayed, and 
the Rev. H. Dowson of Bradford addressed a large and attentive audience from 
Colossians i. 18. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the 
beginning, the first-born from the dead ; that in all things he might have the pre- 


eminence.” 


After an explanation of the interesting terms 
employed by the apostle, the preacher /pro- 
ceeded to illustrate the view given of the 
pre-eminence of Christ as an object of interest 
and faith to the church. Here his dignity was 
pre-eminent, and his authority was pre-emi- 
nent. The first view was illustrated from the 
divinity of his person; from his character as 
the messenger sent from God to communicate 
his will and counsels, both in the matter of his 
instructions, and the miracles by which they 
were confirmed; from the peculiarity of his 

osition in the work of salvation, not only 
fering but dying to accomplish it, and from 
the splendour of his triumphs as “the first- 
born from the dead.’ Under the second head, 
the Redeemer’s pre-eminence in authority was 
noticed ; his dominion over the unseen world, 
and especially over the powers of evil; his 
ecclesiastical authority as head of the church ; 
the control he exercises over the powers and 
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empires of the world ; and finally the influence 
he exerts over all those resources and instru- 
ments necessary to the increase of his govern- 
ment, and the triumphs of his cause. The 
last part of the discourse was occupied in en- 
forcing those practical lessons which the 
subject seemed to teach, including, amongst 
other considerations, a sense of the importance 
of a revival of religion at home, and in our 
own hearts; a stronger faith in the pre- 
dictions of the divine word, especially in the 
Saviour’s second advent; a persuasion of the 
danger of resisting his authority, and despising 
his word. And, lastly, an increase of holy 
activity in the general interests of his cause, 
and especially in that department of Christian 
labour our beloved missionary brethren oc- 


cupy. 


The Rey. W. Knibb then concluded the 
service with prayer. 


MEETING. 


On Thursday, April 28th, the Annual Meeting of the Society was held in Exeter 


Hall. 


At 10 o’clock, Henry Ketsatt, Esq., of Rochdale, took the chair, the 


spacious room having been for some time previously thoroughly filled. A hymn 
was given out by the Rey. B. Evans, of Scarborough, after the singing of which, 
prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Carson, of Tubbermore, Ireland. 


The Cuarrman then rose and said :—This 
is the yearly meeting of the ose ih Mission- 
ary Society. Most of the benevolent societies, 
with which our nation abounds, have their 
anniversaries ; and we are gratified by wit- 
nessing them. But, if these—many of which 
are of minor importance—find it both ne- 
cessary and useful to hold their annual assem- 
blies, surely this institution, the object of 
which is to promote Christian missions, is not 
only justified, but imperatively called upon to 
convene, once a year, in order that it may 
survey its operations, and that the officers 
may give an account both of the funds con- 
fided to their trust, and the labours in which 
they have been engaged. The object of 
Christian missions is nothing less than the 
advancement of the happiness of the whole 
human race, by the evangelization of the 
world. The author and founder of Christian 
missions is Jesus Christ. He came down from 
heayen to earth to extend his kingdom, and to 


spread abroad the knowledge of his name. He 
has left us a command, that we should “ go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” He has instructed us to 
pray, “‘Vhy kingdom come,” and has told us 
that our ‘ field is the world.” We wish suc- 
cess to every denomination embarked in 
Christian missions; to the Church Mission- 
ary, the London Missionary, the Methodist, 
and the Moravian Missionary Societies ; and 
to all their missionaries. The success which 
has attended them is sufficient to encourage 
us all to go on. The promise that has been 
given to us, that “the knowledge of the Lord 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea,” is, in itself, an abundant encourage- 
ment; and it has already been partially 
realized by the success which has attended 
your missionaries, both in the East and West 
Indies, and in other parts of the globe. Having 
found the promise verified hitherto, we may 
rest assured of its entire accomplishment. 
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But there is another aspect in which we are 
called to regard this meeting. It is now fifty 
years since the Baptist mission was first formed 
at Kettering, by William, afterwards Dr. 
Carey, whose praise is in all our churches. 
The town where it originated is rendered 
dear to us by other considerations. I see on 
my right hand a missionary who had his birth- 
place there. We must, in addition to the pro- 
ceedings of the last year, survey those of the 
preceding fifty. The year 1792 was not only 
the period when the Baptist mission com- 
menced, but when many present were born. 
There are others present, still more advanced 
in life, who have performed active service in 
the cause of missions; there are also those 
present who are very young, but scarcely any 
can hope to see another jubilee. All, there- 
fore, whether middle-aged, old, or young, are 
called upon to embrace this opportunity, and 
now, by every means in their power to 
**Sound the trumpet of jubilee.” 

Let it be sounded, by praying for the ex- 
tension of the kingdom of Christ; by using 
greater and more strenuous exertions during 
the ensuing year, that so we may discharge 
the obligations resting upon us, and be able 
to give in our account with joy, and not with 
grief. 

The Rev. J. Ancus then read the report. 

It commenced by stating, that, among the 
painful occurrences of the past year, the com- 
mittee had to deplore the decease of the senior 
secretary of the society. Their hopes had 
been disappointed by the unavoidable return 
of several devoted missionaries, and three 
labourers had fallen in the morning of life ; 
but, while they had to regret the return or 
death of twelve individuals, they had to report 
that, during the year, seventeen, including 
their wives, had gone forth to the work of the 
Lord. The report then reviewed the society’s 
operations in the East Indies, and stated that 
the conversions consequent upon its labours 
were, in most parts of India, not very nu- 
merous. The difficulties of the missionaries 
in Calcutta had been greatly increased by 
some of the agents of the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, who 
had not hesitated to stigmatize all ministers 
not (in their sense) episcopally ordained, as 
intruders, and their ministrations as unlawful 
and invalid. Including Ceylon, however, 358 
members had been received, making a clear 
increase during the year of 192 members, the 
total number being 1,288. It then referred to 
the mission recently established in Africa, 
where the encouragements of the society were 
represented as very great. With reference to 
the West Indies, it stated that, at the last As- 
sociation of the Baptist churches held at 
Kingston, in January last, the brethren una- 
nimously resolyed to withdraw from the funds 
of the Parent Society after the 1st of August, 
1842, The total number of members in Ja- 
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been added during the year. There were 
67 day-schools, with 7,000 children, and in 
the Sunday-schools about 12,000 more. In 
the Bahama Islands the population were ge- 
nerally Baptists in name, and were most 
willing to receive the gospel at the hands of 
their brethren. 

The total receipts of the year, for the general 
purposes of the mission, amounted to 18,2211. 
10s. 6d., being an increase above the preceding 
year of i24/. 10s. 10d.; there had also been 
received, for various objects, 4505l. 11s. 8d., 
including 500/. from the Calcutta printing 
press, making a total of 22,7271. 2s. 2d. On 
the other hand, the expenditure of the society 
had been 24,712/.; the excess, added to the 
balance against the society, at the beginning 
of the year, left due to the treasurer 3,9431. 
10s. 3d. The total number of persons added 
to the church during the past year, as shown 
by the tables of each district, was 5,654 ; the 
total number of members in all the churches 
being 32,899. There were also 15,510 in- 
quirers 167 stations, 77 missionaries, 47 female 
missionaries, and 70 native preachers. The 
number of day-schools was 148, schoolmasters 
170, children taught in day-schools 10,298, 
and of those taught in the Sabbath-schools 
about 15,000 ; the number of volumes of the 
scriptures printed was 85,000. 

W. B. Gurney, Esq. then presented his 
account as treasurer, a summary of which we 
have given above. 

The Rev. W. B. Bowes rose and said: The 
resolution with which I have been entrusted, 
and which I rise, with no small degree of 
diffidence, to submit to your consideration, is 
the following :— 


“That the report now read be received and 
printed; and that the hearty thanksgivings of this 
meeting are due to the God of all grace, who has 
preserved it for 50 years, and crowned its labours 
with such encouraging success.” 


At a meeting like the present, it is all but 
impossible to prevent the mind recurring to 
the past, or to restrain our thoughts from pro- 
ceeding to the future, even whilst our atten- 
tion and sympathies are more especially 
engaged with the present. Since the intro- 
duction of the business of this day, various 
reflections have been awakened in my own 
bosom, and I doubt not they have been sym- 
pathized with by the great majority of those 
who are now before me. I have looked hastily 
upon the interesting character of the com- 
mencement of this society. Those who have 
taken only a cursory glance at its history, 
must be more or Jess acquainted with the 
prominent circumstances which have marked 
its onward course. It must be exceedingly 
gratifying to its early patrons, to those who are 
with us this morning, and to others who are 
not permitted, by reason of infirmities and 
years, to participate with us the pleasures of 
this our hallowed festival, who watched over 


maica was about 30,000, of whom 3,000 had | this society in its infancy, who cradled it in 
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their sympathies, who fostered it with their 
prayers, who extended to it cheerfully the band 
of their Christian benevolence before it could 
go alone, who remember how many months 
elapsed ere it was deemed safe to place it upon 
its feet, and even then how feeble and un- 
certain were its early steps. They cannot 
have forgotten the joyous emotion of those who 
have been careful over it with all the tender- 
ness and solicitude of a mother’s care, when 
they saw that the child grew and became 
strong ; and, moreover, that it was a goodly 
child and well-favoured, so that, under the 
anointing of the God of Israel, it would prove 
a tree of life unto the nations. It must be 
highly gratifying to our revered fathers in 
Christ, who have for nearly or quite half a 
century carried its interests in their hearts ; 
who have wept with it in its sorrows, and 
rejoiced with it in its triumphs; those who 
have ministered of their substance to its ne- 
cessities, to know that the great Jehovah has 
not been unmindful of their work of faith and 
labour of love, but has established the work of 
their hands. Nor can it be less gratifying to 
those who have more recently, but, I trust, not 
less sincerely, not less ardently, enrolled them- 
selyes amongst its friends, to behold the 
conspicuous and promising position which it 
occupies in the two hemispheres of the world, 
the honourable distinction it holds in the 
wide and widening field of missionary enter- 
prise: and oh that I could command lan- 
guage sufficiently forcible and touching to de- 
scribe the glorious consummation with which 
its noblest energies, its untiring exertions are 
destined to be crowned: but here imagina- 
tion is crippled; speech falters; utterance 
fails: and one feels overpowered with the 
sublimity of the scene, as the priests of old 
at the dedication of the temple who could not 
stand to minister because of the cloud, for the 
glory of the Lord filled the house of God. 
So we cannot expatiate on such a theme be- 
cause the glory of the Lord completely sur- 
rounds it, Surely as yet 


We are but in creation’s vestibule, 
Acting the mere prelude to joy immortal, universal. 


Yet are we permitted and invited this morning 
to review the past with adoring astonishment ; 
to gaze on the present with gratitude and hu- 
mility, and to anticipate the future with a 
confidence which the word of truth inspires. 
If we refer to the days that were, it is that 
our spirit may gather a holy freshness for the 
work in which we are engaged ; from a dis- 
covery of the power and faithfulness and 
mercy of him, who was evidently with our 
fathers; and that a sense of our individual 
obligation to him may induce us honourably to 
maintain the vantage ground they have left us 
to occupy. The founders of this mission notonly 
had to brave the scowl of the world, to suffer 
the jeer of the infidel, but they had to ex- 
pound the principles and enforce the claims 
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of Christian missions on the professors of 
Christianity themselves ; they had to reason 
and to argue with men who, admitting the 
authority of revelation, seemed to have stopped 
short of its grand design; who, granting the 
ultimate triumphs of the cross, seemed to have 
forgotten the very means presented for its ad- 
vancement; and who, while they suspected 
and denounced as enthusiasts the men who 
expected success in simple obedience to the 
divine command, with astonishing inconsis- 
tency, sat down quietly to wait for indefinite 
signs and tokens; saying, the time had not yet 
come, if the Lord were to open the windows of 
heaven, then might such things be. I am no 
chronologist. I never have made, nor do I think 
I shall ever attempt to make any calculation of 
the times and seasons which the Father has put 
in his own power. Of this I am assured, upon 
the highest possible authority, that the secret 
things belong to the Lord our God, but such 
things as are revealed, to us and to our 
children. I suppose it is always time to obey 
a positive command ; it is always time, I think, 
for the church of Jesus Christ to labour for 
him who toiled and bled for her; it is now 
high time that we should all awake out of our 
sleep ; and that, with redoubled energy, and 
holy, burning zeal, we should prosecute that 
work which was commenced in simple but 
strong and omnipotent faith; that has risen 
superior to many of its difficulties, and which 
has, evidently, the impress of the broad seal 
of the divine favour on it. These are the 
men who have not left behind them the mere 
record of a name ; they are to be had in ever- 
lasting remembrance; we weave for them no 
funeral garment; we pile for them no monu- 
ment ; their witness is in heaven ; their record 
is on high. We have, however, to do with the 
present; and we must view it with adoring 
gratitude and devout humility. Gratitude be- 
comes us; and we should render it, un- 
reservedly, to the God of all grace for his 
kindness to this society ; for, for this mission, 
he has made his mountains a way, and the 
valleys have been exalted. Oh, how often 
have its friends witnessed the delightful ex- 
emplification of the riddle of Samson—-“ Out 
of the eater came forth meat; and out of the 
strong came forth sweetness.” The Baptist 
Missionary Society has unfurled the standard 
of the cross on the vast continent of India, 
to its devoted agents has been committed the 
high honour of unlocking the treasure of in- 
spiration to the perishing millions of that long 
neglected country. Through the instrumenta- 
lity of men of noble daring, of indomitable 
spirit, 800,000 of the sons of Africa in the 
west have been released from their bonds, 
altered their names from slaves to men, to 
them the word of life has been proclaimed, 
and not a few have realized the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made his people free ; some 
thousands have embraced the great truths of 
Christianity, and are planted together in the 
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faith and fellowship of the gospel. And now 
the Lord hath opened a great and effectual 
door for that gospel in the very centre of their 
father-land, inhabited by 150 millions of our 
brother men. Divine providence clearly leads 
the way in this matter, and present appearances 
loudly and promptly call us to the help of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 
It 1s true this society has had, and still has, 
its difficulties; but they have not crushed its 
spirits, though for a season they may have im- 
peded its progress. And I think, without 
misapplying sacred seripture, I might say to 
our brethren who have the management of 
its affairs, “ Trust in the Lord, and do good, 
and verily thou shalt be supplied.” But this 
society has not only its difficulties but its op- 
ponents, What good or noble cause, however, 
was ever carried on in our disordered world 
without meeting with enemies? We have had 
enemies arise from the midst of the multitudes 
of the world; but we are not surprised at 
this, because the Saviour told his disciples, 
“Tf they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you ; marvel not if the world hate 
you, for it hated me before it hated you.” But 
this society has been beset by opponents where 
we did not expect to see them. We have heard 
the defamings of many who have said, ‘“ Re- 
port, and we will report it.” Iam sure this 
meeting, and our whole denomination, must 
deeply sympathise with our devoted brethren 
in Jamaica, whose reputations have been un- 
kindly assailed, whose future usefulness has 
been shamefully threatened, by those who 
have no doubt often read, “Judge not, that ye 
be not judged; for with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured to you again.” 
“And why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother’s eye, and considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye?” J am at a loss to 
account for such conduct from those from 
whom we had a right to expect better things. 
I know there is in us a spirit that lusteth to 
envy ; but I should be very sorry to ascribe 
this to that spirit or feeling, which should 
have no place in a Christian bosom, and 
no sanction in the Christian church. I envy 
not the individual with whom these reports 
may have originated, or the medium selected 
for their circulation. There are some am- 
bitious to climb the pinnacle of popularity, 
who are not careful of the means by which 
their object is attained ; but Dr. Young tells 
us, 

“ Pigmies are pigmies still, though perched on alps, 

And pyramids are pyramids in vales.” 


But why should I say a word on behalf of our 
brethren in Jamaica ?—their own eloquent ad- 
vocate, their undaunted champion, their long- 
tried, trustworthy, and noble-hearted friend, 
our brother William Knibb, is here. But lam 
anxious to draw your attention to the present 


circumstances and condition of this society. f 
would say that its afflictions ought to arouse 
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our sympathies, and its difficulties ought to 
awaken our zeal; the honour, the glory of 
the Saviour, whose name, and work, and 
worth it proclaims, ought entirely to pos- 
sess every body, soul, and spirit in this 
assembly. I think it would be a fitting em- 
blem for this society, ‘The bush burning, but 
not consumed.” It might take for its motto, 
“Cast down, but not destroyed.” It carries 
imprinted on its banner, “The Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth.” Let us, therefore, besiege 
the throne of the heavenly grace with that holy 
importunity which the God of heaven sanctions 
and approves; and then we shall soon see the 
Spirit poured out from on high, the wilderness 
become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be 
counted for a forest. Especially am I desirous 
of more particularly enlisting the sympathies 
and energies of those in this assembly who 
have declared themselves on the Lord’s side 
possessing the freshness and elasticity of youth, 
the prime and vigour of manhood. Your 
fathers are passing away ; the sacred phalanx, 
that once stood so firm and united, is broken ; 
the ranks which once occupied the front of 
the battle, are thinned, and “the fragment of 
a clay” is all that remains to the veterans who 
yet keep the field. Their eyes are fixed on 
you; they cal] on you to fill up the vacant 
spaces, to take the colours of the cross from 
their trembling and dying hands, to stand fast 
amid the shock of battle, whilst the trumpet 
that blows the onset for you, sounds the signal 
of retreat for them. Failure in such a cause is 
absolutely impossible ; contingency never was 
written on the gospel system. We know that 
the progress and triumphs of Christian missions 
may be impeded by infidelity, and idolatry, 
and Romanism ; but more particularly by the 
schisms and supineness of the Christian church. 
But still success is engraven on the cause of 
Immanuel; and, if the Roman mariner hed his 
misgivings and fears lulled, and his daring skill 
called into action, by the language of Cesar 
to him, “ Fear not, you carry Cesar and his 
fortunes ;” what ought to be our spirit and our 
courage? We carry not Jesus and his for- 
tunes, for there is no contingency with him, 
but we carry Christ and his interests, the in- 
terests which he has died to secure. He lives 
to justify the expectation of his people. Mis- 
sionaries and ministers are not immortal, but 
their cause is. Its friends may be compared 
to the foam of the billows which the tempest 
seatters ; but the cause of truth of merey and 
salvation resembles the eternal flow of the 
ocean, rolling its fulness upon the most dis- 
tant shores. Our confidence is based on 
the word, the promise, and the oath of Je- 
hovah: ‘* As I live, the whole earth shall be 
filled with my glory.” ‘The shouts of the re- 
deemed host shall soon be heard, “ Hallelujah ! 
for the kingdoms of this world, have become 
the kingdoms of our Ged and of his Christ.” 


| Oh! when shall the church appear, 
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” Clothed with the sun, and in her train the moon, 
And on her head a coronet of stars, 
And girdling round her waist, with heavenly grace, 
The bow of mercy bright; and in her hand 
Immanuel’s cross, her sceptre and her hope, 
Desire of every land!” 


Rey. J. E. Gites: I stand here simply for 
the purpose of stopping a gap, caused by the 
indisposition of Mr. Birt, of Bristol ; and I 
assure you I am ever ready to stop any gap 1n 
the missionary service. It may perhaps be 
asked, ‘Then why, when you have been so- 
licited to stop a gap which has been lately 
left in the service of this Society, have you 
not done so?” I beg to say, that, if I have 
not seen fit to do that, it has not been because 
I was insensible to the honour and confidence 
bestowed on ine, or because I should not have 
felt sincere pleasure in working with such a 
colleague as your present excellent eons 
or your esteemed treasurer, or because I should 
not have had confidence in the skill, wisdom, 
and kindness of my brethren of the committee ; 
but simply because I believed that I should 
more effectually serve the church of Jesus 
Christ and the missionary cause, a part of that 
great object, if I did not sever those spiritual 
attachments which bind me to the spot in 
which I[ at present labour. If those attach- 
ments had been simply of a natural kind, they 
should all have been severed; but they are 
of aspiritual kind; and, if I did not under- 
take the office of one of the secretaries of the 
mission, yet I am a secretary of the mission 
in my little sphere; and, although it is but 
the sphere of a satellite, I will shine as brightly 
asI can. I did not think myself justified in 
accepting the honour you proffered me in 
wishing to promote me from a satellite to a 
star. After the very eloquent speech you have 
just heard, it is not necessary that I should 
say much respecting the operations of this 
society during the last fifty years, especially 
as there is a work to be published, a history 
of the mission during the last fifty years, and 
by whom is that work undertaken? Why, by 
my friend, and your friend, and the friend of 
us all, the friend of this missionary society, 
the friend of every missionary society, the 
friend of every Christian, the friend of every 
man, the friend of God, our venerable friend, 
Dr. Cox ; one who, if not present at the first 
meeting of this society, was intimately ac- 
quainted with all the founders of it, who has 
watched its operations in every scene, and 
through every crisis of its history, and who is 
now among us, a veteran warrior, with his 
armour on. When I look back on the history 
of this society, and compare it with the pre- 
sent state of things, I think that, as was said 
yesterday morning, the present triumphs of 
Christianity are almost, if not quite, equal to 
those accomplished in apostolic times; and 
I do feel that the man who will speak against 
these operations, against the agents employed 
in them, runs the risk of committing a most 
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heinous sin, a sin that must be exceedingly 
dangerous to his own character, if not to the 
peace of the whole church. I am not going 
to undertake the defence of Mr. Knibb— 
not I, indeed. I may very well let him 
alone for that; but I am going to ask a 
question or two, as a country brother, that 
may perhaps indicate how we look at these 
things in the country. I alluded a little to 
‘ Vindex” the other night, and I will now ask 
a question or two respecting him. One ques- 
tion that has occurred to me is this, Why 
does not ‘‘ Vindex” give his name? What is 
the nature of the correspondence that is to 
take place between ‘‘ Vindex” and Mr. Knibb? 
Is itto bea friendly thing? If it is, then must 
not friends give their names to one another? 
Or is it, that he thinks he is performing such a 
great act of friendship to Mr, Knibb, that he 
does not think it right to let his left hand 
know what his right hand doeth? I find, that 
in the world, when it is not a friendly thing, 
when it is only what is termed an honourable 
thing, but in the estimation of all Christians a 
most wicked thing, when gentlemen meet to 
fight a duel, they never withhold their cards 
from one another; they are always ready to 
give their name. Then how is it we have not 
the name here? Is it because there is an 
official responsibility connected with it? I 
say is it an official name, and might it bring 
on official consequences and official mischief? 
I would ask again, does he think it a bad job, 
and that it might bring on a little personal 
risk? or does he think again that he has a 
giant to contend with, and therefore that he 
had better put on Jack the giant-killer’s in- 
visible coat? Whatever may be the motive, 
I say, is it straightforward? is it the honour- 
able mode of doing a thing? As to the other 
gentleman, who has published a pamphlet, 
he has given his name; and I say with re- 
gard to him, I do not admire your prudence, 
Ido not admire your spirit, 1 do not admire 
your intention or your object ; I do not think 
it 1s a wise thing, or a kind thing, or a Chris- 
tian thing, especially at the present time, to 
endeavour to set two great denominations to- 
gether by the ears; but I do look upon you, 
if not as a brave man, at least as a bold and 
an honest man, in putting your name to your 
pamphlet. But, although I give the writer 
credit for his honesty, yet, when I look at the 
pamphlet, at its contents, and its object, I am 
obliged to say, that it appears to me to have 
been written with avery bad pen, and I want 
to see that pen knibbed, I am sure it will 
write the better for knibbing, and I long to 
see it done. I shall say no more, except to 
request our friend Dr. Campbell, to tell his 
brethren (oh! I wish they were here ; I can- 
not believe that they sympathize in the slander: 
there are many great men among them; there 
are many honourable, holy, wise, and learned 
men among them; men whom we love, ever 
have loved, and ever will love, in spite of all 
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differences), to tell them that we do love 
them ; to tell them that, if any of their mem- 
bers choose to send abroad bad impresssions 
respecting our missionaries, we will never do 
1t respecting theirs ; to tell them that the only 
regret we have this day, is, from our persuasion 
that they have read Mr. Barrett’s pamphlet, 
and that they have not crowded this platform 
to-day, to hear William Knibb’s defence. I 
have great pleasure in seconding the resolu- 
tion. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

The Rev. T. F. Newman, of Shortwood, 
proposed,— 


“That this meeting rejoices in the establishment 
of the West African Mission, and as the obstacles to 
the conversion of the people, once deemed in- 
superable, have been removed—the judicial sen- 
tence of God against them, by that gospel which 
repeals every national malediction, and addresses 
itself to every creature—their mental inferiority by 
missionary culture—the demoralizing influence of 
slavery, by the voice of indignant humanity, which 
has gone forth against it—the deadly nature of the 
climate, by the agency supplied by the Jamaica 
churches—nothing now seems wanting but the 
urgent prayers and the strenuous exertions of the 
Christian church. This meeting, therefore, affection- 
ately calls upon all the friends of the Redeemer to 
give him no rest until they find, even in Africa, 
* a place for the Lord, a habitation for the mighty 
God of Jacob.’” 


We have all rejoiced in the commencement 
of this mission, the progress and the issue of 
which. it is impossible for us to foresee or pro- 
phesy; and as the providence of God, in the 
former history of this great cause, has been 
distinctly and devoutly acknowledged, so that 
providence, in this instance also, is to be re- 
cognized with admiration and gratitude. The 
origin of the mission to Western Africa may 
be traced to the island of Jamaica. It is not 
with us, if there be an honour, and an honour 
there must be, that the honour of commencing 
that important enterprise rests. It began, if I 
may use the expression, in a sort of philan- 
thropic and honourable plot between our bre- 
thren engaged in Jamaica, and those who, by 
their ministry, and the blessing of God upon 
it, had been brought into the fellowship of the 
gospel; so that, when our brother Knibb last 
trod on his native shores, he placed the com- 
mittee of our Institution, as it were, in a cleft- 
stick ; he said, ‘‘ We have resolved, we in Ja- 
maica, we the missionaries employed by your 
society, and the converted brethren around us, 
that a mission to Western Africa shall be 
begun. Now, the question for the comimittee 
to decide is, whether you will occupy a post 
in the van, or bring up the rear.” Such an 
appeal, addressed to men whose hearts never 
faltered, and whose steps never lagged, in the 
high and great career of Christian benevo- 
lence, could meet with but one response ; and 
therefore did our brether receive the assur- 
ance that this great work should be taken up, 
under the direct impression that the voice of 
God summoned them to the task. Now comes 
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the direct interference of Divine Providence. 
Where were agents fitted to go forth as pioneers 
to this mighty work? Brother Clark was here 
from Jamaica, come to visit the scenes of his 
early life, that he might gather strength, and 
be prepared to enter on the missionary work 
with redoubled zeal. It was proposed to him 
that he should become an agent in the com- 
mencement of this mighty enterprise, and 
under the direction of infinite wisdom and 
goodness he was led to consecrate himself to 
the work. It so happened, as I am informed, 
that in the church over which Mr. Clark pre- 
sided in Jamaica, there was concentrated a 
greater variety of individuals from different 
parts of Africa, and speaking a greater number 
of languages, than in any other negro church 
on the island of Jamaica; and, as a matter 
rather of amusement and recreation than with 
any specific object in view, Mr. Clark had, 
from time to time, employed himself in forming, 
as far as he possibly could, vocabularies in the 
different languages and dialects spoken in 
Western Africa ; so that he was thus prepared, 
unintentionally and unexpectedly by himself, 
in a certain degree, for the high post which he 
was called to occupy. Here we see the hand 
of God; and it becomes us distinctly to mark, 
and deyoutly to acknowledge, the finger of 
God. But it was not right that brother Clark 
should go alone. It was fitting he should have 
an associate, and one possessing some know- 
ledge of the healing art. Where was such an 
associate to be found? Dr. Prince, formerly 
residing in Jamaica, baptized in Jamaica by 
the agents of your Society, was known to be 
then in England. An application was made 
to him by the committee, who were well as- 
sured of his Christian qualities, and he be- 
came Mr. Clark’s associate: and it 1s a most 
interesting fact, that, just before the applica- 
tion reached Dr. Prince, his mind had been un- 
usually impressed with a deep conviction that 
it became him to make a most entire and un- 
reserved consecration of himself to God. Thus, 
prepared to listen to an application which 
would sever him from his home, his wife, and 
his Christian associates, he responded cheer- 
fully and without hesitation, saying, “1 will 
go.” Itis a remarkable fact that while, com- 
paratively speaking, Africa is in the centre of 
Europe, Asia, and America, it is the least 
known of all the four quarters of the globe. 
It is true that its coasts have, from time to 
time, been visited, and are well known to 
British officers and sailors; but we cannot 
forget, that this knowledge has been a guilty 
knowledge, that their visits have been with 
the blood-red banner of murder and tyranny, 
and not with the mercy-bearing banner of the 
cross, to spread amid the benighted sons of 
Ham the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. The African Association, formed in 
our couutry in 1788, proposed to promote the 
civilization of Africa. While Christianity 
never scowls on the efforts of philanthropy, it 
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is her glory to go far beyond it. Christians 
rejoice in every attempt, and in the recent at- 
tempts which have been made, to further the 
interests of civilization, and promote the social 
comforts of the sons of Africa; but proof has 
been furnished in past ages, and proof is even 
now standing close before our eyes, that any 
enterprise, destined to free a nation or a people 
from the evils which desolate the scenes o! 
social life, must be based on Christian truth, 
and must carry the gospel, as its mighty en- 
gine, for the overthrow of every thing that is 
evil, and the establishment of every thing that 
is good. You have already heard some in- 
teresting facts abstracted from the communi- 
cations of our brethren already there, caleu- 
lated to administer encouragement ; and our 
beloved brother from Jamaica can assure you, 
that there are scores and hundreds of con- 
verted Africans there, panting for an opportu- 
nity to become the heralds of salvation to 
their benighted countrymen. Every thing is 
calculated to cheer and encourage us, and 
we look forward through the vista of coming 
ages to the period when throughout its regions 
and its tribes, the knowledge of the Lord shall 
become universal. We believe that the streams 
of the water of life shall flow through the 
mighty desert; that, on the banks of the Niger, 
the Nile, and the Gambia, the heralds of Christ 
shall take their stand, pointing, not to the mate- 
rial river, but to the river of the water of life, 
which rises up hard by the throne of God, and 
the voice of their invitation shall be, ‘“ The 
Spirit and the bride say, Come, and let him that 
heareth say, Come, and let him that is athirst 
come, and whosoever will let him take the 
water of life freely.” 

J. Purtitps, Esq., of Melksham, seconded 
the resolution, and contrasted the disasters 
that had attended the government expedition 
with the measure of success with which God 
had favoured the society. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

The Rey. Anprew Lesutr, from Monghyr, 
moved,— 


«« That the past trinmphs of Christian missions in 
general, and of this society in particular, as seen in 
the translation of the scriptures into languages 
spoken by 500,000,000 of people, and in the tens of 
thousands of converts in the churches of Jamaica 
which are now about to undertake the entire sup- 
port of their own pastors, all combine, with the 
predictions and promises of the Bible, to enconrage 
us to continue and increase our exertions, in the 
certain hope, that ‘the kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ.’” 


The Rev. W. Knrsz seconded the motion in a 
powerful speech, which occupied in its delivery 
more than two hours, and was received by the 
vast assembly with every token of satisfaction. 
It would he impossible within our limits to give 
ven a sketch of its statements, many of which 
were documentary. It has, however, been 
printed, with an introductory letter to the trea- 
surer of the society, and illustrative notes and 
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engravings, and may be obtained at the price 
of one shilling, either through the booksellers, 
or at Fen Court. 

The resolution having been put and carried, 
the Rev. E. Sreane rose and said :—‘ While 
sitting here, 1 have penned a resolution, which 
I intend to submit to this meeting for its ap- 
probation and support. I have already had 
the high gratification of submitting one of 
similar import to the committee. It 1s a reso- 
lution of sympathy with our beloved brethren 
in Jamaica under their new trials. ‘There is 
a time to speak as well as a time to be silent, 
and I felt that I could not do justice to my 
feelings, and certain I am I should not do 
justice to the feelings of this assembly, did I 
not speak to this point. The motion is in these 
terms :— 


“That this meeting unite in the expression of 
lively gratitude to God, for the kind protection af- 
forded to their beloved missionaries now on the 
platform, in their return, on this occasion, to their 
native land, and receive them with the warmest 
affection; and they especially seize the present mo- 
ment to renew the assurances of their unabated 
confidence in the Christian character and fidelity of 
their missionaries in Jamaica, and to cheer them, 
amidst their new trials and continued toils, with 
their sympathy and unfaltering support.” 


There is no mistaking the cheers with which 
the triumphant vindication of our brother 
KXKnibb was listened to. J am sure they were 
more than the expression of some temporary 
feelings, wrought up in the excitement of the 
moment by his deeply impassioned oratory, 
and the startling yet interesting and delightful 
nature of the facts he has laid before us; but 
that they mean, you not only give them the 
sympathy of your cheers, but your strenuous, 
unfaltermg, unreserved support. He con- 
cluded by urging Mr. Leshe to address the 
audience. 

The Rey. Dr. Campse1t, on rising to second 
the resolution, said: I really feel so exhausted, 
so excited, so delighted, that I am perfectly 
unable to proceed. I feel myself to be placed 
in the happy position in which counsel some- 
times find themselyes when they simply have 
to appear before a judge, as I appear before 
you, Mr. Chairman, and call for a verdict 
without any argumentation. The case is closed 
for the defendant, the speech is made—a 
speech worth crossing the seas to make—and, 
I would add, a speech worth crossing the 
ocean to hear. Since the commencement of 
modern missions there has been no such 
speech, considering it in its length and breadth, 
in the bearing of its statistics, and in the exhi- 
bition of its facts. It will be some time before 
you hear another like it. I hate long speeches ; 
and, therefore, I would just put two or three 
questions. First, Is or is not your confidence 
shaken in your West Indian missionaries? (Ge- 
neral cries of ‘‘ No, no.””) The second question 
is, As stewards, do you believe that they have 
or have not conducted themselves with Chris- 
tian fidelity? (Loud cries of “They haye,’’) 


FOR JUNE, 1842. 327 


T stand here as the devoted friend of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society ; but I also stand here 
as your friend, and as the friend of truth and 
justice; and I say, with confidence, that I 
speak the sentiments and feelings of the im- 
mense mass of the directors, subscribers, and 
supporters of the London Missionary Society. 
You ought not, and you do not, I clearly per- 
ceive, identify societies with individuals. It 
were unkind to do so; it were unjust ; it were 
cruel! The London Missionary Society is no 
party to this movement. 
agents what your own missionaries claim— 
liberty of conscience, and liberty of speech. 
When men become their agents, they become 
not their slaves. They allow them to speak 
their feelings, and to act upon their con- 
viction ; and, if men err, they leave those men 
to bear the burden. It is just this day ten 
years since I received what I have always 
considered a signal honour—the honour of fol- 
lowing Mr. Knibb, in conjunction with the 
West Indian missions. But oh! how changed 
his position now! He left the islands in a 
state which made all our hearts bleed; the 
houses of God in ruin; the shepherds fled ; 
the sheep scattered; the enemy rioting and 
rejoicing! I had the honour that day of ap- 
pearing on your platform, and submitting a 
resolution—a resolution then prophetic, but 
now historic! There was, indeed, a great deal 
of prophecy that day; and I believe that, 
without any exception, we were all true pro- 
phets ; for that which caused a temporary 
defeat, led to an ultimate triumph ; and all the 
fault I find in the resolution now before us, is 
confined to one term—‘‘amidst their new 
trials.’ Had I had the manuscript to revise, 
I would have said, ‘their new triumphs.”’ 
This, Mr. Chairman, is, by far, the most im- 
portant meeting you have had since that of 
this time ten years. How remarkable is the 
providence of God! Look at Mr. Clarke’s 
case ; look at that of Dr. Prince; look at an 
unseen Power acting on the one here, and on 
the other yonder. As objects can only be cor- 
rectly viewed at a proper distance, so you will 
be able, some few years hence, to connect this 
moment, and the impulse that will go forth 
from this great assembly, with stupendous re- 
sults. What does your missionary propose to 
himself? He proposes to go forth—but not as 
a prowling pirate—to go forth to the islands 
around, to arrest them, that he may bless 


them, and clothe them with the beauties of | 


holiness and the blessings of civilization. But, 
to come nearer the point, there is a pledge 
which I have now to demand on behalf of the 
defendant—for I am sure of a verdict of ac- 
quittal. You see the accused! He does not 
tremble; his calm and manly confidence 
bespeaks his integrity! I al think, after 
all, we have had a great deal of nonsense 
to-day. Was there a man here that doubted 
the integrity of the West India missionaries t 
I never did, I never had one moment’s mis- 


They grant to their’ 


giving. I knew the missionaries were men, 
and had to act on men whom pretended 
Christian and civilized men had crushed down 
to the earth, and done every thing to brutal- 
ize. I knew that, for some time, there might 
be a number of little things offensive to the 
fastidious taste and the morbid delicacy of the 
men of this country, who demand that even a 
victim shall writhe with grace, and groan with 
melody, and do all manner of things in an old 
practised way. But I knew that, like liquors 
In a state of fermentation, which heave and are 
agitated, but, in due time, throw off their 
refuse, till at length they are rendered both 
clear and pure; so negro society would rise 
in character, and ultimately clothe itself with 
the comely garb of Christian civilization. Mr. 
Knibb speaks of a house he has bought and that 
that house is to be a house of mercy; it is to 
be emphatically a fountain of light, a well 
of salvation ; it is a place for the instruction 
of labourers for the work of God in Africa. 
All my following observations shall bear on 
this point. With regard to Africa, I look upon 
it that this is the grand object to be henceforth 
kept in view. You have achieved a glorious 
triumph in the West Indies. I am not here to 
flatter you. Far am I from being disposed to 
underrate the sufferings or domgs of other men 
or other missionaries; but 1 say, you have 
been in the van, and to you and them, under 
God, I ascribe emancipation. I am far from 
thinking lightly of our senatorial assistance ; 
but, had there been no missionary on the spot, 
had this and that man not been there, there 
had been still the chain, and the whip, and 
the groan, and the blood, and the death, in the 
West Indies! Emancipation is purely owing 
to the missionaries. Let every man _ be- 
lieve this, and declare this; ‘‘ honour to 
whom honour is due.” You and your brethren 
in the West Indies have fairly conquered “the 
monster demon,” as Mr. Knibb justly calls 
him, there ; but he is not conquered elsewhere. 
It is an awful thought, that slavery is still 
rampant. We have only to read Sir Thomas 
Fowell Buxton’s book, to see that Africa is, at 
this moment, sending forth more of people to 
sale and butchery than shesent forth many years 
ago; and the flames are still raging through- 
out a vast extent of her blood-stained shores ! 
We want to extinguish them. Had we had no 
missionaries in Jamaica, we might have con- 
tinued petitioning and protesting, and making 
all possible constitutional movements ; but we 
had never conquered slavery. In like manner, 
all has been done by the legislature that can 
be done. One gentleman has stated an im- 
portant fact regarding the past history of Africa ; 
but he confounded one society with another, 
In 1788, the African Association was insti- 
tuted, but the gospel of Christ had no concern 
with that institution. It was curiosity, it was 
science, that prompted the measure; and curio- 
sity and science found, as their apostles, a 
band of noble-spirited men. Leryard, Lucas, 
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Houghton, Park, Hornemann, Burckhardt, 
Tuckey, Peddie, Campbell, Ritchie, Clap- 
perton, Laing, Oudney, Toole, Lander—these 
are the brave spirits who perilled their lives to 
explore the wilds of Africa. All these men 
went forth in obedience to science, from the 
impulse of curiosity. And where, now, are 
these our enterprising and gifted countrymen ? 
With the exception of Lucas, they are all sleep- 
ing in the dust of Africa—all dead men! None 
returned to tell the tale. The force of the African 
Association soon expended itself; and, in 1807, 
another very praiseworthy institution arose com- 
posed chiefly of abolitionists, men, who, desir- 
ous of going beyond mere emancipation for 
the slaves in the West, who philanthropically 
wished to superintend the operation of the slave- 
laws; and likewise to do all that in them lay 
to civilize Africa. This society, designated 
the African Institution, forgot that nothing is 
mighty without God; they had still to learn, 
that no confederacy of this description will 
live from age to age without Christ. Yes; 
these benevolent men did not recognize this 
fact. It was apparently a mighty institution. 
It comprised three earls, two viscounts, five 
bishops, seven lords, twenty-nine members of 
parliament, and all the host of the world’s 
philanthropists that such a nucleus might be 
supposed to gather around it. Yet it was a 
body without a soul. They obtained, at first, 
donations to some amount; but the sum total 
of the subscription was simply 500/. They 
were, however, going to dissipate the darkness 
of Africa, to cover her with the mantle of civili- 
zation, to cultivate her fields, to give her arts 
and sciences, in a word, to make a second 
England of her. This they wished to do, they 
hoped to do it. Earth with her wisdom, and 
literature with her organs, cheered them on. 
The Edinburgh Review came with all its 
power to support the splendid project. It re- 
viewed the society’s first, second, third, and 
fourth reports. When it came to the fifth, it 
began to confess and apologize, that, to be sure, 
as yet, nothing had been done in the way 
of civilization! But I should not forget to 
tell you, that one of the primary principles 
of the African Institution, was the exclusion of 
religious missionaries. Where is the African 
Association now? Where is the African In- 
stitution? The Edinburgh Review seemed 
ashamed of it. They began the first year, 
1807, with subscriptions to the amount of 5001.; 
and, when the reviewer sat down in 1815, he 
lamented that an institution, that had so many 
claims on philanthropists, and the friends of 
the human race, and of civilization, had a 
subscription very far short of 500/. per annum. 
In 1829, they had an article, “‘ Report of the 
African Institution ;” but, in the article, never 
mentioned its name. The society had made 
no progress, No, Sir; how could it? Nothing 
but Christ among us, the love of Christ in us, 
the love of souls, desire for his glory, and their 
salvation, compassion for the spirit, as well as 
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for the body of man, nothing, Sir, nothing else, 
will sustain a society for such objects. Re- 
volving these things, I thought, with interest, 
this morning, of the 13/, with which your opera- 
tions commenced. And, I have said, see the 
progress. Look at the few, little, contemptible 
baptists at Kettering; there they are, with 
their 13/., going to convert the world! Com- 
pare them with the African Institution, with 
its earls, viscounts, bishops, and members of 
parliament! Well, what have the parties re- 
spectively done? We have had the baptist 
account; I should like to know what the re- 
ceipts of the African Institution are to-day. 
We have heard the amount of yours; but we 
have no means of knowing theirs. ‘Then, the 
next step was the formation of that excellent 
Institution, as far as it goes, of Sir T, F. Buxton. 
That Institution, at length, concedes the point, 
that it is Christianity, and Christianity alone, 
that can effect the object we have in view. It 
is, then, proved, and clearly proved, first, that 
slavery is still rampant, that legislation is still 
impotent, arts and sciences have done what 
they could, but have failed ; arts and sciences 
cannot precede Christianity ; Christianity alone 
is, therefore, the hope of Africa! And let me 
add, the result of the Niger expedition demon- 
strates that native agency is the only instru- 
ment that can dispense that Christianity. 
Diplomacy and philanthropy stand aghast. 
They retire confounded. They confess they 
have done their utmost, and that they have 
effected no deliverance for benighted, bereaved, 
oppressed Africa! ‘The experiment is invalu- 
able. The world retires. Let the church of 
the living God advance! Let her wield her 
weapons, relying on the promise of her Lord, 
and yictory will crown her efforts! Mr. 
Knibb has placed in my hand the writing of 
an African ioe and I think we had better 
compare our own hand-writing with his, before 
we talk of the abilities of the black man. It in- 
finitely surpasses mine. Now, William Knibb 
claims assistance in this work; and I have 
only to ask, will you assist him? You are 
beginning a new and glorious race. The citadel 
in the West Indies is fairly taken, and it now 
remains thence to assail Africa ; and whence is 
the agency to come, but from the various mis- 
sionary societies there in operation? Now, 
what body has superior means to you?’ I am 
afraid of flattering you; but the baptists in 
the West are, in my judgment, the first patrons 
of lay agency in the world. I ascribe under 
God their success mainly to their lay agency 
and to their leader system, 

Mr. Kyiss, They have done the work! 

Dr. Campzett. They have done the work, 
And whats it but the monitorial system carried 
out? I could show you a man with 500 or 600 
boys under his tuition; and, aided by 12 or 20 
monitors, he will impart to them, in the course 
of years, an excellent education, Take away 
the monitors, make the master, on the old 
plodding system, do the work himself, and 
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what will be the result? Confusion and igno- 
rance, so that the school will soon be broken 
to pieces. What is one man amongst 1000 or 
even 800 members? Is not the unity, the 
energy, the force of the Wesleyan system, a 
proverb? What is the secret? It is this, 
they have leaders, they have tickets, and the 
best part of their system is, that they renew 
those tickets four times a year. They always 
take what money the people choose to give, 
and there is a special gift on New Year’s Day. 
The leader system covers England ; and the 
ticket-system supports that mighty body in 
their works of faith and labours of love. I 
have no patience with pitiful trifling talk 
about tickets. It is a matter of common sense. 
Furthermore, if there is blame attaching to 
Mr. Knibb, we must go farther back for its 
origin: it must extend to Mr. Ward. I hold 
in my hand, Ward’s “ Farewell Letters ;” and 
it is a sweet little book ; I hope it is in every 
baptist Sunday-school library. In that book 
there is this sentence. He says :—‘ Cherish 
the converts as new-born babes, as far as ten- 
derness and attention go. Pity their weak- 
nesses; bear with them as children, as your 
own children. How often the apostle uses, 
towards the heathen converts, the terms, ‘My 
little children.” I have often wished to see 
something like the methodist class-meetings 
among us in India.” What think you of that? 
That refers to the East Indies. What William 
Ward sighed after, but had not the courage to 
commence, the West Indian brethren have in- 
stituted ; and its effects have been such as 
have filled my mind with astonishment and 
admiration! He adds, ‘‘ No professors on earth 
need meetings somewhat like these, so much 
as men recently brought from heathenism.” 
When the recent circular came to my hands, 
I read it at a breath, and sat with perfect 
ecstacy. I read on till I came to this phrase, 
“«¢ Jethro’ was anticipated in Jamaica.” I 
feel grateful that I had begun about that time 
to establish district meetings among my own 
people, and I am fortified by what has trans- 
pired in your history, for I have had to contend 
with prejudice, as every man has who is dis- 
posed to elevate mind and elevate man. I 
took and read the practical points of the cir- 
cular at my various meetings, calling upon 
them to see what the district and leader system 
had done. In the labour which I bestowed a 
year or two ago on lay agency, I endeavoured 
to investigate the economy of the whole Chris- 
tian church. Availing myself, as far as I 
could, of the knowledge of my brethren, in 
addition to my own experience, I sketched out 
the plan laid down in “ Jethro.” I was there- 
fore exceedingly glad to find that the system 
was working with such power and efficiency 
in the West Indies. I am no plagiarist ; they 
are no copyists: they did not take their plan 
from me, nor did I take mine from them: for 
I knew not that it was in operation. Now, 
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Sir, on the grounds I have stated, I commend 
my excellent friend, Mr. Knibb, to you, and I 
call upon you to cheer him on by standing up 
and pledging yourselves to him. 

The resolution was then submitted by the 
chairman, upon which the auditory imme- 
diately rose, and, with much cheering affirmed 
1b. 

Mr. Kyrez then rose, and spoke to the 
following effect: My respected friends, I 
rejoice in this testimonial, not so much on 
my own account, or on account of my beloved 
brethren in Jamaica, but because I see in it 
the healing of those differences which, un- 
happily, have commenced. 1 rejoice in it, 
because it has brought me once again in my 
life, after ten years, into contact with my be- 
loved father, Dr. Campbell ; and I thank him, 
on the negro’s behalf, for doing what he has 
to destroy the Bible monopoly. I rejoice that 
he is determined to carry out the leader 
system, and perhaps, at some time, may take 
to the ticket one too. I rejoice that he is not 
afraid of losing his influence by giving his 
people some ; and I call on my dear brethren 
in the ministry to try the system, and see if it 
don’t work. Look for one moment at Wesley, 
and look the next moment at Whitfield ; both 
preached with equal energy, to equally large 
congregations ; the one, by system, encom- 
passed the world; the other left a name, 
fragrant, but not to posterity. I shall now go 
home with a grateful heart—not proud, I am 
sure, IfI did not think that God would ap- 
prove of it, oh! how little it would be; but, 
though you may again hear that we have 
faults, remember from me, ‘‘ if thy brother sin 
against thee, go and tell him his faults.” I 
tell you, on behalf of my brethren, that we are 
willing to hear the worst of our churches ; but 
oh! don’t tell it 5,000 miles off—it cannot do 
good. What have the enemies of truth in Ja- 
maica said in their vile newspapers—* When 
rogues quarrel, honest men come by their 
rights.” It is a lamentable thing ; but it must 
be stopped; and I for one declare that I will 
never open my mouth about it. If I am 
obliged to lie under censure for not doing it, I 
will lie under it; and I hope my dear young 
friends will so act in this missionary field, that 
they and I, with my elder brother, may meet 
at last, and then we shall see that that God, 
who blessed all the systems, forgave all the 
faults and follies connected with them, and 
will receive us all through the atonement of 
his Son. On behalf of my dear brethren, (for 
I love them, we are united as the heart of one 
man,) I return you my thanks. I have spoken 
plainly, I know; but I am a plain-spoken 
man, and nurtured in the vale of adversity. I 
have sprung up just as you see me, and my 
bitterest enemies in Jamaica, after giving me 
what they call the most thorough rowing, say, 
‘‘Well, after all, he lets us know all he 
means.” Farewell, beloved friends, for 3 


330 


little time; our next meeting may be in the 
jubilee of the world. : 

The Rey. A. Lrstix, upon being requested 
to speak a few words, said: While so much of 
your interest has been excited with respect to 
the West India mission, I entreat you not to 
forget the East. I candidly confess, that I 
have felt that enough of sympathy was not felt 
for the Eastern mission. The missionaries there 
have had comparatively but little success, 
whilst they have had vast difficulties to con- 
tend with, and many obstacles to surmount ; 
few, I believe, know their extent. Ido, how- 
ever, implore this society not to forget that 
country in which lie the bones of a Carey, a 
Marshman, a Ward, a Pearce, and a Parsons. 
I have laboured there long, and I trust not 
without some blessing ; but, if there be one 
trial which the East India missionaries have 
to endure greater than another, it is the little 
success which attends their labours. I believe 
that this society once made too much of the 
East India mission, and I have sometimes 
been afraid lest they should do the same with 
the Western mission. Ido not say this to 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


throw a damp upon the audience ; but I pray 
the society to think less of men and things, 
and to pray more to God for the success of 
their missionaries’ labours. We have to con- 
tend with an abominable system of superstition 
and false religion ; with crowds of Brahmins, 
and with many difficulties as regards the lan- 
guage. I therefore earnestly implore you not 
to forget your first mission. 

The Rev. Mr. Frasex moved, and Cuartes 
Roniyson, Esq., of Leicester, seconded the fol- 
lowing resolution :— 


“That the Treasurer and Secretary be requested 
to continne their services; that Messrs, Charles 
Burls, Wills Kitson, and G. T. Kemp, be Auditors; 
and that the following be the Committee for the en- 
suing year. (Names read.) Also, thatthe rule which 
admits the Country Ministers, Treasurers, and Se- 
cretaries, to attend the meetings of the Committee, 
and vote, apply to London Ministers, Treasurers, 
and Secretaries, at all meetings of the General Com- 
mittee.’” 


Carried unanimously. 
The meeting concluded by singing “ Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow,” &c. 


CALCUTTA. 


Since our last, the afflictive intelligence has been received, that two of our 


beloved friends have been suddenly removed by death. 


W. T. Beeby, Esq., a 


valued member of the committee, whose secular engagements had led him to 
visit Calcutta, where he had formerly resided, and the Rev. R. Gibson, B.A., whose 
arrival in that city was announced in our number for March, and who was about 
to take charge of the church in the Circular Road, were within a few hours of 


each other summoned from the field of action. 


A letter from Mr. Thomas, dated 


Calcutta, March 19, 1842, contains the following details :— 


It is with very painful feelings that I take 
up my pen to address you on the present oc- 
easion. During the last few years, it has 
often fallen to my lot to communicate intel- 
ligence respecting the ravages of sickness and 
disease amidst the little mission band in Cal- 
cutta, I had fondly hoped that a respite of a 
few years would have been granted; but no, 
our heavenly Father has again seen fit to call 
us to weep over the grave of one, yea of two 
of his servants, and those, men who a few 
weeks ago appeared among the healthiest of 
the healthy. Our dear friend Mr. Beeby 
sleeps in Jesus ; so does the brother who so 
recently joimed our number. Yes, Gibson 
has entered on his rest. Both appeared in 
perfect health on the last sabbath in February, 
and Mr. Beeby attended his office the next 
day and was met on his return in the evening 
by Dr. and Mrs. Yates, and appeared to them 
im his usual health, He had, however, not 
been quite well during the day, and shortly 
after his return home he took medicine, but 


it had not the desired effect; the complaint 
increased, turned to cholera, and early in the 
morning of the 1st inst, he ceased from among 
men. His end I believe was peace. Brother 
Gibson, who was residing in the same house, 
and occupied an apartment near to that in 
which Mr. Beeby died, was, as you may sup- 
pose, exceedingly distressed and agitated by 
the sickness and death of his friend, The 
next morning he complained of being unwell ; 
in the course of the forenoon he came to bro- 
ther Yates’s, proposing to remain permanently 
with those dear friends. During the day he 
suffered a good deal from dysentery, and an 
effort was made to dissuade him from attend- 
ing the funeral of Mr. Beeby ; he, however, 
considered that he ought to be present, and 
accordingly went. he sight of the corpse af- 
fected him much; but he rallied and pro- 
ceeded to the burial-ground, where brother 
Yates was to officiate. He had scarcely begun 
when our late brother, as though struck by 
death, turned pale, and sank on the breast of 
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a friend close by. For a fewseconds he sat on 
one of the adjoining tombs, and when sufh- 
ciently recovered was handed into a convey- 
ance and brought direct to brother Yates’s, 
Mrs, Yates and myself accompanying him. 
His complaint had considerably increased by 
the exertion and by the acute mental ex- 
eitement he then experienced. Medical ad- 
vice was immediately sought, and every means 
tried to save his valuable life, but in vain ; be- 
fore noon the next day he was a corpse, and 
by six o’clock Pp. m. his remains were com- 
mitted to the silent tomb, where both those 
dear friends lie side by side in adjoining graves: 
Brother Gibson for a long time clung to the 
idea that his sickness was not unto death, and 
when | thought him dying, and, in reply to a 
remark by himself, said 1 thought he would 
soon be well in another world, he said, ‘Oh no, 
I feel myself getting better every minute.” 
Ile subsequently appeared conscious of his 
state, and expressed the firmness of his faith 
and hope by saying ‘‘ All is well.” 

I need not say what sadness the death of 
these good men has produced on our minds; 
indeed, the sad event had nearly proved fatal 
to our invaluable brother Yates, who is only 
now recovering from a severe illness brought 
on by excitement and over exertion. I may 
also say that more than one of the rest of our 
number have felt on the very verge of sickness 
and death. The utmost care has been found 
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requisite. Thus far all are preserved, and our 
hope is in the Lord. 

As to our dear departed friends, their death, 
though occasioned by cholera, should not be 
attributed wholly, perhaps not chiefly, to the 
climate, but on this I must not now enlarge. 
I am greatly concerned for the effect the in- 
telligence of their death will have on con- 
nexions and friends at home. May the Lord 
graciously support the widow and provide for 


the orphans, and keep the committee and the 
friends of the mission from desponding. I 
feel this tendency in a degree and to an ex- 
tent I never felt before. I fear the men we 
want will be disheartened, and the committee 
discouraged, and that we shall be left to la- 
bour on as we can for a while, and then to 
sink under our accumulated labours. 

Our beloved brethren and sisters are on the 
whole in pretty good health. Mrs. Morgan 
has been very ill with the cholera, but is 
better ; several of our number have been— 
almost ill, I hardly know how else to express 
the feeling, a sensation indicating a state of 
health that would give way under the opera- 
tion of the most trifling cause, and conse~ 
quently making the utmost care imperative, 
We know, however, if the Lord has any thing 
more for us to do, he will keep us alive, even 
though it be in the midst of death, and re- 
posing on his faithfulness and love we would 
go confidently and cheerfully forward. 


At a meeting of the committee held at Fen Court, May 5th, the following reso- 


lution was adopted unanimously :— 


“That the committee receive, with profound submission to the holy will of God, the deeply 


afflictive tidings from Calcutta of the decease of their honoured and highly esteemed associate, 
W. T. Beeby, Esq., and of their beloved missionary the Rev. Robert Gibson. In these events 
they desire to view the hand of an infinitely wise though inscrutable Providence ; and while 
smitten by these unexpected and repeated strokes, to say with devout resignation, ‘Fen so, 
Father, for so it seemeth good in thy sight.’ They record with affectionate remembrance the 
sense they entertain of the valuable services rendered to the mission by the former of their de- 
parted friends, both in this country and in India; and of the unfeigned piety, generosity, dis- 
cretion, and urbanity which uniformly marked his character 5 and they most respectfully offer 
their Christian condolence to his widow and family, with their fervent prayers for them under 
this affecting bereavement. Of the latter they cherish many pleasurable recollections connected 
with his early piety, ministerial endowments, and entire consecration to the service of God, and 
express their lively sympathy, both with his relatives and with the church in Calcutta, of which 
he was just about to assume the pastoral office ; and with the whole missionary band who have 
thus been again called to sustain so severe a loss,” 


JAMAICA. 


TO THE SECRETARY OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


My dear Brother, The position of your society in its year of 
I sball feel obliged by the insertion in the | jubilee, is deeply interesting, and demands from 
Herald of the following remarks : all who feel interested in its future prosperity, 
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consecration both of money and of effort of no 
ordinary character. Its trials and its success 
alike enforce this, and I hope that the whole 
denomination will testify by their entire de- 
yotion to its interests the deep concern they feel 
for its future prosperity. 

The commencement of the theological insti- 
tution in{Jamaica; the extension of the mission 
in that and in other islands of the West; the 
imperative necessity of supporting the infant 
mission in Western Africa, all demand that the 
jubilee offering of thanksgiving be not only in 
spirit but in measure, according to the full ex- 
tent of the ability possessed, and I fully believe 
that the expectations of the committee will not 
be disappointed. 

Without at all interfering with the noble 
objects contemplated by the jubilee committee, 
I wish to draw the attention of the friends of 
female education to the normal school established 
at the new village of Kettering, in Trelawney, 
for the training of native and other school- 
mistresses, both for Jamaica and Africa, 

At this interesting spot I have, since my last 
visit to England, completed the necessary build- 
ings, which consist of a general school-room, 
40 by 40; anormal girls’ school-room for thirty 
children, and the necessary apartments for the 
board and lodging of twelve females, the ex- 
pense of which rests personally on myself. 

The general school is under the care of the 
orphan son of my beloved brother, who was the 
first schoolmaster sent to Jamaica by the Baptist 
Missionary Society, and who died seventeen 
years ago. The female department is under the 
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care of Miss Ann Anstie, who is devoting her 
untiring energies to its prosperity. 

There are about one hundred at present in 
both schools; in the normal department nine ; 
two of these are redeemed slaves from Africa ; 
two are the orphans of deluded white emi- 
grants, and four are native females; these live 
entirely at the establishment. 

Towards this school his Excellency the 
Governor of Jamaica, Sir Charles Metcalfe, 
has sent two donations of thirty pounds each ; 
and other friends, resident in England, have 
hitherto enabled me to meet the current ex~- 
penses, which amount to about £250 per annum. 

The heavy responsibilities resting upon me, 
from other schools, prevent my being able to 
carry on this important institution without help 
from home. I therefore most earnestly solicit 
it, either in the shape of boxes of useful articles, 
which meet with a ready and profitable sale 
with us, or in donations of money, as I am 
very fearful, if this aid is not bestowed, I shall 
be obliged to relinquish an institution on which, 
in my opinion, much of the future welfare of 
the female portion of the community of Jamaica 
depends. 

As I leave England for Jamaica early in 
July, any answers to this appeal made before 
that period will be thankfully received. Boxes 
of useful articles will be in time if sent to Fen 
Court by October, as about that time the new 
missionaries to Jamaica will take their de- 
parture. I am, yours very truly, 

WitirAm Kyier, 

May 7th, 1842. 


“a 


TO CONTRIBUTORS. 


The postponement of the usual list of contributions received, and of acknow- 
ledgments to friends who have kindly forwarded presents of various kinds, will 
we trust, be excused. An adequate apology, it is hoped, will be found in the 
interesting and pressing nature of the foregoing articles. 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Socie ill b 
u 1s apt thankfull 
received by the Treasurer or Secretary, at the Mission- House, Honoree Fanon 


London: in Edinburgh, by the Rev. 


Christopher Anderson, or H. D. Dicki 

Glaszow, by Mr. Joseph Swan ; in Dublin, me John Parkes, Ps ee 
Baptist M ission-Press, Calcutta, by the Rev. J. Thomas ; 
Joshua Tinson ; and at New York, United States, by W. 


Esq. ; in 
Esq., Camden-street; at the 
at Kingston, Jamaica, by the Rev. 
Colgate, Esq. 
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Tue twenty-eighth anniversary of this society 
was held on the 26th of April, and was nume- 
rously attended. The number of ministers on 
the platform was anusually large. The Rev. 
Dr. Cox took the chair, and, after prayer by 
the Rev. Tuomas WInTER, opened the busi- 
ness of the meeting by stating that the society 
was founded by Joseph Ivimey. After a few 
observations on the delight which emanated 
from doing good to others, he proceeded to ob- 
serve that the three principal measures which 
this society adopted for the advancement of the 
cause of the Redeemer in Ireland, were the 
preaching of the gospel; the establishment of 
schools for the instruction of youth—thus laying 
hold of the juvenile mind, and laying the found- 
dation sure in the instruction of the rising age ; 
and the reading ofthe sacred scriptures. It ought 
never to be forgotten, especially by those who 
were apt to overlook this order of instrumen- 
tality, that the society did not merely send its 
agents to read the scriptures, but that, con- 
nected with that reading, expository instruction 
Wasimparted. The reader, whether engaged in 
the cottages of the poor or by the wayside, soon 
found an opportunity of entering into conversa- 
tion with those to whom he read ; and much 
good had been thereby produced. At the 
same time he was persuaded that Christian 
brethren and ministers would concur in the 
sentiment, that the preaching of the gospel was 
the appointed instrament for the promotion of 
the kingdom of the Lord and Saviour. “It 
hath pleased God,” though it had often dis- 
pleased the world, and they have poured con- 
tempt on the humble followers of Christ, “ by 
the foolishness of preaching to save those who 
believe.” The society would do well to pay 
attention to this instrumentality ; for, what- 
ever difficulties and obstacles might present 
themselves, he was persuaded, that, as it was 
his appointment, the employment of it would 
ultimately be productive of extensive good. 
He knew that the difficulties which presented 
themselves were formidable; he knew that 
those difficulties arose from the prevalence of 
evil; and that they were not confined to Ireland, 
but met them in powerful array in this and other 
lands. Popery was deeply seated in the minds 
of men: and was rampant, and energetic in 
the diffusion of its principles, yet it became 
them, by the humble, yet successful, instruamen- 
tality of the preaching of the gospel, to meet the 
evil. The ceremonies which it adopted, and 
the doctrines which it diffused, were only parts 
of one great system, upon which the errors of 
other men, who had perhaps had greater light 
and information, and who professed to have 
reformed ‘themselves from popery and become 
protestant, were founded. Wherever the un- 
happy principle of uniting church and state 
had been adopted, wherever these were com- 
bined, and wherever a church stood upon the 
parchments of parliament, instead of the prin- 
ciples of scripture—it would necessarily pre- 
sent a powerful obstacle to the ditfusion of 
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the unadulterated, uusustained, unpatronized 
preaching of the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Taking possession of ignorant minds, 
it might present difficulties which appeared 
irresistible ; but in the name and the strength 
of God, though only like David with his sling 
and his stone, yet with an arm sustained by 
almighty power, and means directed by su- 
preme wisdom, the stone should reach the 
giant’s head, and bring down to the dust that 
formidable enemy that presented itself to the 
progress of Christianity in all lands. But not- 
withstanding all that was adverse, there were 
undoubtedly considerable facilities which pre- 
sented themselves to the spread of the gospel 
in Ireland. They had only a short distance to 
send their agents, and, therefore, only a small 
expenditure was requisite, in order to sustain 
their efforts. Another encouraging circum- 
stance was, that, to a great extent, the inhabit- 
ants spoke the same language as themselves ; 
their agents, therefore, had not to sit down, as 
in foreign countries, and study a language, be- 
fore they could communicate Christian instruc- 
tion. They ought to feel excited to this great and 
good work by the considerations of near rela- 
tionship and proximity to this country. The 
inhabitants of the sister kingdom were bone of 
our bone, and flesh of our flesh; and it therefore 
became them to promote their spiritual and 
eternal interests. 

The Rey. S. GREEN then read an abstract of 
the report, which stated that the committee had 
to record indications that the blessing of God 
had not been withheld from them. Although 
success had not equalled their desires, it had 
been more than enough to encourage and stim- 
ulate the friends of the society to a patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing. Almost aninterruptedly, 
during the year, their esteemed brethren, 
eleven in number, had been indefatigably em- 
ployed; and they had not laboured in vain. 
Several extracts were given from the corres- 
pondence of the agents, illustrating the above 
statements. Various causes had led to a de- 
crease in the schools. The committee were 
not in possession of accounts of the present 
condition of the whole of the schools under 
their care ; but they had returns from 25, up to 
the end of December last, which gave a total of 
1,752 pupils, somewhere about 1,600 of whom 
were the children of Roman catholic parents. 
In reference to scripture readers,it stated, that 
this class of agents, though by no means exempt 
from the vigilant suspicion which, unhappily, did 
much towards lessening the apparent usefulness 
of evangelical effort in Ireland, was not dimin- 
ished in importance and value. Intercourse 
with them was often strictly forbidden: but 
they were doing great good. The least satis- 
factory portion of the report, the committee 
stated, was that which related to funds. The 
society cowmenced its year with loans amount- 
ing to £500; of which however, tliey had at 
their banker’s, £114. 18s. 4d.; so that the 


balance against the society was el Is. 8d. 
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It had been necessary, during the year, to repay 
those loans ; and, for tbat purpose, fresh sums 
had been borrowed. The balance sheet at the 
end of the report would show, that the income of 
the year had not equalled the expenditure, ex- 
clusively of the repayments above alluded to ; 
and that the society was now about £720 in debt. 

The Rey. Dr.Carson, in moving the adoption 
of the report, said he invited their co-operation 
on behalt of Ireland, not because the conver- 
sion of that country would be a matter of no 
difficulty, but just the reverse. ‘They would be 
met by opposition the moment they landed, and 
they must dispute every inch of the territory. 
They must batter many and strong fortresses. 
They must be decided, courageous soldiers. 
But should this discourage them? No; the 
valour of the soldier was only known when he 
was placed in a position of danger. It was, in 
one point of view, an unfavourable time to 
attack the enemy in Ireland. When, forty 
years ago, he left the presbyterian connexion, 
in which he was born, there was every oppor- 
tunity of making proselytes ; because all deno- 
minations of protestants, as well as Roman 
catholics, were then entirely asleep. ‘There 
was nothing like truth or piety. But it was 
not so now. The Roman catholic religion, at 
this moment, was lashed up to its highest pitch, 
having eyery machine ready for the encounter, 
not only in Ireland, but in every country. ‘The 
Romish church expected to achieve a victory, 
not only in the emerald isle, but in every part 
of the world. When he was pursuing his 
studies in Glasgow, there wasnot a single Ro- 
man catholic chapel there ; bat a friend from 
that city informed him the other day, that the 
Roman catholics had boasted that in seven 
years there would scarcely be a protestant in 
Scotland. In the West Indies the Roman 
catholics were making the same struggle against 
the diffusion of education which they had done 
in Ireland. It was not bigotry, however,that 
prevented the reading of the scriptures—it was 
the science of the clergy. No, they need not 
blame the priests. Their opposition arose from 
the supreme authority pressing upon them. He 
rejoiced to say that the gospel was preached by 
hundreds who differed from them. But did 
that say this society should not go there and 
help them? He had often said that he thought 
there were more good men in the established 
church than in any other denomination; but 
still they onght to endeavour to conyince all 
God’s children of the great law of the kingdom 
—a law which proclaimed the way of salvation, 
and that showed that we were saved, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, 
bat through the death, burial, and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Every believer 
ought to have his attention called to his duty: 
and the moment he believed, to show his obedi- 
ence by being baptized in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He had personally known the 
agents, with the exception of one or two; and 
concerning those one or two he had diligently 
inquired ; and, as far as he had been able to 
ascertain, they were men who were going forth 
in the strength of the Lord against the mighty. 
He greatly wished that some important stations 
could be taken up and occupied. Belfast was 
one of them, He thought it would be desirable 
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to send a few popular preachers throughout 
the country during the ensuing sammer months. 
There was no man whom the Lrish liked to hear 
He trusted the 
society would never omit sending a deputation 
every year, or, at least, every two years. Their 
report would not only inspire confidence at 
home; but their presence would encourage and 
cheer their faithful labourers in Ireland. 

The Rey. J. Carvite, in seconding the reso- 
lution, observed that there was something ex- 
ceedingly striking in the fact that, for more than 
seven hundred years Ireland had been subject 
to the control ofthe government of this country. 
For the last three hundred years there had ex- 
isted there an agency for the extension of the 
reformed faith, larger and more powerful, and 
possessing a greater national endowment, os- 
tensibly designed for the propagation of the 
reformed faith, than perhaps was to be found 
in connexion with any established church in 
the civilised globe. And what had been the 


result? Although three hundred years had 


passed away since the light of the Reformation 
dawned upon the eastern coast of Ireland; yet 
at this very moment darkness, deep and dense 
as that which covered nearly all Europe in the 
middle ages, brooded over the mighty mass of 
Treland’s teeming population. Had they ever 
read, had they ever heard, or was there any 
instance furnished in the annals of the globe, of 
the inhabitants of a nation of men, intelligent 
beings, converted to the reformed faith by the 
influence of an act of parliament, or by virtue 
of the most royal decree that was ever issued ? 
That, precisely, had been the mode cf treating 
the Romancatholics of [reland in centuries past. 
And the only protestantism with which their 
minds, by any possibility, could have been fa- 
miliar, had been a protestantism in connexion 
with compulsory assessments for its support. 
He rejoiced exceedingly in some recent changes 
which had been made in the operations of the 
society: it now gave due importance to the 
apostolic ordinance of preaching the gospel. 
He rejoiced to bear his public testimony to the 
excellence of the character of many of their 
esteemed agents, whom he personally knew in 
Treland. It was his honest conviction that 
they were firmly attached to the great funda- 
mental principles of civil and religious free- 
dom. 1’recisely in proportion as they were 
known to be the attached friends of that greatand 
glorious cause, in the same proportion were they 
the class of men whom Ireland wanted and to 
whom Ireland would extend her hearty welcome. 

The Rey. H. H. Dopney moved the thanks 
of the meeting to the ofticers of the society ; 
and, afier drawjng a vivid picture of the spirit- 
ual destitution of the Irish, and setting forth the 
duty of this country to render all the help she 
could, proceeded as follows :—“The balm 
needed for Ireland's woes is prepared in no 
other tree than that whereon the ‘ Man of Sor- 
rows’ wasimpaled, Give, then, to Ireland, as 
the great remedy, the gospel of the Sonof God. 
While the leaden wheels of legislation may be 
made, by interested men, to move on heavily, 
you can at once raise, comfort, and ennoble. I 
say you—and I lay emphasis on the word. I 
maintain that, if Ireland is to be evangelized, 
the work must be done by the protestant dis- 
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senters of Great Britain. I have sometimes 
met with individuals, who, as if they had been 
aroused suddenly from their slumbers, and 
rubbed their eyes, pointed to the national estab- 
lishment maintained in Ireland with wonderful 
complacency. But if individuals of this kind be 
found—and I have an idea that there may be 
more of unconscious dependence on the machine 
provided by the state than is suspected, it is our 
bounden duty to speak necessary, though it may 
be unwelcome, truths. With reference to Ire- 
land, T have only to beg that you will remember 
the universal ordinance which is required to 
success in any undertaking. There must be the 
law of adaptation. How does the system strike 
an Irish catholic? He need not go into the 
general question; he need not enter upon the 
discussion of abstract principles. Asa matter 
of course, the doctrines of the church of Ireland 
are, in his opinion, heretical ; but that is not the 
point to which I am referring. The church 
which he is compelled, not merely to see, but 
to which he must contribute, is the church of 
the oppressor, the church of the persecutor, and 
which has rested like an incubus upon his un- 
happy country. The circumstance that the 
priesthood which he loves have been systemati- 
cally maligned and depressed, and a small body 
of men whom he deems heretics and schisma- 
tics from the ancient holy catholic church have 
been raised tu a high elevation above them, how 
can that predispose the catholic to receive the 
doctrines of the English protestant church? 
There is one question which an Irish catholic 
will think he has a right to propose, and which 
he does propose with fearful energy. It is this 
—Is it a just thing that seven millions of men 
should be depressed beneath less than one 
million? Is this your boasted protestantism, to 
trample, m your wondrous zeal for truth, on 
the sacred rights of conscience? Can we 
wonder if the [rish catholics take their children 
to the red grave of Rathcormac, and there 
make them swear enmity to the protestant 
church of England? The Irish catholic may 
continue his questions, and may ask, whether, 
if you really cared for his welfare, you would 
cross his path and hedge up his way with 
thorns ? Would you insult him in your writings, 
and still more in your furious speeches? He 
may ask, is it true that benevolence, after all, 
wears a scowl upon its countenance? He has 
tried the system without discussing doctrinal 
questions. He has tried it by an inspired rule. 
‘ By their fruits ye shall know them; and, with- 
out going further, he is prepared not to listen to 
those who come identified with the established 
church. I make these remarks, not with any 
feeling of unkindness to the members of that 
church. TI know that many ministers are ex- 
cellent, devoted men. But these things still are, 
and they justify me in saying that it is to the 
protestant dissenters that we must look for the 
the evangelization of Ireland. You are not 
connected with that system; you have been 
robbed by it as wellas they. You go to soothe, 
not to irritate ; you go to raise, not to depress ; 
and would to God that the protestant dissen- 
ters of Great Britain would open their eyes to 
the palpable fact, that the work is theirs! It 
has been said that popery presents, in Ireland, 
a most formidable aspect. But what of that ? 
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Tf popery be more entrenched in Ireland than in 
any other country, it is the louder call upon us 
to put forth all the wisdom we possess, and to 
take care that our missionaries shall be admi- 
rably adapted to the end we propose. We 
know that popery must, sooner or later, be 
grappled with—and why not now, and by our- 
selves? Every thing necessary to the overthrow 
of the man of sin do we not possess? Are not 
the weapons that God has appointed all but 
rusting in our armoury? ITs not the banner, 
beneath which armies should march, only just 
unfurled, and given to the western breeze? I 
ask that the most strenuous efforts should be 
made, and made now, for the suppression of 
that system, most inimical to man. I would im- 
plore that the best agency that can be found 
may be sent to Ireland. I ask whether the pre- 


| sent generation cannot supply a Whitfield! 


Shall we not be prepared to give a band of our 
best ministers? I turn to the rising ministry, 
and I ask them to consider the claims of 
Ireland.” Mr. Dobney concluded by express- 
ing a hope that congregations in this country will 
undertake the expense of supporting readers to 
be under the direction of the society. _ For his 
own bible classes at Maidstone, he offered the 
support of one such reader. 

The Rey. Samuet Boyp, of Drogheda, in 
seconding the resolution, after giving an ac- 
count of his reasons for leaving the presbyte- 
rians and joining the baptists, said, ‘‘J will 
now refer to the necessity for the labours of this 
society in Ireland. Reference has been made 
to the Established Church of that country ; but 
I will view it in another aspect. I admit that 
there are many excellent ministers in that 
church. J will also admit that there are many 
excellent, sweetly pious private members of 
church; and that, in many respects, there is an 
important revival in it. But the only true way 
of testing revival is this,—where is the gospel 
preached? J ask in how many of the parish 
churches of that country a man can learn the 
way of salvation? The presbyterian church in 
Ireland is doing great things for the Lord; and 
that, I will freely confess, had #n influence on 
my mind in the inquiry which I instituted ; but 
yet I am compelled to say, that sinners might 
live and die in many parts of that country 
where presbyterian churches are founded, with- 
out knowing the way of salvation. What we 
want, therefore, is a society like yours, which 
goes forth unencumbered with a standard—a 
society which can trust the bible alone, and 
which needs not, as was said last night, to send 
it forth under the custody of some expository 
care-taker. Presbyterianism is held to be what 
is termed a finished system; and, if you only 
say a stone is wrong in it, you are not reasoned 
with—you are not tolerated, but are regarded as 
differing entirely from that church. But your 
system is that which grows up into the fulness 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus. I hold that 
every believer in Ireland is empowered to 
preach the gospel to every sinner he meets. 
Your system, therefore, has a priesthood as 
numerous as its believers; and this is the sys- 
tem that I maintain.” 

The Kev. M. DanreLt moved the following 
resolutions :— 
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“That the present aspect of religious parties in 
Treland, calls for a bold and vigorous exposition of 
the gospel of Christ ; and that, therefore, this meet= 
ing hail with especial gratification the efforts made 
by this society, and most affectionately commend 
them to the more liberal support of Christians in 
this country. 

“ That this meeting record their deep and solemn 
conviction of the indispensable necessity of the in— 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, to secure success; and 
earnestly call upon the friends of this society to 
supplicate a larger communication of that divine 
influence.” 


After dwelling at some length on the errors 
of the Roman catholics and Puseyites, the 
speaker urged upon the meeting the great 1m- 
portance of using every eflort in their power to 
send the gospel to the Trish, by the hands of 
men who would prove bold and able expositors 


of the word of God. 


The Rry. Dents Muruern, of Ireland, 
seconded the resolution ; and after giving an 
account of his own conyersion from popery, by 
the means ofthe society, proceeded to detail its 


operations in different parts of Ireland. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE END OF APRIL, 1842. 


PARTICULARS IN THE REPORT JUST PUBLISHED, 


Se. Suits 
London— 
Eagle Street Auxiliary............. 21 0 °0 
Camberwell Juvenile Association, by 

Mrs W.. Li Brith 6.ccscevicds en's 0 0 
Keppel Street Auxiliary .........06 ll 8 2 
Spencer Place (a moiety), by Rev. 

SB. DAVIE. oc adesschasnas ouenasaice 0 0 
Woolwich Auxiliary... .sseeeeeee 10 14 8 
Church Street .....ceecsssscceee eee 00 
Female, B. I. S., by Mrs. Ivimey.. 8 11 6 
New Park Street, by Mr. Olney... 2 2 0 
Hackney for Mare St. School,..... 315 0 

By Rey. Jos, Davis— 
Wilts— 
BraulOnr. cre necks Gages Nereweepay 516 0 
DeviteS oi octe ces ciwtvidanses tices 3815 6 
Melksham .i.c.cscceernereersecens 2 0 0 
TTEOWDTARES «. o'e0 i002 0.51000 iserase nate e 20 14 4 
Westbury and Westbury Leigh..... 712 1 
Devonshire— 
Devonport...eesecsveoceres we oye we yeh 
Plymouth, by Rev. S. Nicholson... 16 1 8 
Kingsbridge, by Rev. E. Williams. 24 6 
Cornwall— 
St. Austle ..cosscccosscseivvns Pe te Se 
Grampound......«- ost «oars nin LO a0 
PEERY Os conse siaee tat cd's 0 
Falmouth 0 
PREG rate SMe es ears ctr at dalemnees 0 
Chacewater., oe vee ree 6 
Helston... 0 
Penzance .....-. 2 
Pershore— 
By Mrs. Risdon. -ccccesccscccsccss ¢ 8 6 
By Rev. S. Davis— 
BOCKGHE A eens veraalsaeecusee ayo vel Mae 
Bradfordinds qecanvess CC oe Doon 234 050 
Birmingham .........-- een maars Arey) 
Warrington cececesesesececnces asics pee: bono 
Wigan 7 8.6 
sl ah TE CARS ia a te Ric ee Gre cca) 010 0 
WV disall sGowud sho dar eu kscs aps omed 1 ene 
Wireahanit cnt Seayeclews siete er oiniets 5 12 6 
DOIN DLAOE arsi6. c's feaiaivin sso ere ca ld. 5.u8' 
DAverpuol< pep sss cavwievescusecense OL 15 16 
Whitchurch— 
Kennerly, Mr. (ann.)........... see 0 40 8 
Brist«.l— 
By Miss Phillips.......-...... Rw id.69 50 
Bath— 
Sykes, Mr., (two years.) ......- ern et eC) 
Louth— 
By, Miss GEAVES psicsisie ico sie 4 rn gic cia 815 0 
By Rev. F. Trestrail— 
Dublin......0+.0s0« Ho da Wee alec eislge 41 7 4 
Newry...... ‘ 10 0 
Coleraine’... .sersescavve cscosteses, & 0. 0 
Newtown Limayaddy.........066.. 1 8 6 
LOndOnderry...cccccrcccessscsosees 4 2 6 
Tubbermore.cccsssccsccvevs sooseee 4 0 0 
LetterkenDysesexscodcocrecces suse 100 D0 
By Rey. J. Bates— 
Ballina..... dialed aes Vidlexios sett saenre 490.56 
Welfant .0000c0ss se 64 sisteRe-rio als 23 1.0 


COMME sacle tis cee eh reine se ee leee 856106 

Donegal..ccccacce ee occccccsccesce 

Ortiagh caine wise wrere sivielsyaistetersvorosieye 

POrtvashis isso eee eeeeeereeeneees 
By Rev. W. Hamilton— 

Miata’. se cateesiee oe da sericea Dane 


By Rev. T. Berry— 
ADDEVUER ac ceva natasemene cone 
By Rev. W. Thomas— 
Bimenickivcesias)desecade secs suisivic ete . 
By Rev. W. Hardcastle — 
Woaterfordia. ae sitreeccawecietercritem tiene 
Liverpool— 
Pembroke Street, by Mr, Coward... 
Portsmouth— 


By Mr. Hinton..... «ieee eteanaeviss. 
Ingham— 

By Mrs Sil cucicesesias'c el seams aaa 
Strond— 


By Mr. Yates... cccecesoscsc save 


Ashford— 
By Revo Te Davis, jcvencaccises ss ene 
Irvine— 
Female Bible Society, by Rev. J. 
Leechman,....... pidieteetaate aieesnate 
DX, Miao IDV SECC Vion Gram kd AVE OM a aisisralaven 
Rives, Mis.ccgcecswie ¢ e.coamaunes een 
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Baptist Home Misstonary Society. 


No. XXV. New SErIiEs. 


June, 1842. 


On Monday Evening, the 25th of April, the 
Annual Meeting of the Society was held at 
Finsbury Chapel, J. M. Puruurps, Esq., of 
Melksham, in the chair. Our friends through- 
out the country will be gratified to learn, that 
it was a thorough good meeting. Both the at- 
tendance and the spirit that prevailed indicated 
a growing conviction of the importance of Home 
Missionary operations. After prayer by the 
Rev. J. Russexn, the Chairman rose and 
said: I am sure that the word “ Home” will 
appeal to every heart in this assembly. We 
shall think of what our own homes would have 
been, had not the gospel of our Lord and Sa- 
viour been brought to them. It may appear, 
that this institution is somewhat distinct from 
the Foreign Missionary Society, and, in some 
respects, a rival to it; but the Report will show, 
that this is far from being the case. I can cor- 
roborate the statements of that document, by 
facts which have taken place in the county of 
Wilts, in which I reside. Many churches 
have arisen there, under the guidance and fos- 
tering care of this Society, and have actually 
become large contribators to the Foreign Mis- 
sion. We should also recollect the obligations 
which rest upon us as Christians. If we be- 
lieve in the gospel ourselves, it must be obvious 
to all, that we owe it as a duty to our brethren, 
as far as we are able, to make known that gos- 
pel to those around us; and, whilst there are 
any dark places in this our native land yet un- 
visited, there is work to be done by this Insti- 
tution. One of your missionaries in Wilts 
writes to the Treasurer of that County Associa~ 
tion to this effect:—‘‘ Within the last month, 
we have had nine persons come before the 
church, to tell us what the Lord had done for 
their souls; some of whom were the most 
unlikely in the whole village to be wrought 
upon. But is anything too hard for the Lord? 
We have had three persons from one family. 
When visited by Mr. Russell and myself, the 
father was out: soon afterwards he came home, 
and swore, that, if he had been at home, he 
would have knocked our teeth down our throats. 
This man is now at the feet of Jesus, clothed, 
and in his right mind. He sits weeping under 
the word. His son and daughter are among 
the candidates.” I thought it would encourage 
the meeting, to know that your missionaries 
are succeeding in their efforts. Another mis- 
sionary, who went to the county of Wilts in the 
year 1824, found, in one of its towns, only 
fourteen persons assembling for divine worship. 


But now there is a church and congregation of 
between 300 and 400 persons: and six other 
chapels have been erected in the neighbourhood. 
I think you have great encouragement to go on 
with your exertions, and to visit every town 
where there is no minister of the gospel. 

The Report was then read by the Secretary. 
It contains condensed accounts of Home Mis- 
sionary operations, in almost every part of 
England. No extracts are made from it here, 
as it is printed and will soon be in the hands 
of the subscribers. Should any friend of the 
Society not have received it in the course ofa 
few weeks, a note to the Secretary, or to Mr. 
Stanger, Fen Court, stating how a copy may be 
forwarded, will meet with immediate attention. 
The Committee are anxious that the document 
should be circulated as extensively as possible 
amongst the friends who collect for the Society 
by cards, or otherwise, who would do well to 
lend it to their contributors. 

The Rey. J. Trnson, from Jamaica, rose to 
move :— 

“That this Meeting, in adopting the Report now 
read, acknowledges with devout and fervent grati- 
tude the cheering tokens of divine approbation 
which have attended the labours of the agents of 
the Society during the past year.” 

I am qnite sure, that we shall all agree in the 
expressions of devout and fervent gratitude 
to Almighty God, for his blessing upon the 
efforts of this Society. It is a matter of grati- 
tude indeed, that God should thus condescend 
to own the efforts of his servants. I have list- 
ened with much interest to the Report, that 
speaks of the success with which God has been 
pleased to crown the untiring efforts of the 
agents of this Society. I am not surprised that 
success should attend their labours, seeing that 
they are so perfectly scriptural. I was partica- 
larly pleased to hear the remarks respecting 
the permanency of the good effected: it is not a 
transient thing. Much indeed has been said by 
some, respecting the converts in the Wes» 
Indies, that it is a mere profession, a transient 
effect that is produced. But from all the 
experience I have ever had, and I believe there 
is a brother on this platform who once laboured 
in that island, and who can testify to the same 
fact, there are not more turning aside from the 
way of truth there, nor so many, in proportion 
to their numbers, asin the churches of this 
country, I thought these friends going out, 
was almost like our despised and contemned 
class-leaders, as they are called. ue speak 
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plainly, I wish, from the bottom of my heart, 
that there was more of this kind of action in 
this country. The Rev. Gentleman made some 
further remarks on this subject ; but, as he con- 
tinned to speak amid the plaudits of the audi- 
tory, it was impossible to catch his observa- 
tions. Let such men, he went on to say, meet 
little companies night after night, during the 
week, and exercise brotherly and fatherly 
watchfulness over them, and see if you will 
have to complain of deadness in the church ; 
see if you have not that life and vigour that 
ought ever to characterize the church of Christ. 
The Report spoke of the poor being benefited. 
I was here reminded of Christ and the early 
efforts of the church, When John sent to 
Christ to ask ifhe was the Messiah, he told the 
messengers to say, that the poor had the gos- 
pel preached to them ; and to the poor your 
missionaries chiefly preach. They are pre-emi- 
nently fitted in this respect to do good. Some- 
times we think a little too much of wealth and 
intelligence ; not, however, that I would despise 
them. If a man makes these to bear on the 
interests of Christ, he must be a valuable mem- 
ber of society; and who would not hail his 
introduction to the church with heartfelt plea- 
sure? But let it be borne in mind, that it is 
not at the top weare to begin, but at the bottom. 
We should think little of that man’s intellect, 
who thought of heating a vast quantity of water 
by placing a fire at the top. He would first 
heat the lower stratam, ae in time the whole 
mass would be increased in temperature. So it 
has been with us. We have preached to the 
poor, and whatis the fact? I speak without 
fear of contradiction, when I say, that the once 
despised slave is giving tone to society, and 
morals are ascending to the higher classes. 
This must be the case in England. Is not 
human nature the same all over the world? 
Yes, let the poor be instructed in the gospel, 
and they must diffuse the same sentiments and 
feelings to others. ‘There is no selfishness in 
godliness. It expands the heart with godlike 
benevolence, extensive as the world. ‘hose 
who feel its power, must be concerned that 
others should feel it too. Therefore, we re- 
joice in this Society, because its object is 
mainly, though not exclusively, to preach the 
gospel to the poor; to carry it through the vil- 
lages, and hamlets, and towns of our native 
country. Yes, let your missionaries continue 
to labour in this noble enterprise ; and how vast 
the good that must result. I have been thinking 
about the emigration that is going on. ‘The tide 
has set in, a vast stream continues to flow forth 
to our distant colonies both of young and of 
old. And who are those that go? Too many 
of them, alas! go without religion. Will 
they not give a colour and a character to the 
country where they settle? Isit not of import- 
ance, therefore, that those who emigrate should 
carry religion with them? How much goud, 
therefore, your missionaries will accomplish in 
this respect! I do not know whether I ought to 
hazard such an opinion, but you will pardon 
this familiarity in a stranger—I put it to you, 
whether it is not the duty of the church in this 
country to look at this matter, and to see, if 
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emigration must go on as some of our wise and 
learned men think that it must, whether persons 
ought not to be advised to emigrate, who will 
plant the truth im every district where they go ; 
and thus lay such a foundation for the dissem- 
ination of the gospel, as the Pilgrim Fathers 
did when they went to America, Whether the 
church should think about this or not, surely 
the church cannot be indifferent about impart- 
ing a knowledge of Christ to those who may a 
and who can do that so efficiently and tho- 
roughly, as the home missionaries whom you 
are sending throughout the length and breadth of 
the land? 

The Rev. B. Gopwin, in seconding the reso- 
lution, said: This is the first time that T have 
had an opportunity of taking any part in the pro- 
ceedings of your meeting, and it may be the last. 
This must be my apology, if I advert rather to 
some general features of the Society than enter 
into any particulars or details, But, though I 
have not taken a part in its public proceedings, 
yet I have not been an indifferent spectator of 
its movements, nor altogether inactive. 1 com- 
menced my ministerial career by being a home 
missionary, and I think it would be a very pro- 
fitable occupation, if the students at our col- 
leges were to spend a year or two in it, as 
preparatory to entering upon the duties of the 
pastoral office. There was a_ circumstance 
connected with my own labours to which 
I may be permitted just to advert. About 
thirty-five or thirty-six years ago, there was 
a deacon of a Baptist church at Bath’ who 
had retired from business, and who considered 
by what means he might best employ the remain- 
ing portion of his life inusefulness. Providence 
had placed in his hands a small estate on the 
other side of the Severn ; and, having visited it, 
he saw an amazing destitution of the means of 
grace. It occurred to him that there was an 
opportunity for commencing some evangelical 
movement on the population. But, then, the 
question arose, What instrument should he 
employ? He returned to Bath, and just at that 
time there had been, in my own mind, very 
fervent desires to be employed in some depart- 
ment of usefulness. He supposed that there 
was some aptitude for his design, and he 
requested me to gowith him. I went, and con- 
tinued to labour for nine months under the 
eee of stones, eggs, and persecution of all 

inds ; and, though the parish bells rang in 
derision as [ Agere through the scene of labour, 
and altimately I was obliged to leave it, yet 
the effects still remain, and there are now 
Christian churches somewhat connected with 
those exertions. I mention this in the proba- 
bility that there may be some gentlemen present 
who ees retiring from business; and I 
suggest, whether it would not be one mode of 
relieving them from that ennui which has dis- 
appointed the expectations of so many in 
retiring from business,—if they were to select 
some spot, take with them a home missionary, 
and commence evangelical operations in a 
destitute village. This is a Home Mission- 
ary Society in the literal sense of the term. 
This Society, after looking over the wide 
world, not without concern or sympathy, has, 
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after the survey, returned to the land in which 
we live, and has denominated it Home. Eng- 
land is and ought to be an interesting home 
to us. I would not exchange it for France 
with all its rich recollections of military 
glory—with all its Parisian elegance and mag- 
nificence. I would not exchange it for the 
sunny plains of Italy, with all the antique asso- 
ciations connected with it. I wonld not ex- 
change it for the classic soil of Greece, with all 
its monuments to exalted genius. No; nor for 
America,—that new edition of England. It is 
generally supposed, at least by our transatlan- 
tic friends, that it is anew edition with cor- 
rections and additions. But there is one page 
in it that is blotted—blotted with the foul crime 
_of slavery—and, therefore, whatever may be the 
advantages supposed to be superior to those we 
enjoy, oh! never let me claim that land as my 
home where slavery finds its way. I will ad- 
duce two reasons which appear to me of some 
force in entitling the labours of this Society to 
our support. One is, that it is an important 
ally in ovr defence against error ; and the other, 
that itis a valuable coadjutor in the diffusion of 
truth. 1 hold it as an incontrovertible position, 
that the diffusion of evangelical truth is the best 
antidote for all those pernicious errors that are 
now abroad in the world. The object of this 
Society is not to proselyte to party, but to ex- 
tend the kingdom of Chnist. Your annual 
reports, as well as that which we have heard 
this evening, concur to show that the labours 
of the Society have not been in vain. Refer- 
ence has been made toa new kind of agency, 
that of the Evangelists. I must say that, 
at first, it appeared to me in somewhat of a 
questionable shape; but I do most heartily re- 
joice in the success which has attended those 
labours. One of your respected evangelists, 
Mr. Jameson, has been labouring in the districts 
connected with our Oxford Auxiliary. There 
are three places where he more particularly 
fixed his station,and I have visited them. One 
of them was Woodstock, where the late Mr. 
Hinton nearly lost his life in introducing the 
gospel, and where the spirit of evangelical re- 
ligion has been greatly revived ; so much so, 
that I anticipate that the time will not be long 
before that church will be fullyable to maintain 
itself without any aid from the funds of this 
Society. Wherever he has laboured, there 
results have followed of the most promising 
kind. The labours of the missionary have in- 
troduced the Gospel where it was never found 
before ; but they have also had an important 
effect in reviving the spirit of piety among the 
churches in general; and [ hold it as one of 
the most important and cheering features of the 
present time, that there is now among our 
churches generally, a growing concern for the 
increase of vital evangelical religion, which I 
attribute in no small degree to the labours of 
this Society. 

The resolution was then put, and agreed to. 

The Rey. E. S. Pryce, A.B., of Abingdon, 
moved :— 

“That, considering the ignorance which obtains 
in many parts of the country, the efforts which are 
being made on behalf of various modifications of 
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popery and infidelity, the importance of increased 
efforts for Foreign Missions, and the growing 
disposition to emigrate, ths Meeting is convinced 
of the necessity of more vigorons effort in spread- 
ing the gospel of Christ through the length and 
breadth of the land.” 


After some appropriate observations on the 
command of our Lord to “‘ begin at Jerusalem,” 
Mr. Pryce said:—There is a special propriety, 
at this season and in this crisis of the history of 
our country, in putting forth, more than ever, 
vigorous efforts to spread the gospel. The 
ignorance of numbers of our population pre- 
sents us with one motive. The inhabitants of 
the metropolis can form no idea of the extent of 
moral degradation in the rural districts ; it is 
truly appalling. Even the very name of God, 
the character and relations which he sustains, 
are not understood, nor the end for which the 
Son of God came into the world. I have wit- 
nessed this myself, in numerous instances. 
And we cannot help feeling, that this ignorance 
is, ina peculiar sense, culpable; they know 
not, because they will not know. The voice of 
Christian instruction, the glad tidings of the 
gospel, sound close to their homes; the doors 
of the churches and chapels are open, but they 
refuse to enter, Certain I am, that, in our 
towns and villages, there must be something 
more than mere “church accommodation’— 
something more than merely building places of 
worship. The gospel must be brought to their 
homes and impressed upon their hearts. We 
must go out into the lanes, and highways. and 
hedges, and compel them to come in. There 
are other motives to induce us to persevere in 
spreading the gospel at home. My friend 
Mr. Godwin has alluded to the spread of semi- 
popery. He and [I live under the frown of 
Oxford—and that is no comfortable thing—and 
lam quite satisfied, that, if these things are to be 
met, and these principles contested, they must 
be contested by Protestant Nonconformists. 
And, to do it successfully, I believe they must be 
contested by that particular body to which I 
have the privilege to belong ; for no other body 
is prepared to go the whole length, that the Bible 
alone is the religion of Protestants. I speak this 
in no want of charity to our friends of other deno- 
minations ; but the reason I declare myself to be 
what lam, a Baptist in opinion, is this—because 
it is my deep conviction that this is demanded by 
an adherence to the first principles of Protes- 
tantism. Therefore, while we call on Christians 
of all classes to aid in this glorious work of 
spreading evangelical truth over the surface 
of the earth, we make our peculiar appeal to 
you, who sympathize in the principles of our 
denomination ; and we beseech you, for the 
honour of Christ, and all you hold dear, to 
come forth and declare your opinion on these 
important matters, which now so engross the 
public mind, ‘Tell those who advocate these 
principles, what your ideas are, and whence 
those ideas are derived. It.will never do, in 
the present day, to limit the right of private 
judgment, or to seek, in any way, to prevent a 
fair investigation of truth. Yet semi-pope 
is not, after all, devoid of excellencies ; it 
would be a blessed circumstance, if it were ; 
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for it would then seem to be, what, ina great 
measure, itis. But error is sure, in some man- 
ner, to connect itself with trath. It is by asso- 
ciating itself with some particular portion of truth, 
that it carries power in the hearts of men; and 
this is the case with Puseyism. There is a self- 
denial, there is ‘an asceticism, about it, which 
perhaps some of us might do well to imitate. 
‘The Christian church, in these modern times, 
has become somewhat too luxurious ; and we do 
not exercise that self-denial, which, as ministers 
of the gospel, we ought to do. Far be it from 
me to inculeate any thing like an improper ob- 
servance of forms, except as those forms be the 
expression of spiritual emotions in the heart; 
but it becomes us to remember, that there is 
very much said in the New Testament about 
mortifying the lusts of the flesh ; and perhaps 
those precepts may, in some measure, be for- 
gotten. In this matter, we may learn somewhat 
from our enemies. If we imitate that which is 
excellent, and separate that which is bad, we 
shall gather from all paities and denominations 
that which is glorious in eliciting truth. Come, 
then, [beseech you, to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty ; come forth in this cause 
sith renewed energy and increased effort. 
Commercial, political, religious clouds gather 
over us; never, perhaps, did such dark ones 
thicken our horizon ; and yet, to the Christian 
mind, they may be but the passing storm, to 
render the atmosphere more clear. We believe 
this to be so; and we look forward with joy 
and confidence to the result, in the assurance 
that the principles we advocate will u!timately 
prevail. 

The Rev. J. E. Ginzs, of Leeds, in second 
ing the resolution, said: Our excellent friend 
(Mr. Godwin) spoke most eloquently on the 
relative merits of England and America, 
Christian friends, [assure you I am an English- 
man: Lassure you that, in spirit as well as ip 
figure, 1 am a John Bull. I love the very 
weeds of my native land more than the most 
splendid flowers which grow beyond the At- 
lantic. Yet would I give to America her due; 
a due which my friend withheld. He repre- 
sented America as a new edition of England, 
with corrections and additions. It is a new 
edition, and the corrections are, day by day, 
laid on the back of the slave—the additions, 
about his hands or his legs. But still, with all 
this, permit me to say, that, were I to exchange 
my native land for any other, it should be for 
America. There are sad doings in the South 
—the plague-spot is there—but, be it remem- 
bered, the pestilence came from this country. 
It was long nursed here. ‘There was a time, 
when, though the plague ravaged one of the 
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fairest isles of the West under our dominion, 
we were asleep ; the church was asleep ; and, 
if she did not participate to the degree America 
does in the enormity, she slept on while others 
did so. But there are noble doings in the 
North; there are brave, self-denying spirits 
there, and an amount of intelligence and religi- 
ous zeal there, which I believe this land, with 
all its advantages, cannot boast of. When I 
look at our great populous towns—when I look 
on the masses of society—I can see in them 
nothing but huge fermenting masses, of not only 
ignorance, but also of crime. Weare told of 
a district in America, as large as the Caspian 
Sea, where whole towns are built on a narrow 
incrustation of earth which covers a lake of fire ; 
and, when I look around, and listen to the 
fiendish explosions of rage and blasphemy that 
rend our air—when I see the multitudes that 
are creeping out, as soon as the sun has set, into 
our streets, in order that they may eat the bread 
of iniquity, and the yet greater numbers engaged 
in a crime upon which so many subsist— when I 
look at our gin-palaces, and places where 
drunkenness and revelry outstare the day, I see, 
as it were, the ground quivering beneath my 
feet, and the volcanoes of hell springing up 
around me. But we refer not alone to the 
lower classes of society ; we may speak of the 
“reat vulgar ;” and, I believe, if there is any 
difference between the two, in point of virtue, 
that the lower classes have the advantage. 

Having, with his characteristic humour, de- 
scribed the readiness with which many of the 
upper classes receive the very worst dogmas of 
Puseyism, Mr. Giles then proceeded to des- 
cant on Socialism,—a system to which he has 
given profound attention, and in relation to 
which he has earned, by his powerful argumen- 
tation, the warmest thanks of the friends of 
truth and virtue. 

The Rev. H. Dowson, of Bradford, said :— 
[rise to move, 

“That the peculiar aspect of the times renders 
necessary a special effusion of the Holy Spirit; and 
that the churches be earnestly recommended to seek 


such effusion by fervent, united, and persevering 
prayer.” 


The Rey. B. Evans, of Scarborough, then 
bore testimony to the efforts of Mr. Pulsford 
in Yorkshire, as illustrating the principle of the 
resolution. 

The business resolutions, having been moved 
and seconded by the Revs. J. Tyso, J. Bex- 
cHER, W. Barnes, and H, CHRISTOPHERSON, 
Esq., the Doxology was sung, and the Meeting 
separated. 
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